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TRUTH ESPOUSED, 

KELATIVE TO TPHE DIFFICULTIES THAT EXISTED 
IN THE TOWN OF MANCHESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, 

BETWEEN -JAMBS THURSTON, MINISTER OF THE GOS?EI., AND A RESPBOI^ 

ABIiE NUMBER OF THE INH VBITANTS OF M ANCBB8TEB— AND WHICH 

OCCASIONBD 4 M4JORITT OF THE UAIiE MEMBERS OF THE 

CHURCH, AND A RESPECTABLE PROPORTION OF THE PARIS^" 

I0NEE8 TO SECEDE FROM THE fiOCIETT IN SAID TOWN, 

APRIL' 5th, 1819« 

•m 

SUBJOINED 

18 A QENBRAli YIBW OF THE COUNCTI. DOINGS, IN RELATION TO 
, THE DISMISSAL (^ JAMES TRIRSTON FROM TOAT 80CIETT. 

JUWE ITth, 1819. 

ALSO, 

SKETCH KB OF THE LAW-SUIT, JAMES THURSTON, PLAINTIFI^ 

^ TYLER PARSONS, DEFSNDENT* 

\ 
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ANNEXED 
fs JAMES Thurston's memorial to the council, presented 

BY LEIVERETT SALSTONSTALL, E8^. AT THE INSTALLATION 
OF THE RET. SAMUEL M. irMFRSON, AT MANfHESTSE^ 
^ SEPTEMBEB 12th, 182«, T;;/ 
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*'^ He h a freeman whom the truth makei free, 

And all are slaves besides. There's BOt a chain, 

T^Rt hellish foes, confederate for his harm, 

Can wind around him, but he casts it off, 

With as much ease as Samson his green withw.^ cowp^ 
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DtSTRlCT OF MASSACHTTSETTS— TO wit: 
BE IT Rt MEMBKHED. That on the seventeenth day of April, \% 
the year of oar Lord one thootand eight hundred and tN^enty-three, and in 
the forty-fieveuth year of the Independence of the United ">tates of America, 
TviiEK PaB80Ns, of the said district, has deposited in this office, the title of 
mbook, the right whereof he daiius as author, in the words following, to wit: 

** Truth espoused, rel<'tive to the difficulti' s that existed in the town of 
Manchester, Massachusetts, between James Thurston, Minister of the Gos. 
pel, and a respectaale number of the inhabitants of Manchester, and which 
occa|ioned a majority of the male members of the church, and a respectable 
proportion of the parishioners to secede from the society in said town, April 
5tb, 1819. Subjoined is a general view of the council doings, in relation to 
the dismiffsal of James Thurston from that society, June 17th, 1819. Also, 
fetches of the law-sait, James 1 hur^ton, plaintiff, Tyler Parsons, defendant. 
Annexed is James '1 hurston's memorial to the council, presented by Leverett 
Saltonstall, Esq. at the installation of the Rev. Samuel M.Emerson, at Man- 
chester, !!i€|/teniber 12th. 182t. By J'yier Parsons. 

^'He i« a freeman whom the truth makes free. 

And all are slaves besides. There's not a chain, 

That hellish foes, confederate for his harm, 

Can wind around him but he casts it off, 

VTitb M much ease as Samson his green withes.'' cowfer. 

InconformHf loan act of the Congress of the United f^tates, entitled^ 
'*An act for the encouragement of learning, by seciul||( the copies of Maps, 
Charts, and Books, to the authors and proprieturs^f MMi copies, during the 
times therein mentioned ;" and also to an act, entitled, ^*An act, supplemen- 
tary to an act, entitled an act, for the encouragement of learning, by secur- 
ing the Copies of >iaps, (harts, and Books, to the authors and proprietors 
of such Copies, during the times therein mentioned; and extending the ben- 
efits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and etching historical and 
other prints." 
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TO THE GANI)T1) READER, 

THE COMPILER MOST RESPECTFULLY OFFERS 

THIS WWMJL(QATM>^ % 

In hopes to receive that patronage that is usu-^ 
ally hes towed on the truth : and those favours 
frequently shown to tliose persons which advo-* 
cate it. Having no other object in view than 
public good and justifiable ends. 

TYLER PARSONS. 



PREFACE. 



THE Author of this pamphlet, having noticed a newspaper 
pttblication, of the award given James Thurston, in the actioa 
where James Thurston was plaintiff, and.Tjfer Parsons defend- 
ant, — 'the award announced, was fifteen hundred dollars. The 
above being published without any thing said or done by the de» 
fendant, for the purpose of showing to the public the origin of the 
difficulties that led to this suit, has, in some instances, and proba« 
biy in many, been injurious both to the character and iotesest of 
the defendant,*— and to confront certain reports in circulation^ 
where the character of the author is unfairly implicated^ and to do 
away those misconceptions on the public mind, that niust hav*- 
f been made, together with the indispensable duty that I owe to 
myself, to my family and the public, is the object of this publica-r 
^ tion. i come before the public with the impression, that every 
(^ candid and impartial reader, will, by a careful perusal of the fatcts, 
(^ and other circumstances produced in this manuscript,, be led to 
^ believe, that I have not aimed at any thing more than the truth^ 
^ impartiality, and precision; believing it to be as important toad» 
vocate the truth in tdis case, as it is im any case to go to law for 
CO justice* 



it ivill be my object in this publication, to give a QandU!, an 
unvarnished statement of the transactions in Manchester, in rela- 
tion to the difficulties that have taken place between James Thurs- 
ton, the congregational preacher in the town of Manchester, and 
that church and pari8h«->and which occasioned a majority of the 
church male members, and a large and respectable part of his pa- 
rishioners to leave the society, and become connected with the 
Rev. Nathaniel W. Williams' Society in Beverly. The charges 
as believed by the disafifected, are comprised in a general view 
from one to eight ; together with many of the attending circum- 
stances, that induced us to believe that Tburslon was a bad citi- 
zen, a bad minister, and a bad man. 

I shall endeavour to show the various transactions on both 
sides of the subject— the town meetings, altercations, and other 
eircumstances that transpired from time to time, that the reader 
may be able to form as good a clue to the business as though be 
"was present, up to the time that the disaffected seceded, viz. Mh 
of April, It Id. After, that, as you will see by the documents an- 
nexed, we know nothing of the dmngs of Thurston and the town 
except what we learn from their papers, handed the council the 
2d June, and the 17th June, 1819, adjournment of council. I 
here exhibit to you all the doings of the council tbat they made 
public, or that has eome to my hands. Also some general views 
of the lawsuit, Thurston plaintiff, the author defendant ; together 
nvith such remarks on all the town meetings, council proceedings, 
the evidences in the law suit, as is calculated to explain to the 
reader the object and manner which I understood aU the proceed- 
ings at tbat time — with a strict regard to truth, without the least 
intentien of colouring or garbleing the proceedings in any particn- 
lar whatever. 

I shall here remark, that at tbe time of otnr seceding from the 
society in Manchester, we were not in possession of the testimony 
of Doct. Mussey, nor the testitnony of Doct. Dewey ; but not- 
withstanding that, the circumstances were such as induced us to 
believe, what we have since by their evidence proved to demon- 
stration in our minds, that our beliefs were well founded in relation 
to the dissection report; and as it respects the letter that Thurs- 
ton circulatt'd, and that we believed be knew to be false; and that 
Thurston had an agency of getting Doct. Dewey to Manchester, 
his denying of it to the contrary notwithstanding. I shall en- 
deavour to pursue it in the order and in succession, as they topk^ 
j|lace, to the end of this pamphlet 



IN my preratory remarks, I have undertaken to show fg^ 
the public, the charges which the church and parishioners had 
against James Thurston ; and not having a fair opportunity (at 
Yte conceived) of preferring them against him, caused about ninety 
beads of families, including a majority of the male members of the> 
church, and including the female members, making, as you will sea 
by ^he list of secedere annexed, about four and twenty church 
members. 

Charge 1st. It was believed by us that James Thurston's con- 
duct in Manchester, had been such as to destroy his usefulness as 
a teacher of piety, morality, and virtue; and that we had lost that 
confidence in him that should exist between the church, parish- 
ioners, and the minister, in order that they may be useful to each 
ether. 

Charge 2d. It was also believed that Thurston did take a bun- 
ille of shingles from the school-house in Manchester, in an ungen* 
llemanlike and unchristianlike manner, and that the said Thurston 
did prevaricate and make false statements, in relation to his ob* 
iaining these shingles, to Mr. Burnham and Capt. Burgess. 

Charge 3d. It was believed that Thurston had an agency in. 
getting Doct. John Dewey, then of Hanover, N H. to come te 
Manchester in the capacity of a physician, in the year 181i; 
iand when the said Dewey was at Manchester, that the said Thurs- 
ton did advise said Dewey to tarry there in his said capacity^ 
stating to him as an inducement, that he might have a fine opper- 
tunity for private dissection in Manchester, as there would not be • 
the least difficulty in obtaining subjects there. 

Charge 4th. It was believed that Thurston had slandered the 
inhabitants of Manchester, in a most disgraceful manner, without, 
cause or provocation, contrary to the laws of God or man. 

Charge 5th. It was believed that Thurston had called a town 
meeting, January 20th, 18 i9, for the purpose of getting a select 
committee, with an intention of evading a proper enquiry into the 
reports that are contained in the before-mentioned charges. 

Charge 6th. It was believed that Thurston did prefer certain 
charges against himself, before the committee on the 15th day of 
February, 1819— charges which had never been a subject of liti- 
gation or exaninatioQ, either in church or town, to our knowl- 
edge ; and that said charges were brought hy said Thursiofi, know- 
ibg himself, that they were not true» and for the |)urpos<^ of pre^' 
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▼eating those which we believe he knew to be true, from being 
flreferred and investigated. The chars^es which I allude to, that 
said Thurston preferred against himself, as reports were, as he 
paid, that he was charged with ^fomijuati^n^ and of "• gcUins: one 
girl with child^ as the said Thurston expressed himself bffore the 
committee on the 1 5th of February, lS\9fatthe school-house. (Refer 
to that meeting.) 

Charge 7th. It was also believed that Thurston did pretend ta 
go n journey into the country, for the purpose of seeius^ I wrx. Ije w- 
ey, then residing in the town ef Lancaster, N. H. in ord« r to pre- 
pare the way for a letter to exhonerate him the said Thurston,^ 
from charge the third, which you find stated in an extract of a let- 
ter from Doct. R. f). Mussey, of Han«ver, N. H. to Dot t. l'homa» 
Bewail, Ipswich, Mass^ bearing date 26th of October, 18)8. 

Charge 8th. It was believed that Thurston som^tim^ in the 
month of February, or the first of March, following his pretended 
journey, did receive a letter by mail, purporting to have been 
written and signed by Doct. John Dewey, of Lancaster, N . H. 
that it was, as we understood, mailed at an office in a town in the 
State of Vermont, about 20 or 30 miles from where said Dewey 
lived, and that said Thurston did circulate said letter among his 
friends in Manchester, as a true letter from said Dewey — it being; 
^ false letter to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Thus far our belief, before we seceded from said Thurston. 
After that date, our beliefs were confirmed by the testimony of 
Doct. Reuben D. Mussy, and the testimony of Doct. John Dewey, 
annexed — that said Thurston did advise Doct. Dewey to go ta 
Manchester in 1 8 1 5, although the said Thurston did repeatedly 
deny it; and that the said Thurston did request Doet. Dewey to 
give him the said Thurtton a statement or certificate, to lay before 
the town of Manchester, such a one as we believe said Thurston 
nust have known to he false, tns. in relation to his having an agen- 
^ in getting Doct. Dewey to Manchester, in 1815. (Refer to 
Dewey's testimony.) And we were further confirmed that the 
letter that Thurston predicted he should have from Dewey, in 
answer t» his letter of December 4th, 18 18, or January 14th, 18 id, 
sent Dewey, was not answered by said Dewey, as you will see by 
Dewey's testimony annexed ; and that Thurston not being able 
to get Dewey to give him h. false letter, or false statement, or ccr- 
Uflcatey or any letter at ail, did, in the month of March following 
his writing Dewey, to give him what he calls an honorahle Utter ^ 
as you will see in Thurston's letter to Dewey, dated January 1 4th 
1810 — I say Thurston not hemg able to obtain this honorable let- 
ter^ did circulate sl false letter^ purporting to have come from John 
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Dewey ^ m a true letter^ to exhonorate him the said Thurston from 
the charge ia Mussey's letter to Se wall, of advising Doet Dewey 
to tarry in Manchester for the purpose o[ private disseetians* 

I here remark, the reader will see that Thurston says, as by * 

the testimony of Burgess, that he took great pains i9 get this letter 
above alluded to. By a careful perusal of all the testimony, and 
all the circumstances here produced, you will see, I presume, ail 
ihe charges proved to the satisfaction of every candid mind. 

I shall endeavour to show the reader the facts and occurrences 
that took place from time to time, together with such remarks as 
is calculated to show the grounds on which our beliefs were thus 
formed. In this view of the business, it will be necessary for me 
in order to be concise as possible, and at the same time give the 
reader a full view' of the case, i must often refer to papers and 
dates ; and 1 shall be under the necessity of using Thurston's flat 
and indelicate language in some instances, that 1 should not have 
4ane were it not for that precision intimated in my prefatory re- 
marks. The reader will pardon me, I presume. When I make a 
remark on the nature of truth, and will agree with me in believ- 
ing with some of the greatest writers in the world, in order to ^^ 
have a consistent knowledge of truth— and that to have its full 
and (air weight, we should be divested of all prejudice or partial^ 
ty, on either side of the question, and look at things as they are in 
themselves, and to form our ideas concerning them conformable to 
their nature. In order to do that, we must set out with a fixed 
and incontestable principle, that our understanding has within it- I 
aelf strength sufficient, if unprejudiced, to arrive at the knowledge 
of truth, and to distinguish it from error. Especially in things 
wherein our respective duties are concerned, provided we employ 
all that care and attention, that usually lies in our power for that 
purpose. 

1 proceed to substantiate my first charge. There was a lamen^ 
table division and unhappiness in the church from time to time, 
from and '4fter a few years of Thurston's settling in Manchester* 
It grew in the first place from Thurston's interfering with Doct. 
GrosN enor's medicine and practice, as I was informed. They had 
been frequently at a great distance in respect to good feelings ; it 
was sooifi discovered that Thurston's disposition was peculiarly 
ungrateful— disposed to exhibit a disposition of revenge, unyield-^ 
lug to truth in many respects. At length he took up the low and 
degraded part of speaking in a sarcastic manner from the desk* 
This was a dangerous mode of warfare ; he began by comparing 
some of his hearers of either church or parish, to the deg in the 
monger; to rickety children, whose heads grew faster than their 



iKMllefl, indicating a disorder ; others out of the desk, to the saacy 
boy, stealints the old mao^s apples^-you will recollect the old fa- 
bles. These unchristian and ungentleraan-like speeches, soon 
tdienaXed the affections of many ; they did destroy all fellowship 
and brotherly love, and created ill hleod. The onembers of the 
church met for the purpose of enqiiirj' into these base and unwar- 
raated allusions ; it was thought best that I should have a private 
interview with Thurston. 1 accordingly attended foit; I state^l 
to bim what he bad said in the desk, and out of the desk, by way 
of degrading me particularly. This business was called up by the 
church afterwards, and the members required that Thurston should 
confess his faults — and the confession ought to made as broad as 
the ofience; in hopes that Thiirstoii would see his errors, and in 
future treat us as he would like to be treated, .ft was then con- 
cluded to call a churcb meeting, to l>e held in November, 1810 — 
the object of the meeting was to endeavour to reconcile the dis- 
affected ; as a preparatory measure, it was considered best to 
choose a cuinmittee, to draw up some rules aiid regulatious of dis- 
cipline, conformable to the s-iirit of the gospel — to he laid before 
the charch, at a future meeting of the church, for their approbation 
and acceptance. 

1st. Voted, to choose a committee of seven. 

2d. Voted, that James Thurston, Tyler Parsons, 6 efferd Gold- 
smith, Doct. David A. Grosvenor, Dea. Nathan Allen, John GiP' 
dler, and Jonathan Allen, be the committee. 

Some time elapsed before any one would undertake to write a 
rale of discipline { it was expected that Mr. Thurston would at- 
tend to it, but he refused. I accordingly attended to it ; after 
having completed the same, Mr. Thurston called at my bouse, and 
enquired of me if I had finished my remarks on church discipline; 
I replied yes, and that the paper was signed by all the committee 
except himself and Mr. Goldsmith ; Goldsmith living about three 
miles distant, was the reason of his not signing it, as it had not 
then been presented bim. Thurston requested to have the min- 
utes to take home to peruse before he signed them. I then read 
ihe remarks that I had penned, and asked bim if he had any ob- 
jection to them ; he said no — but he would take it home to look 
over. He carried the papers home with him; in the course of 
eight or ten days, 1 heard that he had carried it to the Minister 
in Gloucester to get an opinion, i called on Mr. Hartshorn, then 
Minister at Gloucester, and made some enquiries — as 1 understood 
he had been called on by Thurston. He said to me that he did 
not see any thing prejudicial to the vital interest of the church. 
.) bad learned previous to my calling oa Mr. Hartshorn, that 
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TKcnrston had resolved not to have those rales adopted in the 
church, if he could prevent it. This was theobject of my calHng 
OD Mr. Hartshorn. Not long after this, Capt. John Girdler, otie 
of the committee^ came to me with a paper, purporting to be a 
rule of discipline for the church from Mr. Thurston, to see if I 
would abandon the system 1 had introduced, and adopt his. I ob* 
jected on this account — 'Hhat as Mr^ Thurston had refused in the 
first place, having any thing to do with the matter, I had attended 
to it ; and that there would be the greatest impropriety in my ac- 
cepting of that, especially where all the committee except two, 
had signed it, for the purpose of laying the same before the church, 
for their approbation and acceptance.'' The time appointed for 
the church to meet at the dweliing-hoase of Mr. Thurston, for the 
purpose of laying these rales before them, accordingly met, and 
the committee presented the rales annexed^ for their approbation 
and acceptance. Here was much debate by Thurston ; he ap- 
peared to show his usual habits. ^'The church ought not,^ said 
Thurston, '*to pass any vote to accept tliat as a rule of discipline ; 
that it was calculated to destroy the present platform of faith and 
belief; that it was capable of a thr^e-fold meaning; that the word 
emanate was pernicious and would produce much evil." In the 
course of his remarks, Thurston observed, that a minister was en- 
titled to double honour — and to use his own words, ^^Brethren^^au 
see my name is not there.^ I replied to all his remarks*— 1st, that 
the whole of those rules had nothing more or less in them than 
such as the simplicity of the gospel held up to our view ; and, 
that in the room of being calculated to destroy, they were intended 
to aid, and build up ; as it respects the word emanate^ that so much 
stress is laid on, it was nothing more than the act of proceeding 
from the heart, dsc. But as it respects his name not being on 
that paper, it would be nothing more than James Thurston if it 
was there ; andjthat we would wish him to remember, that in that 
very paper, we had agreed to call no man master oti earth. We 
did not like these insinuations— that ministers, as he told of, should 
have double honour, except they behaved doubly as well as their 
neighbors ; in that case, they always would have double honour,- 
and double profit. By this time the vote was called for, and was 
adopted unanimously, I believe, except Mr. Thurston, and the 
meeting was dissolved. 

Here follows the simple rules — so simple, though a fool in many 
other respects, may not err therein. I wish the christian reader 
to look through all these rules, and tell me what there is contrary 
to the religion that the Bible holds out to view. Is it not perfeet- 
ly consistent with the dictates of conscience ; is there a man on 
earth, in this enlightened country, that will dare tadeny^ that M 
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men htkWiB a right to tim'^ip Qod in thftt manner tknf believe >^il1 be 
mo$i agreefltble to bis will awl pleasure. These rules of ciiscipliiie 
is :tlie first public paper, narked No. 1, signed by the committee 
.chosen for that purpose. All the official papers will be numbered 
»nd marked^ and come in rotation, in order to give the reader the 
•hQrtes4.4iray to get at the facts. 

(NO, 1.) 

Aareeably to a vote of the church, at a meeting held Novc ns- 
ber, isitt, for th^ purpose of settling, transacting, and carrying in- 
to etfect any measures that should be considered expedient for the 
food of the church and society, and of promoting the cause of re* 
'^gron, it was voted to choose a committee, to draw up some reg- 
vffitwni. conformable to the spirit of the gospel, and to lay the 
9>«me before the charch, for their approbation and acceptance. 

Brethren of the Ckurch'^in compliance with your request, your 
commiiiee after due consideration, and with gospel diffidence, beg 
leave to report their views respecting a christian walk and gospel 
4iiieipliae in this ehureh. And First.— There should be a commit- 
teectiosen from among the ni«ile members of the church, for the ex- 
preM purpose of aiding assisting, and relieving, so far as is in 
their power, any member of the church, in any difficulty they may 
till iht6, where the character of the church is interested, so far as 
Is within €he rules of the Gospel ; also to adjust, transact, and 
eatry into effect, a4l, aod every matter or thing, relating to the ex- 
peuditurnaof the chureb» orrncofnes of the same — and report an* 
unaily, for the general saiisfdction and mutual interests of the 
church. 

Second. The plain and fair meaning of all gospel rules, ap- 
pears to your t)ommiltee fif the first im(M>rtance. With the view 
to impress the duty we owe to each other, as welt as to observe 
the regulations of the church, 3 our committee feel it their duty to 
lay before you their opinion relattve to the good order of the 
Church, and the permanent happiness of its memben. In the first 
place, let each and every member, endeavor to cultivate the most 
ehariteUe views towards each other ; endeavoring to esteem each 
ether» better than himself ^ remembering that t^ gospel disci* 

!»l«ne requires^ tender couscience, making love, the characteris- 
ic of all our religion. Your committee are fully aware of the 
privileges that christians have a right to embrace, in all matters 
Of consciences Onr vi«>ws on this hend are, that we are to call no 
man Master oa eartli; and to let no man, or cousociated bodies of 
men, fiord over us, in doctrine ordisciplioe ; remembering that one 
is our Masten, >%ho is Christ — to whom we are all accountable, and 
tbitt the ministers of Christ are brethren. 

Your committee, BO far from lording over God^s heritage, d6 
ClJmceire it aiaaH inlitvrentright'of all mankind, to worship God in 
thalt mannee, which liiey believe to tie most acceptable to him. 
A:«d that civil government, nor any religious test, that have been 
hitherto formed, have any just right to retain or coerce the exer- 
cise (>f oar religious friiih ; it being the essence of all true worship, 
thai it should entHoate freely, and voluntarily, from the heart;— 
fniiy ibeti^vuig, that he that feareth Ged^asd woriLeth rigbteoas^ 
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•P9S. wHl be accepted of Him. The aliove, j(m will tee, atft 
%moiig the privileges of the gospel. Toiir comtniUee fe^l it ihetr 
duty to express their opinion respecting the commands of the gos- 
pel ; that, notwithstanding there is every reasonable indulgence 
granted, in matters of conscience, yet there is no allowance for ui; 
to indulge ourselves in any thing vicious; biit does forbid, in the 
moat pointed light, every species of vice and immorality 48 fat 
instance, the practice of speaking evil of each other, or of any 
m-tn; of going from place to place, introducing the occasional 
di(!if*ulties that may from time to time take place, with the view 
of exciting the aid and sympathy of the one, to the prejudice and 
injury of the other. This 19 among the evils of our day, and has 
alrendy produced the most bitter effects. Let every man speak ' 
truth of hid neighbor 

Brethren, amongst the many duties, privileges, and commands 
offhego8«ef, as expressed by your committee, they would not 
wish to omit expressing their most sincere views respecting the 
duty >%e owe to Tiim, who h^s engnged here to lead in spirituajl 
things. While he is forbidden to eVen think to Iprd over GodV 
h<'ritHfi:e. we are also reminded, that we must not want to be mas- 
ters ourselves While he is comminded to teach with alt long- 
suffering, and doctrine, we are reminded to esteem him for hi# 
works sake; while his duty calls him to pray with, and for thf 
sick and distressed, our duty engages us to visit hioEm when sick 
and distressed. As his happiness much depends on having gos- 
pel fellowship with the members of the church, and especially the 
ofiirers of the church,—- so does the happiness of the members of 
the ehurcb, and especially the oiBcers of the chnreh, much depend 
on being in g08(iel fellowship with him* And without endcftvofw 
ibg to cultivate and reduce to practice, such sentiments as haVe 
hern expn ssed by your committee, we have bo expectation of d 
gospel blessing. 

Your committee are fuHher of opinum, that the forsaking th« 
assembling ourselves together, has a very unhappy tendencfr, and 
is subversive of the ordier that the gospel strongly reconmiendf» 
We therefore advise, that quarterly conferences tie held by the 
church. Further, that it is highly necessary that there should be * 
church books kept, to record alt our proceedings ; and that th^ 
pastor, or teacher, should keep them ; and that he should endear^ 
or to attend, as his duty, to preside as ctiairmao in all our ff^9^ 
ings, held for church busines-^ ; and th'it there be 9 church tre^ 
sury kept, treasurer chosen annually, bo that there may be some 
regular way of managing the church concerns, which will prepare 
tiie way for the standing committee to transact thelMisiness whlclr 
necessarily devolves on tfaeflu Furt^her, your committee advis€t» 
that any application firom one or oipre male memi^era of tbr 
church, with the advice of the pastor, should be considered as 
sufficient to call a church meeting ;. and notice of such meeting, 
given from the deik requesting the members of the church to tar- 
ry after the services are emled, and the object of the Intended 
neeting declared, so that every member nay have an Qfiporltih 
Oity of approving or disapproving. 

Finally, brethren, most aSectio^ately ask of each and evenr 
one, publicly to renew those acts of devotedpess to our MasteiV 
tntuse, tiiat we have ion^ since made t and ttose purposes of mtt^ 
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hial co-op^k«tion iind afsistance which we have had from ekeh 
other. Let us watch over one another, .for mutual improvf^menr, 
encouragement and happineas. Let us endeavor, as much aa in 
na lieth, to animate each other's efforts. Let us pray for each oth- 
er's fidelity and success, so that we may finish our course well. 
Most respectfully submitted to the Church, for their approbation 
and acceptance. Signed by the Committee. 

TYLER PARSONS. 

NATHAN ALLEN. 

DAVID A. GROSVENOR. 

JOHN GIRDLER. 

JONATHAN ALLEN. 

Soon aAer these church rules were adoped, it excited the re-^ 
▼enge of Thurston, as appears. He began to insinuate that Mr. 
Parsons would produce great evil in the church. He conversed 
with Mr. Jonathan Allen, a church member, and others, on the 
•tibject ; and intimated to him, thsit Parsons, Bingham, and Lee» 
would have to leave the church, or not commune, and ihe like. 
Many oilier reports came from abroad, calculated to injure the 
feelings of particular members of the church, and if not seasonably^ 
prevented, would be injurious to the character of the church gen* 
erally* From what we could learn, these reports came by the 
way of Mr. Thurston. We accordingly called a meeting the Sth 
of May, 1817, to meet at the dwelling-house of Mr. Henry Lee. 
Mr. Thurston was notified of the meeting, and was present. 

1st. Voted, that Henry Lee be chairman, and Deacon D. L. 
Bingliam scribe. The reason we would not have Thurston chair- 
man, according to our rules before mentioned, was, because he 
was called there to answer to certain reports, that we believed he 
got into circulation, injurious to our feelings, and the happiness of 
the church. We then proceeded to enquire of Mr. Thurston if 
be had said thus and so. He declined answering. At length he 
said he did not recollect of saying as we stated. Mr. Allen being 
present, was asked if Mr. Thurston made such and such statements 
fo him. He said that he did. Thurston immediately left the 
room. This is his usual habit, when called to account for his 
qpnduct with us. We then voted, 1st, that it was the opinion of 
the church, that Mr. Thurston had got into circulation reports in- 
jurious to the character of the church. 2d. Voted, that a letter 
be sent to Mr. Thurston, by the ctiairman and scribe of thismeetr 
ing, giving him their views of the situation of the church. The 
letter was deferred until the 13th of June next, for the purpose 
that Thurston may have an opportunity of accommodation, and 
time to adjust the business All hopes of reconciliation in a gos- 
gjpl way being at at end, the letter was sent Mr. TSiurston, dated 
June 13, 1817. (No. 2, annexed.) > Tou will see in this letter, 
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the facts in suppoK of my first charge-^'Hhat all confidence In 
Thurston was lost, or did not exist in the church at that time.*' 
You will see in this letter, the opinion and the real situation oT 
things. For the further support of the charge, 1 refer you to the 
affi<lavit of John Girdler, a church member at that time ; and fur- 
ther, to the sayings of the council, in their papers, that difficulties . 
of a long standing, I suppose they aliude to, about those days.-~ 
Further, look at Thurston^s reply to this letter from the 
church, of June 13th — ThurstonVi letter dated June 17, 1817 ;-^ ' 
there you will see how he seems to evade an examination, and 
absolutely denies of ever knowing any thing about this meeting, 
or even being on trial. Take a retrospective view of the whole 
of the circumstances up to this time, and judge whether the first 
charge is supported or not ; then look through the reply to Thurs- 
ton's letter dated June 23, 1817— (marked No. 4.) signed Tyler 
Pars6ns, Henry Lee — the opinion of the committee from the 
church ; and should you be of opinion that tHe first charge is not 
sufficiently supported, I wish you to suspend your judgment till he 
the said Thurston advances to the date of April S, 1819, at the 
time so respectable a number of the -church and society was com- 
pelled to secede from Thurston and the society. 

(No, 2.) 
Mb. Ja.mes Tbubston. — Sib, The church of the town of Manchester 
have met from time to time, to enquire into certain reports in circu-lation^. 
wliere the character of the church was interested, and have found by exam- 
ination of you and others, that you have been the author of those reports, 
and without just right or cause you have hastily, imprudently and designed- 
ly misconstrued the motives of the church brethren ; and in addition to that 
your disrespectful treatment to many of your church brethren and 
parishioners, has in the opinion of the church brethren, many of them, im. 
paired your usefulness, and has been the first cause of all the difficulties and 
evils which now exist in the church. Your conduct generally has been such 
as to excite in the minds of the sisters of this chureh, a great degree of sym- 
pathy, m favor of you and your measures, and has in the same proportion 
raised their prejudices against their brethren ; and has occasioned your 
brethren, as a church, to withdraw their fellowship from you, and has led 
them to adopt, and pubKcly declare, their rights and privileges, and will for- 
ever maintain them. 

Dated Manchester, June 13lh, 1817. 

Signed, HENRY LEE, C^amnan. 

D^L. BINGHAM, Scribe. 

(Here follows Thurston's reply :) 

(No. 3.) 
Manchester^ June 17, 1817. 
Deacon Delvcbna. L. Bingham — Sib, A communication has been 
handsd to me with your signature, bearing data the Idth instant, and giving 



i4 

If to b« uodersioocl tliat soo^ answer bad been expected from rae to a former 
comiouniQation, or to ** charges'' therein contained 1 rr-'ceived indeed the 
^mmunication referred to, but did not know that any answer to it \^ as ex** 
pected, desired, or was nece9,«ary. It propoted nothing, i; requested nothing, 
j^t demanded nothing. It cccu^ed indeed, and pronounced (-.ondemnation. it 
accused me of being the " author of certain report?/' of having *' haMiiy, 
i^aaprudeatly and designedly nisconftrued the motives of the church bieth- 
jsen," of *' disrespectful ireatment to many" of my '* brethren" and many 
^^ofmy" parishioners, of btiqg " the first cause of ah the difficulties and 
es'il>« which now exist in the church," and of exciting *' in the minds of tlie 
fistf rs of this church a great degree of sympathy in favor of rae and ray- 
measures ;" and it purported that the brethren as a church had withdrawn 
fellowship from me. But to say n- thing of the spirit and style of the com- 
munication, the charges were in terms too general to admit of an ans^ver. 
Besides, the answer, ha4 any been made, must have been, it would seem, too 
late. Though I have had qo ^npwledge of any regular ste^-s or process in 
the case ; y^i it it is so, as the said communication purports, tliat the church, 
as a church, has withdiawn fellowship from me, that is, in other words, has 
excommunicated me ; then what have I to do ? Condemned anheard, and 
even without notice that I was to be upon trial, of what use would it be for 
me now to attempt to answer, to plead, or to remonstrate ? if 1 am an of- 
ftader, or have coimqitted any thing worthy of d«;ath I refnse not to die r 
hut if there be none of these things whereof thou accuse me, ** 1 have on^y to 
9ommit myself to Him who judgetb rightAOUily." 

With due Fespect, &c. 

JAMES THURSTON. 

RBifARK— It will be DQticedt that Thurelpn directs his letter 
to DeaeoD D. h- ^dghoLin, rather thaa Henry Lee and D. L. 
Bingham, as a committee. Yon will recollect that Thurston ob- 
jected to patting bis nantie to the church aKicfes — therefore, the 

•I _ 

piaid Thurston would never acknowledge any thing done under 
the direction of that committee; it was thousrhf proper for two of 
the committee to reply to the letter seni Bingham. Reply as 
S^lpws* 

(No. 4.) 

J^andiesicr, June 23, 1819. 
Mr. James THVEgroar— Sib, We shall offer no apology to you for the 
%eriy we take in answering your letter, dated the ITth instant directed to 
Delucena L. Bingham ; you made him the organ of cooimunication, not- 
withstanding you was informed that all your communications mir t he di- 
rected to the Committee; unprecedented as may be your mode of treating 
subjects of the most important concerns, which can affect society, you seem 
to choose to evade a fair and candid answer to our letter With the above 
introduction, we shall take up your letter as it reads, and treat it in a gospel- 
Ym manner. First you admit there were no charges alleged against you ; 
if so, what is the course for you, if you knew your brother has aught against 
us. *'Go and be reconciled to your brother," is the gospel proposition — ^is 
the gospel request, 'tis the gospel demand. Notwithstanding you say the 
Tetter from the church, directed to you, proposed nothing, requested noth* 
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^ing,tlematide4 nothing. You say it AccuseA in<9«l4. Tee ! «a4 we bc/fini^ 
the accusation to be just. You were the author of certain reports, m 8tatM 
to you. You well know you treated your brethren in the manner they faav« 
stated to you. You say the charges were in too general terms to admit of 
nn answer. This m^ de of evasion sir, we highly disapprove. Ton know 
they were too true to be deni#d. You say we have excommunicated 
you, cuiidemued yon unheard, and even without notice of being on trial; and 
of u hat use would it be for you now to attempt to anawer, to plead, or t# 
remonstrate ? We will answer. Sir, you know the above statement is falie* 
l^uu were notified to attend the church meeting to answer to certain report! 
which you were said to be the author of ; you accordingly attended ; and 
from your own testimony, was found chargeable, and justly condemned f 
DoeN this look like giving you no notice of the trial as it respects the ex- 
communicating of you ? You well know the sentiments of yonr Committed V 
the power exclusively .belongs to the church and parish from which yon h^ve 
your maintenance. It will be of no avail to you, fir to a«itwer evasivety^ 
6r to plead innocent* As for remonstrating, we despise the allusion of 
your having power to that effect ; this is not the first time you have spoken 
of remopstrating ; we wish you to remember, we call no man master OA 
earth; and that there is no law but the law of love to govern Christians | 
neither does it require any other. 

You say if you are an offender, and have committ^ any thing woi^ 
thy of death, you refuse not to die. You well know, sir, you have offend' 
«f1, and you cannot expect the fellowship of your « ilended brethren, ti/l yonr 
confession is made satisfactorilv to thom, and that as broad as the offence. 
1 he allusion in your letter, of leaving done any thing ** worthy of ^feath," 
we say we have made uo such all«^gation ; we are sorry that you should 
be so pusillanimous as to allude to that passage in scripture. We have a 
right to expect of you the truth, ^nd that without the least ex'asion or dup 
plicity. If you had aJways maintained the course that th^ gospel points out^ 
you would not have been in this unhappy situation. Had yon always spo* 
ken the truth of your neighbor, and maintained a gentleman»like, much mort 
a christian-like treatment towards your brethren and parishioners then yocC 
would have probably lived in love and fellowship ; then you might hav^ 
reasonably expected a gospel blesmng. But now you cannot ; it is in vain 
ibr you to expect it, unless you endeavor to cultivate and practice a gospil 
spirit. You will endeavor to treat the subject in future, with all that candor 
that the gospel demands. Direct your communications to the fubscribers, a| 
a Committee of the Church, if you please For most probably 4his thing 
will have a public investigation, unless you seek peace and pursue itf.agreeai* 
kly to the requests and demands of- the gospel. We are, with due respedi 
your Committeeof the Church of Manchester. 

TYLER PARSONSw 

Kr. Jambs Thueston, Jlfano^</er« 

This leads me to remark — It frequently was a subject of coa- 
versatioQ with the church members, what course was best to adopt* 
After repeated meetings of a majority of the church members, it 
was concluded on, to advise to the suspension of the the adminis- 
tration of the ordinance of the Lord*s Supper, for this reason-— we 
tlKMiglii it would iM the height of impittjr to pretend toitaataaftred 
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ordinance with su ch feelings, and such beliefs of (he admiDistra- 
tion as we entertained. The members met for the purpose of 
examination among themselves, of all the reports and facts that 
had as yet come to their knowledge. We found if Thurston should 
think best to acknowledge his false statements, and other immoral 
conduct that we believed him guilty of, it would not answer the 
public ;— and that the parishioners had a right to know all the 
truth, that had in any shape been made public. 1 1 was further 
tirged, that there was reports by this time in circulation, of such a 
nature as tended to bring the members of the church as a christian 
society, into disrepute. And further, that a transaction once 
made public, conld not be made private ; and therefore, for the 
honor of the religion we profess, and the happiness of the church 
and society in this town, JamfS Thurston ought to be dismissed. 
At this time, a report was in circulation, that Mr. Thurston 
had advised Doct. John- Dewey, in the year 1813, to tarry in 
Manchester in the character of a physician. And among other 
Inducements, he told Dewey that Manchester was a fine place for 
private dissection, as there was not the least diflSculty in obtain- 
ing subjects there. Thus far the report. After this came out^ 
with all the rest of the charges then against Thurston, it was 
thought expedient to obtain a copy of the letter that contained 
the above repoK. I accordingly called on Doct. Thomas Sewall, 
of Chebaco, now In Essex, respecting the report. He said it was 
true. I requested the letter, in order to copy the extract relating 
to Thurston's advising Dewey, as the report stated. The follow- 
ing is an extract of the letter, dated the 26th of October, 1818, 
signed Reuben D. Mussey, to Doct. Thomas Sewall. 

(NO. 5.) 
'*I>o€t. Dewey was in towa the other day, and on reference to your 
flifficaUies, he repeated his surprise that the Rev. Mr. Ihurston has interes- 
led hiniseif so ardently against you ; inu<imuch as he urged him to tarry at 
Manchester in the capacity of a physician, by a motive which seems to be in 
opposition to the course he is now taking. He told Doct/ Dewey he might 
have a fine opportunity for private dissections in Manchester, as there would 
Bot be the least difficulty in obtaining subjects there. 

Yours, &c. • REUBEN D. MUSSEY. 

To Doct. TH0HA.S I^SWALL. 

Hanover^ Odober 26, 1818. 

This charge in Mussey's letter to Sewall, was made known to 
Thurston, and he denied it, in his usual way of denying every 
thing alleged against him, however well supported. As Thurs- 
ton denied it so roundly, and in so many different places^ 1 thought 
it advisable to get Dewey's affidavit to the point. 1 then wrote 
Doct. Mussej on the aubject, as you will see by my letter annex- 
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ei), (latecT Manchester, November 24th, 1t(18, (marked No. (k) 
Doct. Mussey being a gentleman of the first tespectability fo^ 
truth, a Professor at Dartmouth Collegey and havijjg no induce- 
ment to state any thing more than what he heard from Doct. 
Dewey directly, induced many of us to believe it to be a ftict, t>oth 
in relation to Thurston's stating to Dewey, and Dewey relating 
the same to Doct. Mussey. Here follows my letter to Mussey. 

(No. 8.) 

Manehetier^ Nov, 24, 1818. 
Bb. Rbubebi D. Mussbt.-^Dbab Sib, Toura of the 26th of October to 
Doctor I'homas ^lewall hat necessarily been made kn«wn to Mr. ThuivloBii 
He has denied the conversation between him and Dr. Dewey as is stated in 
yours- I give you this early information, in ortier that you may be prepar- 
ed to disclose the whole truth An affidavit from Dr. Dewey will be of the 
first importance — the sooner the better 1 have placed the utmost confi- 
dence iu what you wrote. Mr. Thurston I am told expects to get an affida^ 
vit from Dr. Dewey, or some other person, to the contrary. I presume yoa 
will make no delay to obtain Dr. Dewey's testimony, as it will be of the first 
importance to the inhabitants of Manchester. I shall not be disappointed, 
If Mr. Ihurstou is found guilty of the conversation with D«ct. Dewey, and 
«I«o of denying the same. Write me on the receipt of this if you please. 

Yours, l;c. TYL£K VAB&QNBf 

(Reply by Doct. Mussey, as follows.) 

(NO. 7.) 

Hanwef^ N, f£. Nowmber 28, 18f 8* 
Ds\B StB — I' this evening received a letter from you, in which yoil 
slate, that a remark of Dr. J>ewey's, mentioned in my Utter to Dr. 8ewall, 
has been made known to Mr. Thurston. Why this was necessarily mad^ 
known to hin as you f^tate, I do not know ; but t had bo doubt of the truth 
of Dr. Dewey's statement, nor indeed can I have now although you say Mr« 
Thurston denies it. If Mr. Thurston does deny it, the probability i^ that h^ 
has forgotten the conversation. It did strike me with surprise, as it did Dr, 
Dewey, that a gentleman should oflB^r to one physician the facility of obtain- 
ing and dissecting dead bodies, as an inducement for him to settle in his parp 
ish, and persecute anothet physician with unremitted seal for the same thing;^ 
•ven before any adequate evidence was obtained of the tact. But men, even 
good men, often act inconsistently ; and it may be argued in Mr. Thurston's 
favor, that he has had time to change his views upon this subject, in addition 
to his hav ing forgotten the conversation. We are bound to put the most favo* 
rable construction upon the whole of his aonduet. Whether Dewey may think 
it worth while to give an affidavit in confirmation of his statement, 1 do not 
know — nor does it particularly interest me to know ; but I presume he will 
never deny any thing I have stated. I am of opinion, that no one who is ao 
^uainted with me, wilt charge me with falsehood or misrepresentation in this 
thing ; should this, however, be the case, I shall be ready, when legally call* 
ed upon, to make oath to the statement which 1 mentioned in my letter t^ 
Pr. gewall, as coming from Dr. Dewey. If you wish for an affidavit, perhaps 
yoor best way is to write to Dr. Dewey for it. This hnsin^B yon <iili )|SW"i^ 

8 
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plith as well as it is in my pewer to do. lie lives in Lancaster, N. H. sev- 
enty miles from this place, and is very seldom here. \l>outt1ie time 1 wrote 
to Dr. Sewall, he passed through this town, on his return homeward from a 
long journey ; he will probably not be again in Hanover for many monilis — 
I hope that you will be able to make a speedy and amicable adjustment of this 
tflfair. Your»s,&c. R. D. MUSSEY. 

Hr. TviiXB Parsons. 

I here remark, that Doct. Muuey believes, as in his letter, that 
Thurston did advise Doct. Dewey, as Dewey had told hina, al- 
though Thurston, as he says, denies it Mussey further says that 
he is ready to testify to the truth of what Dewey told him. You 
will «ee that Mussey makes this statement, in order thai Thurston 
may call up Doct. Dewey if he dare, or wishes. But does Thurs- 
ton do it ? No, be does not. You will see by John Girdler's tes- 
timony annexed, that Thurston had the original letter that accu- 
sed him, and two certified copies taken of it ; had he not the orig- 
inal sufficient time to take counsel ?— Surely, If Thurston was in- 
nocent, it wais a base charge ; and if he was guilty of such con- 
versation with Doct. Dewey> as is stated by Mussey, and then de- 
ny it in the manner he did, he is a base man. The circumstan- 
ces ate so apparent, we did believe Thurston guilty of this charge. 
I have thus far produced you the report, and in what manner it 
came to Manchester — ais it respects Thurston's advising Doct. 
Dewey to come to Manchester in 1815. — Thurston has in the 
most solemn manner denied having any agency in his coming 
there, either directly or indirectly. If we now show that Thurs- 
ton had an agency in getting Dewey to Manchester, then the 
third chi^rge I believe you will say, is supported to all intents and 
(>urpo^eB. In the first place, Doct Dewey came to Manchester in 
1915, wi(h letters of introdiiction to Capt. Burgess and others ; he 
800D found Thurston out. Thurston immediately waits on Doct. 
Dewey — to Maj. Burley Smith, and elsewhere, recommending 
Dewey as a man of the first tajents, &c. How came he so well 
acquainted with Doct. Dewey in a moment ? Did Thurston not 
tell Mrs. Allen, the wife of Capt. John W. Allen, a short time be- 
fore J>ewey came to Man<jhes(t€r, that there was a physician on 
iiis way to this town— (see Girdler's teslimony annexed.) Thurs- 
ton being at variance with Doct. Grosvenor at this time, as you 
will see by Smith's testimony the 15th of February, given at the 
school-house. Now look at the testimony of Burgess annexed, 
and the testimony of Docl. Dewey, dated March i3th, 1820. — 
There Devf^y says he has an impression that Thurston did know 
of his going to Manchester, before he went there, and that Thurs- 
ton had an agency in relation to his going there, although he has 
^y letter^ requested me (says Dewey,) to give a statement or fiertiji- 



19 

e.ai$ to the contrary — or requested me to certify vrhat I think he, 
Thursiony must have known to be false, 

I ask the reader if the third charge is not supported. Examine 
the testimony of Mussey, of Dewey, of Gird ler, ef Burgess, and 
the circumstances 1 believe you wilt say is sufficient and more 
than sufficient. Will not the circumstance of Thurston's reques* 
ting Dewey to give him a false siatement or certifUaU^ be suffi- 
cient to induce any one to believe that he will do any thing to 
get up false papers, (o acquit him from any charge he may have 
been guilty of; as the truth is, we the disaffected were satisfied of 
the guilt of Thurston, by all the circumstances, independent of the 
testimony of Dqct. Mussey, or Doct. Dewey. 

I now wish the reader to look at all the circumstances attend- 
ing Smith's testimony at the school-house, the 15th of February, 
in support of the fourth (^utrge — of slandering the inhabitants dt 
Manchester. Look at the townrmeeting of January 20th, 1819, 
and the circumstances attending it, in support of ihejifth charge. 
Look at the meeting of February 15th, 1819, and see the charges 
Thurston preferred against himself, and of his subsequent conduct, 
and then judge if the sixth charge is not supported, ^ook at the 
testimony of Girttter^ Amnohle and Burgess^ in support of the sevh 
enth charge^ together with all the circumstances attending. Look 
at Burgess's testimony in support of the eighth charge — vis« the 
false letter business ; see the circumstance of Capt. Martin's going 
to get a copy of it — my going with Deacon Bingham and others. 
I say look at all the circumstances, all the depositions that relate 
to it ; then take the fact as in Doct. Dewey's deposition, wher^ 
he says that he has not wriUen James Thuirston ana/ fetter, or sign^ 
ed any letter^ c&tf.—- refer to his deposition in support of the e^htb 
charge.. 

(No. 8.) 

To the Seleelmen of Manchester. 

Gentlbmen — 1 his is to request you to call a Tegat meeting of th^ 

Inhabitsnts of this rown as soon as you conveniently can, for them when 

together and duly orgaiiizeft, to receive a communication from me, as ibeir 

Minister, and to act thereon, as their wisdom shall direct. 

January 13, 1819. Yours, J. T. 

A true Copy — Attest, SAMusii Ba.na, Scribe of the Cotmdj. 

It will be necessary to make some remarks on all these meet- 
ings, for the purpose of explaining the understanding we the sece- 
ders had of them at that time. Tou will see this extraordinary 
petition to the town, communicates nothing, as it appears. The 
whole town was assembled-— Thurston then wants a committee, 
as he says, to enquire into certain reports He is not ready to teil 
what reports— neither does he say who he wanted oa that com- 
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mltfee, although w^ ceuld easily judge. We (ben suppoded that 
Thurston iotf nded to get a select committee^ and produce some 
kind of letters or papers before them, such as h^ saw fit, and 
they report their opinion to the town at some future meeting, ia 
order to crush the whole truth. You will see that he wrote a let- 
ter toDoct. Dfwey the day afrer this petition is written; there 
yoii »will see what he wanted — an honorable letter io lay before the 
committee. It seems he felt sure ef getting this committee. In 
that case you will see he was disappointed in ^uch a committee 
as he prob.'ibly wished for—- (refer to the meeting of the 20th Jan.) 
Dewey perfectly understood what Thurston meant by this honorei- 
hle letter, therefore he declined giving Thurston any letter at all^-^ 
Thurston threatening him in his letter to the contrary notwith- 
standing. Ynu will recollect that Dewey says in his deposition^ 
that Thurston had reqiif>»ted him in some other case, to give a 
8t «tem**nt— sunh a one i\% Thurston must have known to t>e false. 
Here follows Thurston's letter to Dewey. 

(No. 9.) 

Manchester^ Jan. 14, 1819. 
Dkir ??ir— T wrote' you the fourth of last month respecting the very 
unhappy situation 1 was hrougl|t into, hy reason of certain reports said im 
•eome from you— and which have been made use of to convey the idea - it 
was Imrtering away the dead bodies of my people to induce your continuance 
in Manchester. My people are apprised that I have written to you in full 
expectation that you would counteract th.»se reports, and they are much dis* 
appointed that I h^ve had no answer from you. A warrant is now (i^oing up 
for a town mf^ting, to choose a Commiliee^ in consequence of the difficulties 
which have arisen entirelif from this source if L can obtain an honourable let" 
itr from you to lay before the Committee, our difficulties will, 1 doubt not« 
eome to a happy termination ; but if not, painful consequences must ensue both 
to 1/9U and myself. How can you reconcile the thought of being the instru- 
ment of pouring disgrace upon me, and driving me from my people all which 
might be prevented by your seasonably complying with my muFt just and 
reafK)nable request. Dear sir, I cannot think you will fail to forwaitt me si 
leittr by the mail, without further delay. 

I again subscribe myself your afflicted friend, 

JAMES THlTRSrON. 

This may certify, that the foregoing is a true copy of a letter in my pop- 
session, received per mail from the Rev. James Thurston. 

Lancaster, N. H. March 13, 18^. JOHN DEWbY. 

I supposed that Thurston called the letter be predicted he should 
have, an honorable letter, to lay before this meeting coming. 
Would he have dared to have laid such a letter as he circulated in 
Manchester hefore the town ? 'Tis possible he might have presen* 
ted it to such a committee as he probably expected to get, agree- 
able to his oomnuiueation. Here he states to Dewey, that hia 
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difficulties have arisen entirely from this source ; but if he can get 
an honorable letter to lay before the committee, &c. — (Refer, 
euce to Thurston's letter.) Here follows the meeting agreeable 
to the petition* 

(No. 10.) 
At a town meeting legally natified and held at the Meeting-House ia 
Manchester, on Wednesday the 20th day of January, 1819, to receive a com* 
munication from the Rev. James Tharston— First chosen, Maj. Israbl Fo»» 
TER, Moderator — Secondly, voted to choose a committee to receive Mr^^ 
Thurston's communication, to coasist of three, vias : Nebemiah Goldsmith^ 
DecX. Nathan Allen, Joseph Hooper. 

Accordingly this committee waited on Mr. Thurston, who ao<^ 
companied them to the meeting-bouse, where the inhabitants wertt 
assembled — full bouse. Thurston came forward and delivered hit 
message as follows : 

(No. 11.) 

To the h^habilants of MmuhetUr^ now eonventi in Town Meeting ^ 
GsiftLEUBN — Whereas certain reports are in circulation, injuriously 

my moral and religious character, as your minister, and which greatly diih 

iurb the peace and happiness of the town — 1 hereby express my desire, that 

a committee may be chosen by the town to enquire into those reports, and t# 

take such measures relative thereto as they may think proper-^and then ti| f 

make report of their doings as their wisdom shall direct. I am. gentlemea, 

respectfully yoiir's, JAMES THURSTON, . y 

Mancheder, Jan 20, 1819. 

A true copy. Attest, SAM'L DANA, Scribe of the Councii^ 

Thurston having read his message, a motion was soon callet 
for to grant the request of Thurston, viz. a committee. Consid"" 
erable debate tools place ; it was argued en the part of Thurs- 
ton, (hat (here was the utmost propriety of granting him a com« 
Diittee lo hear bis complaints, without bis being ot)liged to name 
the complaints to the town, or repoHs as Thurston called them ; 
and if they the committee thought adviseable, to report at some 
future time, &c. On the other side it was urged that Thurstoa 
hud assembled this town together as they expected by bis peti* 
tion to hear something from him in relation to certain reports as 
in his communication ; and that the town were assembled an41 
ready to hear what Thurston bad to say, and that it was expe- 
dient that the whole town shQuld know what these reports were, 
that Mr Thurston's moral and ministerial character were injured 
by (hem, as Thurston said ; and if they did not prove true, we 
ou6;ht as a town to have him acquitted ; and if there was such 
reports as has been intimated, and are true, as we do believe they 
are, he ought to be disraisse<l. In reply on the part of Tburstoi^ 
It was contended for to choose a committee for Thurston agrf>e- 
Bble to his communication. A committee of three was named ; 
before the vote was called for, the whole house was named as 
eommittea — confusion. Finding the bouse divided, and shMld 
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not be able to accomplish any thiog, Mr. Thurston stated, if the 
town would grant him a committee to meet at any future time, 
they may then in town meeting agree on, that he would then 
be ready to make his statements, and to answer to any question 
that may be put to him, &c. He was replied to, we are now 
ready to ask you certain questions iri relation to certain reports 
that we have heard respecting you and your doings, and you, if 
innocent, can answer to us ; and this is a proper time ; you have 
called us here for that purpose, as we expected ; and according to 
all rtfrles you should be ready. 'Tis for us to complain of not 
being ready, if any one, as we do not know precisely what your 
re{)orts are. Reply from the other side*— Let there be a commit- 
tee chosen to meet on a certain time, say 15th of February next, 
to hear all the reports from (VIr. Thurston, or any one else against 
him, and let this committee report at March meeting next, their 
doings. Agreed to with this proviso, that the meeting should be 
an open town meeting. Agreed to, with this proviso, that if auy 
man was chosen on the committee that intended to present any 
charges against Thurston, he should then and there be taken off the 
committee. Thurston declared that he would be wilUn^ to he sifted 
like wheat, and that every man, wonian and child, should know the 
character of ^our Minister^ and that they would love him ten times 
US much ets ever, 1 condescend to use this Thurston's declaration 
in 'his own flat language jfor the sake of precision. Proceeded 
then to choose a committee. Voted the committee consist of 
•even. Voted to add eight to the committee. Voted committee, 
Henry Story, Richard Allen, David Colley, John Allen, Thomas 
Leach, Andrew Martin, Dea« D^L^ Bingham, Abiall Burgess, Is- 
rael Foster, Wm. Fisk, Samuel M Williams, Nathan Allen, Eben- 
ezf^r Tappau, Stephen Smith, John Knight. Then voted that the 
committee meet the 3d Monday of Fetiruary next at 9 o'clock, at 
the school-house ; the committee to sit at their own expense:. 
True Copy o/Rtcord, D. L. BINGHAM, Town Clerk. 

The reader will not forget that Thurston has at this time 
pledged hiAnself, that is, to use his own words, to be sifted like 
wheat, at the meeting of the 15th of February next. I will here 
remark, at this time there is a large majority of the committee on 
the part of supposing Thurston innocent, as we had reason to sup- 
pose from their actions. Thurston was indrfatigaJde in the mean 
time to exclaim and give us to understand that he was innocent 
in relation to what he supposed was going to be prt-fered against 
him. This memorable day of 15th February arrives; the com- 
mittee assembled; much excitement; full house; close doors by 
committee; half house; then open doors; the people assembled; 
committee organized ; chose Major Israel Foster Moderator, 
Samuel M. Williams Clerk. Mr. Thurston appeared and ad^ 
dressed the Moderator, stating that there was reports in circula- 
tion injurious to his moral and ministerial character, and request- 
ed to have the liberty to state them. He then said that he should 
be willing to have any charge preferred against him providing 
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^hcy could be supported agreeable to the law ^ God. He thea 
by leave of the Moderator read from the Bible the 1 5lh verse oj the 
\9th of Deuteronomy, that is, you will render by the mouth of 
two or three rvUnesses all things shall be established. Here some 
debate took place ; it was considered a violation of the agree* 
ment, when this meeting was proposed, we were then informed 
by Henry Story a leader in this committee, addressed to the Mod- 
erator, that the committee had come to this conclusion, to have 
two good evidences to support any charge against Thurston. This 
inference was then drawn, if any charge was preferred against 
Thurston, ^nd supported by one evidence, and corroborated by 
a thousand circumstances, so apparent that every man in the 
house was morally bound to believe ii, and actually did believe it, and 
for the want of the oihet positive evidence, the committee are bound 
to say that they do not believe him guilty of the charge preferred. 
I ask isthis doing as you woald like to be done by, in order to ob- 
tain justice ? And on the part of Thurston, does this look like being 
willing to be sifted like wheat? However, we were in Providence 
prepared to stft him a little tsloser than he perhaps supposed, 
by his Detderonony rules. We informed the Moderator we 
were ready to comply with these rules, though we considered 
them a deviation from the rules agreed on in town meeting of the 
20th of January. Capt. A. Martin replied he thought that the 
best way was to have every thing brought forward, and hear all, 
and give it what weight it required. 1 would remark here, if they 
had done that, it would have saved this town some thousands of 
dollars in my, opinion, and the truth in all its unvarnished state 
would have appeared there; justice and truth would have em- 
braced each other. 

I proceed to observe, that Mr. Thurston came forward with his 
report ; he then and there stated that it was reported that he, 
said Thurston was 1st. Guilty of fornication. 2d. He was said to 
be guilty of being often with the women and girls. 3d. That he 
had got one girl with child. 4th. That he was guilty of taking a 
bundle of shingles from the school house in a clandestine and 
fratuhdent manner. 5th. He was guilty of encouraging a certain 
physician, John Dewey, to tarry in the town of Manchester, 
stating it to be a good place to carry on private dissections. 

These reports and charges Mr. Thurston produces, you will 
observe, against himself; pretending that he should prove himself 
innocent. It was to be expected that Thurston would have pro- 
duced some evidence in order to acquit him, as he produced all 
the specific charges. The committee inquired if any one had any 
charge to prefer against Thurston. Yes was the answer. Can 
Ihey be supported by two good evidences ? Yes, replied half a 
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doK^ii'evideiiAf^s. It was further remarked b? it reiprcts <he p^ 
ports of Thurston brought against himself, viz. three first charges, 
<&c. never had been a subject of litigation either in church or 
town, to our knowledge ; as it respects the other charges, w« 
presume it can be proved to the sati^fnction of this commitfee, 
that Mr. Thurston took a bundle of shingles from the school 
bouse in an ungentteman like manner. As it regards Uie last 
charge that Thurston produces, viz. his advising Doctor Dewey 
to tarry in Manchester for the purpose of private dissection, no 
doubt, it is believed by many, and prohahly will prove trueevent- 
nally. But for the purpose of showing this Inst charge is true, 
we must prove what led to ii-^and we are now ready to proceed 
to prefer one charge against Thurston, and endeavor to prove the 
charge as follows accusation marked No. I . 

Accusatioa against James I'hurston, for wickedly maliciously, and impi> 

ously, without just cause or provocation, contrary to the laws of (iod antt 

nan, did, in the presence of witness, in a violent manner assert, and slander^ 

ously report, in the Town of Manchester, as acovetnus,'ma1icious, and Indian 

sett of people; thereby giviag a full exhibition of his disposition, his malice, 

^nd his hypocrisy, injurious to the peace, the character, and the intent of tb« 

inhabitants of Manchester. 

Manchester, February 15. 

( Therefore, the subscriber requests this respectful committee, to enquire 

into the above named wicked, malicious and impious slander.— and report 

their judgment accordingly, for further investigation, if necessary. 

Signed, 1YL£H PAHSONS. 

This charge* was denied by Thurston. I will here remark, in 
Iproving this charge, as here alleged, against Thurston. I prove 
the fourlh charge agreeable to the statement proposed. To pro- 
ceed— >the evidence was called — M^or Burley Smith was sworn 
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, in the 
C^se now in hearing, &c. 

SMITH began by observing, that his testimony was lengthy — and as 
il was attended with so many circumstances, th^t it would require patience 
of the committee to hear all of it ; and as the time was so long since the affair 
happened, probably something had passed bis memory — but the principal of 
the history was distinctly in his mind. Sometime in the yecr 1815, (I be- 
lieve it to have been about the middle of November,) I moved into .Manches* 
ter out of the country, as many of you know, having been absent from MaB- 
chester for some time ; after moving down to Manchester, i began to en- 
quire about the affairs iu town. 1 soon found that Mr. ihurston and Doct. 
Grosvenor were contending as usual. Not long after I removed to Man* 
ohester, Mr. James Thurston came to my house, with a young man, Doct. 
Dewey, as he intr educed him to me, and said that he was from Hanover, N. 
H. and that he (Dewey^ had come to Manchester for the purpose of estab^ 
lishing himself in the line of his profession as Doctor. Mr. Thurston soon 
left the room. Then Doct. Dewey soon made his buiioesi and iatentions 



169 

?cnf)WB more fully to me; he obpcrved, "that he understootl that Doet^ 
f»rosvenor our present phy^iciPn had hut little piacticf in tnwn; atid asi 
have come here for the purpose of settling, 1 would wish to make some en- 
quiries of you," said ">evvey, *'re pectingniy encouragement to settle in Man- 
€hf.'St<r, «s a physician." Reply by Mnilb. **1 have been absent from this 
place abt»u' two years in the country, therefore I am not suflBciently acquain- 
ted uith the situation of Doct. Grosvenor, as. it re^ipects his fsractice in this 
place, and therefore 1 must dentine giving you an answer at present." . l>ew- 
ey repliedv '*1 have been to the principal men in this town, and have not seea 
«r.y one that would give me an opinion on this subject ; but it i8<»f impor- 
tance to me, as 1 should not like to settle in any place, where 1 could not be 
uspfu' tomyself and society geoerallj^," Doct. Dewey inclined to have me 
give bim my opinion in relation to his tarrying in Manchester : as be repeat- 
edly urged the business, 1 told him tlijit I would consult some of my ffienda 
and acquaintance, those that wouhl rbe likelv to be good judges, and would 
then answer liim on that 8ubject-r*hc left my house. After a few days, I 
made such enquiries, and of such persons as I thought best judges, respecting 
Doct. Gros\"enor's intentions of leaving the town— and I found by enquiry, 
that Doct. Gro^'venor had no intention of leaving town; and that Mr. Thurs- 
ton and Doct Grosvcnor were at variance, i mavHe enquiries of the cause of 
all thif! noise between them. I found that the general voice of the people 
was, that 1/r. Thursionhiid interfered with Doct. Grosvenor's medicine and 
practice among the sick. And further, it was said that Mr. lliurston had 
been the wh:»Ie means of advising Doct Dewey to Manchester — Thnrston 
being at war with Grosvcnor at that time. Ihis a£fair became a subject of 
convf rsntion among us. Mr. I'burston was enquired of respecting his advi- 
sing Doct. Dewey to 'Manchester; — he denied it. and said he had no agency 
in it whatever. We did not believe him, however, although he did deny it— • 
the circumstances at that time warranted the belief, that Thurston did adl- 
vise him there. F hiding that it would be attended Hith much difficulty for 
IWr. 1 burston and Grosvenor to be at variance in a manner that they were^ 
1 resolved to go to the respective parties, and see if some adjustment of the 
buftiuess could be obtained, and advise t a speedy settlement ; believing that 
if the business was not attended to by stime one, we should probably lose 
both physicians Doct. Dewey would not tarry, and Urosvenor perhapa 
would remove to get rid of the noise 

L ill St called on Doct. Gro venor, and advised him to settle with Ihurston, 

as Thurston appeared to be intent on hurting him in (he lina of his pr fes- 

sion. Grosvenor said he was willing to settle with I hurston on just and 

honorable terms. 1 then went to 1 hurston, and after some considerable con- 

TCi^ation in relation to Doct Dewey *8 tarrying in Manchester, I mentioned 

to I hurston, that his character was laboring much, and that he had s^ood 

charged unth falsehood, in relation to Doqt- Dewey's coming here ; for he had 

told some persons that a physician was on his way to this town, just before 

Dewey came. Said i you had better settle your difficulties wi'h Grosvenor. 

Keply by rhurston, *' if GrosvM'nor wishes to settle with me, let him come 

to me, for I will not run after him." Well, said I. if Dr. Grosvenor will write 

you on the subject, will you answer it, and powit out the way and maoneff 

this thing shall be settled ? Yes, I will, said I hurston I told him that I 

would call immediately and make known his communication to Dr. Gro»>, 

veiior. As i was going out of the door, Thurston said to me, you must not 

let Groscenor know that 1 ha\ e any desire to have the difficoltieii feCiileyd. 
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Hearing this. conDrmecl more fully in my mind the chnracler of Thurston ; af 
many Baiil he was a bcuimnn and a dangerous mnv in community ; however, 
I went to Or* Orosvenor and sttited the businesh to him. He said that he 
would attend to it. A few days after I saw Dr. (irosvenor ; ^aid I, have 
you written Thurston yet ? Keply he had, but liad not received an answer 
from Thurston. Not long, say ten or twelve days, I saw Mr. Ihnrston. 
He told me that Orosvenor bad written him at such a time, but that he had 
not answered him. I replied, I am surprised that you have not attended to 

I 

this tiling before this time. Thurston naw that L believed he had treatetUhis 
thing with neglect. He further observed (hat be should consider of it u little 
longer ; finding that Thurston appeared ver^' indifferent about the business, 
notwithstanding 1, as a friend to all pities had taken so much inteiest. as I 
conceived for public good and privaterhabpiness. I then resolved to abandon 
the pursuK We parted. 1 saw Dri D(pwey shortly afterwards, somewhere 
by Mr. Thurston's dwelling house. HVas, if I recollect right, on Saturday 
in the afternoon. After passing -the usual compliments, well, said Doctor 
Dewey, i presume yeu have prepared yourself to answer to the questions 
I proposed to you. Reply, yes, i am : but 1 had much rather not. 1 shall 
depend on your answer according to agreement* Well, said i to Dewey, I 
think your encouragement in this town as a physician very small ; for this 
reason, that the inhabitants df Manchester are detei mined to support Dr. 
Orosvenor. Dr. Dewey thanked me for my candor, and we parted, and 
Dewey went i<lto Thurston's house. The next day was the Sabbatli. I 
went to meeting expecting to hear Mr. Thurston say something about the 
business from the desk, as it was his usual way of implicaitng those that did 
not agree with him in either civile or religious, or political views. A-fter 
meeting, Mr. Thurston spoke to me as i was goiug from the meeting house 
near by Mr. Henry Lee's, and requested me to go with him to -his house ; I 
replied to Thurston that 1 was not very well, that 1 had taken cold and could 
not well call at that time. He said th»t he had business of importance to men- 
tion to me, and if 1 would not go to his house, he would call down to my 
bouse. 1 then told Mr. Thui*9ton if it was business of great importance, 
notwithsta iding my -indisposition, I would «all up early in the evening; ac- 
i;ordingly 1 went at early candlelight the same sa66a//(et;e — when i arrived at 
Thurston's house he bad company, who soon retired ; and Mr. Thurston soon 
began to speak of Doct. Orosvenor in a veiy reproachful manner. He then 
turned his conversation respecting Doct. Dewey's settling in Manchester — he 
spoke* of Dewey as a man of the first medical taltnts for his age, and that he 
was from a good family, and a man of truth and veracity^ &c. He then said 
to me, did you tell Dr. Dewey, yesterday, that if he settled here his encour- 
agement was small or nothing ? I reiJied to 1 hurston, yes, I did, or some- 
thin g to that effect. He then said that Dr. Dewey had told him so the eve- 
ning before, and that he (Dewey) was going to leave the town in the morn- 
ing for that reason. Thur.-t;m said, instead of helping me, you have ruined 
me and my family on that account. 1 immediately arose to come away, when 
Thurston rexiuested me to stop longer. 1 answered, you say that I have ru- 
ined you and your famHy-— is this the way you mean to treat me for my kind- 
nesses? 1 have used the best of my endeavors to reconcile you and Doctor 
Grosvenorto each other ; and I have tried to persuade people, that you was 
not the means of getting Dr. Dewey into this town, as you have reptattdty 
said to me and others, that you never had any agency in his coming here, nei- 
ther did you know of his coming here, as you said before he came here. 1 then 
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told him, that many people believed be bad stated, thai which he Baiut. 
have knoicn at the time to have been false^. about 1>&Nvey'9 coining 
to Manchester; and my opinion to him was to advise Dr. Dewey 
to leave town by ail means. He then began to implicate Dr. Grosve- 
nor, stating \nm to be a grMt ducU^ and that he had cheated Dr. Mussey 
out of fifty dollars, and defamed Grosvenor in the most base manner it 
is possible to conceive. 1 replied to Thurston, if Dr. Grosvenor is such 
a man as you represent him to be, then you have got the devil in your 
church. But, notwithstanding' what Thurston said, about Dr. Grosvernor, I 
still advised him to settle all his difficulties in the town with. Dr. Grosvenor, 
and all the rest ; or I believed he would have to leave the town himself. He 
then replied, and said, before I will muckle to Dod, Grosvenor^ 09 anyofthit 
people, I will lose the last drop of my hearths bloody for yon are a covetous , ma* 
liciouSf Sittd Indian set of people, I then took my leave of him, astonished at 
his conduct — and for the most part of the time since 1 have been treated with 
indifference by Tburstoo. — I have endeavored to give *a statement to you, 
Mr. Chairman of this Committee, with a strict regard to the truth, ^bere 
was much more conversation no doubt,but so long since it would be impossible 
fibr me to tell every word. As I, at that time, never expected to be called to 
state any thing that may have been said, neither should I have remembered 
so much of it, but being treated by Mr. Thurston in such. a manner, and his 
disposition that he shewed me at his house, such malicious, vncked, and inipi- 
ous language astonished me^ coming from a. priest. 

Smithes testimony being fioifthed thus fnr, Mr. Ttiurafon said 
ibat in the afternoon he would be able to do away Smithes evi- 
dence. The meeting was accordingly adjourned to one o'clock. 
.The committee met according to adjournmeiU — a Cull house, (o 
hear Mr. Thurston's evidence. Thurston appeared^ and with 
hihi two-ladies — Miss A. H. (a particular friend) and his daughter 
Eliza. After being sworn^ Miss A. H. was called on the stand, 
atid was asked what she knew about the conversatioa between 
M/)jor Smith and Mr. ^urston, at his dwelliug:house, at a certain 
time, Saiibath evening, some time about the month of Dec. 1815. 

Reply by Miss A. H."she did not recollect hearing any thing particular 
about the conversation, between Major Smith and Mr. Thurston at that 
lime."^ Quest. **Was you in the room at the time Mr. Thurston slandered 
ns.^ Answer — "No, 1 was not" This was the amount of what Miss A. H. 
said. I believe she spoke the truth — *'that she was not ia the room at that 
time'' — for Smith testified that the company left the room when Thurston 
began to talk with him. I will here remark, that Mis^ A. H. has since said 
to me, in presence of others, that she did hear Mr. Ihurston say about the 
same as Smith said Thurston stated to him-: viz. that we were an Indian set 
of people, and that he would spill the last drop of his heart's bk>od before he 
would kmickle, kc. She thinks this conversation to have beea the Tuesday 
following the time that Smith heard him slander us. So you will see that 
Thurston was in the habit of using these slanderou« speeches. 

Miss Eliza Thurston was called on the stand. Ctuest. **What do you 
know about the conversation between Majop Smith and your father, at such 
a time." Reply by £liza — *^If I can be indulged with hearing what Major 
Smith has said, as coming from my father, I can then tell whether my father 
said it or net." This liberty was allowed her. It was then stated to her 
what Smith had. said, as coming from her father ; that ws were a covetous 



malicious, and hidian nt of people, Ic. Quest. *'T>i(l yon fiear Midi con- 
veration." Reply by Elizd— **iio I diJ not*' Mr. Thurston asked leave 
toeuqiiireof Ifza — granted *' Eliza, did you not hear Major Smith say, if 
lhBn\ XotVrct. Grosrenor in mt/ church, I had frut Ihc Vcril there ?'^ **0 
ffes. I hard that" I then enquired of » liza, if she was in the room at the 
time that her father said we were a covetous, maliciouji. and Indian ?et of 
Ipeople. Reply by f* liza— * I wa«« there j?/i/ bffore and jnrt afieruards.^^ 
Ctuenion to Fliza by Snith — '^Wliat was your father buying about D<>ct<»r 
Grosvenor, which led me to reply that you have ihe devil in your church?" 
Reply by Kliaa — **l do not recollect any thinjr more " Smith was then cal- 
led on the stand, and stated ihe conversation that rhur!<ton had at that time, 
viz. Ihurston was dtfamiiig Grosvtnor in the ni«!flt base light that is possible 
to conceive of; he said that be was neheat. and cheated Doct Mussey out tf 
fifty dillarx and that he had cheated him, and ht* rcpresoited Grosvenor as a 
nan of the worst character. I then replied, if so. then you have the devil in 
your church *'mith then said if r. fburstou will be put onoatli, and come 
on the siai'd, and deny what 1 have stated, 1 will take it on m>.self. No re- 
ply to -^mith by 1 hurston. '1 hu.ston then nbserved to the moderator, if 
there was not already 8«ifficient evidence to prove his innocence, he could 
produce a pie: ty for, sa.d Thurston, Mrs. Thurston is at hand, (mean . g 
in (apt Burgi^ss's house opposite.) He.ry Story, (a leader in Ihursion's 
cause ) said to the moderator, that Mrs. Ihurston, was* good evidence (i 
was then said on the other si«te, if Thurston's wife was to be admitted as evi- 
dence. we presumed all our wi^es would be aduiitted. Then, said "^tory, we 
do Dot want wift 's here as evidence, i be question was then asked by ^tory, 
*i8 there any m^re charges against Thurston that can be vupported by two 
good evidences ?" ? he answer was yes,* by half a dozen of evidences. Thurs- 
ton then said that he did n >t expect to have charges brought against biro 
th»Te. by a church member ; and that he would not submit to be tried by this 
committee ; he said he would be tried by an ecclesiastical tribunal ; be said 
he had got more on him than he could bear. ! his meeting was then adjourn- 
ed to meet previous to the vlarch meeting, to which this committee waste 
make a report of their •pinion. I hey accordingly met, and agreed not tM 
report any thing respecting the business- 
Here all this e:r«'at meeting; thit Thurston had jrot up, whore he 
said he would l»e ready to he lifted hk wkeat. ended. I ask the 
candid reader how this commillee would have reported, if they 
had reported without the le^st partiakty t AVould ihey not have 
Bai4l unanimously, that rhurston w .s guilty, as stated by Smith? 
1 will now review this trial. In the first |»laee, this trial uf Phiirs- 
fon's was agreed w\ mutually by Thurston andhisfii: nds, and these 
that Hd believe Thurston to be a bad man. and not fit to hold the 
Office of a minister of Christ Agreed on, as you will see by look- 
ing at the town-nieeting of Jan. 20th, i.r^fixed; then Thurstoii 
pledi/ed himself to be ready to be ,sift€d like wheal &c. Then it 
was agreed th it all persons shoidd have liberty to prefer any charge 
they ple.'ised, and in the manner they choste; and the roinmiltee 
Ivas to judge ofthe whole, and give such a report as they saw fit. 

Was th»8 the course this committee took ? I presume the reader 
will say not. What was the course' they took; was it x\6\ i\\% 
rule of the ancients. \n tm unenlis^hti nf d nfte ofthe world — the laws 
ff DeuUra9umt/ \{>ih ^hapter^- aucb.as ail the civilized world hm 





long sioce abandoned? Is it practised at this 6fiy nnr where? 
"What man is safe \\y this rule. For exnm 'le — one neishhor rises 
vp and sloi/s his next neighbor ; the third sees the whole transaction ,* 
bu' for the want of one more to see this murd'^r perpdrated^ the man 
that commitled the horrid deed, is to be considered innocent ; his slay" 
inff his neis^hbor to the contrary notivithstandins: ■ ''IVII it it not in 
Gath^ and publish it not in Askelon^ for the purpose of hwing it 
believed^ that such a rule can possibly be n8:ht In the 2d fdace, 
did not Thurston have every indul|s:ence that a mijority oi' friends 
couUI give him? Did )ie not have ihem of his own household as 
evidence, his own daughter, and IMiss A. H. she a Sitecial friend, 
being long acquainted in the family, having strong attachments to 
thoseof her sex in Mr. Thurston's family? And what d<>es she 
tel! you. Does she not say as every person of truth would have 
said — tliat she was not in the room at the time Major Smith was 
there, at Thurston's; and that is the reason why she did not hear 
what was said by Thurston at that time — therefore her evidence 
was nothing in this case. Was Eliza in the room at the time that 
her father spoke these unchristian-like words, as Smith said he 
did ? She says uiider oath that she was not ; and Smith says that 
thecom:»;;ny left the room when he went there, or soon after;— 
tiierefure, I conclude she did not distinctly hear all the conversa- 
tion between her father and Smith; and Miss A. H. heard none 
of it—- notwithstanding she says she was in the room just before her 
father 8;»oke tiie words, And just afterwards. 1 now ask the reader 
to judge whether she did probably hear or not. She further says, 
when asked by hrr father if she did not hear Major Smith say at 
that time, if ht; had Doct. Grosvenor in his church, he had got t')e 
devil there. O yes, she said, that she heard that ; when asked if 
s!ie heard any thing else, no she said, she did not. It appears by 
her account, that she had completely forgotten the conversation 
that led Smith to make this remark to her father, when her father 
was, as Snriith says, defaming Grosvenor in the most shainefnl 
manner possible to conceive of 1 ask, under such circumstances, 
has she given any evidence in favor of her father? If not, then hr.s 
she not given a most decided evidence in favor of Smith! s testimony 
against her father ; for she does say, that she was there jii^i before 
Siluljust afterwards — that is, as 1 understand her, just after the 
words ihat Smith STVore her father said were spoken; of course,, 
she must have known when (hey were spoken. This you will rec- 
ollect is all the ev^idence produced by Thurston against the charge 
of slandering the inhabitants of Manchester, as sworn to by Smith 
on the 16th of February. Am I not warranted to believe, that 
Thurston was guilif of that conversation, as stated by Smith;—- 
I did then believe it^ and do nc^Tt; believe it. Thurston then had 
liberty granted him by the committee, to stop and not proceed any 
further. Had we not a just right to expect this committee to pro- 
ceed in the examination of Thurston. This was the second time 
he had called the tovvn together for this purpose, to enquire into 
certain reports ; here we only enquired into one report. What 
does Thurston do next? He writes a line to the chairmm of that 
committee, and then seems to fear that an unfavorable impression 
h made on some mitids; as though he was afraid to have the truth 
Come to light. He then pledges himself a^am, that he will meet 
tlie charges agaiuat him. Did he Bot w«U kiiow that this euai- 
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fnit(«e as favorable as they were to him, they would not be 
trampled ott and trifled with in this manner 

1 submit all my remarks to the candid and impartial reader. My 
object has been in the examination of all these transactions, and 
shall be as far as is in my power, to explain the proceedings as I 
then understood them, having a due regard to the truth in my re- 
marks. 1 refer the reader to the testimony of Samuel M. Williams 
annexed, he being clerk of this meeting, of the 15th of February, 
and of course is perfectly acquainted with all the proceedings. I 
could multiply testimony, but 1 suppose it is not necessary ; all 
these meetings were public, as you will see,— and by carefully pe- 
rusing them, you may become as well acquainted with all the 
transactions as I am. Here follows Thurston's request to the 
chairman. 

(No. 12.) ' 

To Maj. ISRAEL FOSTER, Chairman oftheCommiltee, chosen by the ioum, 

to enqairt into certain reports, &c. 

SIR — Whereas it seems that my unwillingness to admit certain charges^ 
which were offered to the committee by a number of the church, and to reply 
to the same, without having been previously made acquainted with them, 
has made an unfavourable impression on the minds of many, as though I was 
afraid to have my conduct examined, and the truth con.e to light ; notwith* 
standing, I see no cause to alter my sentiments with respect to the improprie- 
ty of such proceedings ; yet, under existing circumstances, and tb have it 
known that I am- not disposed to evade an enquiry into my conduct, upon 
fair principles — I do now, after further consideration, offer to meet those char- 
ges, and answer to them before the commiitee, provided that you, sir, will ob- 
^ tain a copy of them^ and furnish me with the same before the time arrives for 
ihe committee to meet again according to their adjournment. 

I am, sir, respectfully your's, 
Manditster, Feb. 24, 1819. JAMES THURSTON. 

A true copy. Attest, SAM^L DAN A» &n6eo/ <A« Oou/tct7. 

I remark here that Thurston^s statement to Major Foster is as 
iie, Thurston, says he is ready to answer, not to he sifted like 
wheat, as in his former statement ; this answering, you will ob- 
serve, ha» got a proviso, that is, if Major Foster will get him a 
copy of the charges; he must have well known that the chairman 
would not trouble himself about the charges; and if he did. he 
could not have obtained them, and therefore he, Thurston, should 
escape the scrutiny of this committee. Perhaps you may enquir<» 
why this committee did not make a report of their proceedings ?. 
I cannot tell you. I did then suppose that they were acquainted 
of the circumstances of Thurston's pretences of having a letter 
soon, in order to acquit him from the charge of the disspcting^ 
business, as in MusseyV letter to Sewall ; and I sup[)0sed the 
committee considered that one of the leading charges against 
Thurston ; and of course, if they reported they had nothing more 
to report than to say, I presume as every other man in the co(n- 
munity will say in that case, that Thurston was guilty of slan- 
dering the inhabitants of Manchester, as stated by Smith. 1 sub- 
mit my remark with candor to the public on that head, and pro- 
ceed to observe, that March meeting arrived the eighth day of 
March. At 8 o'clock A. M. chose our officers, and transacted 
other business as usual. The article came up in the warrant to 
raise money for the salary of Thurston ; here wa» considerable 
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debate. It was urged in favor of voting the money as usoal for 
Thuretou's salary, as we could not avoid it, we had agreed to pay 
him a certain sum, and that yearly, and that would have to be 
done at all events, until such times as he was dismissed, longer or 
shorter the term of time. It was stated on the other side, that 
Thurston's salary was on certain conditions; and those condi- 
tiuiis were, that he, Thurston, was to perform certain duties, viz. 
He had agreed to be a teacher of piety, morality and virtue — and 
that he had ceased to perform those duties, but stood charged of 
slandering the inhabitants of Manchester, as appeared by Smith's 
testimony of the 15th of February ; and that he stood charged of 
the advice to Dewey, as in Dr. Mussey's letter to Sewall ; and 
that the dissafiection was so great, that it was not proper to vote it 
for Thurston ; for it might end in a division, and of course be at- 
tended wHh bad consequences, die. On the other side, it was 
said that Thurston would recover his salary as long as he at- 
tended to his parochial duties. Reply— If slandering of the 
inhabitants, and other unchristian like conduct, was consid- 
ered parochial duties, then Thurston had amply fulfilled 
them, and ought to have his salary. The vote was at length 
called for ; the house divided, and counted a small majori- 
ty to raise the moneys and some of them voted on the principle 
of having the gospel preached, and not because they wished 
Thurston to have it, for they were decidedly against Thursiou^s 
receiving it ; for the truth of this remark, Capt. John Lee voted 
for it, he being opposed to voting money for Thurston. This 
circumstance of voting Thurston's salary produced the expected 
result ; that is, served to make party interests, some hard sayings 
on both sides, alienated the affections, and produced ill blood. 

About these day«, this/amotis Utter ^ so long predicted by Tkurs- 
iony made its appearance — it came by mail. 1 will remark here, 
for the reader to trace this letter.^ if he can, with me. It has many 
serpentine appearances, and though it was sweet in the mouth of 
Thurston when it first arrived, I think it must before this be bit- 
ter in his belly. This unaccountable letter so mueh dependance 
was placed on, even months before it came ; it was directed to 
the Rev. James Thurston, of Manchester. I was informed by 
them that saw it, that it was dated about the latter part of Janua- 
ry, 1319, about, as I suppose, a month or five weeks before it ar- 
rived at Manchester. 1 was informed that it Was put into the 
post office in the state of Vermont, about 30 or 40 miles froni 
where the man lives that the letter is said to come from, viz. 
Dr. John Dewey of Lancaster, New Hampshire; this letter from 
Dr. Dewey, as Thurston stated, was to acquit him, Thurston, from 
the gross charge of dissection business, as has been proved, 1 pre- 
sume, to thcsatisfaction of every man, in charge the third prefix- 
ed. Mr. Thurston whs much elated when this letter got here ; 
he was congratulated by his friends, and some of those that he> 
said Thurston, considered his enemies^ particularly Captain Rich- 
aid Allen. Thurston gave Captain Allen intimation of his re- 
ceiving such a letter from Dr. Dewey to exonerate him from the 
base charge as in Mussey's letter to Sewall. Capt. Allen observ- 
ed to Thurstoif that he must feel very happy in receiving such a 
letter under such circumstances, &c. This letter was circulated 
among bis friends with astopiahing rapidity. The noise of it wft« 
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like the noise of fn«wv "waters. I believe it wng read in ' Mr. 
ENfnezer 'r»|»pan'» 8*»re. Cafitain Amlrew Miir^ters tuM me he 
read it io his bous*^, as I understood him. Capt. \. Hur^eBs re<)d 
If. 1 believe this strange letter did not mnke it8 H(i{)faraiiee a- 
mong the disaflfected part of th** community, except in one or tuo 
instances. Capt. Andrew Marsterscame to me 2>nd citquired it I 
had seen Mr. Thursion^s letter. I rtptied. no, 1 have not ; hut I 
should like to see it. f ohserved to him, fr«>m what 1 had hr.trd 
of it, the ronnner of expression in said letter had mad* some sus- 
picions in my mind of its beinfs: fiilse ; and one other cireumsi tnce 
in my mind to su<M>ose it a false letter uhs. that it w»s not hand- 
ed round among Thurston's enemies, as Thurston called ihem. 
Capt- Marsters sai(i that he h^d re. d it. 1 then o( 8er\ed toC a|t, 
Blarslers that if 1'hurston had got a letter from l)r John Dewey, 
exonerating him from that gross charge, stuted in Mussey's letter 
to Sewall, and that 1 could he reasonably sniis6ed of it, that I 
presume 1 could do as much and would do as much as any man to 
acquit him. The more 1 thought of the circumstances ol such a 
letter Cuming agreeable to Thurston's predictions, the circum- 
stance of his not letting that letter come among the disaffected — 
the curious circumstance of Thurst'm pretending to go into the 
country to see Dewey, when he, Thurston, wore down three 
horses, as in John Girdle's tistimony — the circumstance of this 
letter beinii maii'd in Vermont, at m dist.mce from Dr. Dewey's 
place of residence — the circumstance of Thurston denying that 
he had any agency in getting Dr. Dewy to Manchester— his de- 
nying the ti^timony of Smith — the manner he ridopte<l to get clear 
of Smith's test iofiony— the universal habits of his prevaricating 
\rith the church — and in short the whole of h>s conduct in Man- 
chester for years as it respects our difficulties, induced me to he- 
lieve that this was a downright fnlse letter got up as I believ<:d, 
for the express purpose of exonerating Thurston fr(»m the base 
charge of disi^ecting business, that 1 then believed aMldotte- 
lieve him guilty of, hs slated by Muesey in bis letter to Dr. bew- 
ail. The friends of 'i'hurston slil I upbraidcnl me with my unbe- 
lief^ and in order to convince Capt. Marsters. 1 proposed that he 
should go to 'I'hurston and get the letter for me to peruse ; and if 
he told Thurston of my intentions, he could not obtain the letter 
or a copy of it. Capt. Marsters vvis some surprised, as 1 suppose, 
at my remarks. 1 believe 1 proposed to give hirn ten dollars lor the 
letter or a certified copy of it. Capt. Marsters called on Thurs- 
ton, as he informed me, for the purpose of getting the letter or a 
copy, but WHS denied (>y Thurston. On his return, I made en- 
quiry of him of the success he met with. He Sr^id ihai Thuiston 
would not let him have it. I then asked him his opinion ; he 
said he thought pretty much as I did abou: it, wben.l read the let- 
ter to Marsters. i thus was not so fully satistied as I should like 
to have been; it now appears to me to be a false letter. Well 
said i to Marsters. there is a Wciy to know ; if l>oct. Dewey is an 
honest man, he will testify whether he has written Thurston such 
a letter or not. The above is a» near the conversation with C tpt. 
Marsters as 1 can recoliecV. For the better sitisfact.on of this bu- 
siness, I, with others, the committee of the ctiurch cailed on Mr. 
Thurston, to inform him that the opinion of the church was, that 
his useftiiaess was at an end ia this lowa ; and to advise him to 
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as!c a (llsmlssiOB. He replied^ that God had ^t a great work Tor 
him to do in ihis ptar.e, &c. We also {nformpd Thurston that we 
un Jerstood Hint he had a letter from Dr Dewey to exonerate 
him Irona the charge in Mussty's letter to Sewall ; Thur8ti)Q 
replied, that he had, and that he understood, that I had said that 
1 woultl do ns much as any man to acquit him. 1 replied that I 
had Slid 8oni»'thing to that effect. 

I then asked 'fhurstotj for the letter. Thurston then produced 
■le a hotter written hy Dr. Dewey, a^I believe in the year 1817. 
I perused it, and remarked to Thurston, that 1 wished to see the 
letter that he had recently received as purporting to have come 
from Or. Dewey. He then produced this letter that he had showa 
around among his friends, as 1 supposed. I perused it, and read it 
in presence of Deacon Bingham, and Mr. Henry Lee and other 
churc!) me fibers, f was satisfied thai it was not written by Dr. 
Dewey ; the hand I supposed to resemble the band writing of 
some young woman that 1 bad seen, 't'he signature was intend- 
ed to represent Dr. Dewey^s signature 1 then asked Mr. Thurs- 
ton if he would say hefore the brethren that that letter 1 held in 
my hand wi(» written by Dr. Dewey ? Thurston, after some ajj^ 
parent hesitation, said be dill not think that Dr. Dewey wrote it, 
but hu thought that Dr. Dewey signed it; or, in other words, that 
the signature looked like Dr. Dewey^s, being fully satisfied of it9 
being a false letter, and that Thurston, we believe, did know it to 
be a false letter. We came from Thurston's, and resolved to lay 
the whole business before the town. By this time, the church 
memtjers, a large majority, were determined not to put up with 
such Impositions from Thurston. They Hccordingly called a 
church meeting at the school house on the 20th of March. 

I will here remark, in support of our beliefs of the fifth charge— 
you will see that Thurston called a town meeting, no one could 
tell for what, by his petition; but when his communication ap- 
peared, it seems he wanted a committee as his communication ex- 
pressed. Now let the reader look into the doings and reasoningi 
of that meeting, and say whether our beliefs was or was not well 
fuunded. You will keep in mind that Thurston nay safely at that 
time have supposed that be had a magority at town meeting to ef- 
fect his wishes, in support of the sixth charge that was believed, 
you will see, that Thurston came forwHrd and accused himself 
vv^j^ base and unwarranted charges, such as no one, 1 presume, 
ever believed, in Manchester, he said Thurston never had been 
called to answer to my knowledge to the three first charges of 
fornication, often with the women and girls, and had got one girl 
with child. Then 1 ask if he, Thurston, never had been accus* 
ed of these charges by the church, or town, as such — Did he not 
produce thwn for the express purpose of preventing the grosi 
charges that he was guilty of from coming to light? To judge of 
this as we did at the time you are under the necessity of tracing 
his whole proceedings. Thurston being disappointed at thii 
meeting, the 20th of January, and more so, i presume, at the meet- 
ing of the 15th February. Thurston you will remember, headed 
his charges with these base statements, knowing ifany oneatr 
tempted tCKnrove them, they most fail, and by that time the com- 
mittee would be led to believe there was no truth in any •f them^^ 
aod he should probably escape with impuoity. Thu wai ear 
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fief ; but vfh^t was the fact ? We began at the other end of the 
case, in order to show what leil him to this diagraceful si(uKlioo« 
as ) ou will see by the Smith testimony. 1 here will enquire if 
our sixth charge whs well judged of. 1 proceed to support the 
■eventh t^harge as being beliered by many of us that seceded from 
Thurston. 

Ist. Thurston did pretend to go into the country for the pur- 
pose of seeing Dr. Dewey, and he pretended on his return that he 
had seen Dewey. Now look to Girdler's testimony, and Anna- 
ble's testimony ; there he teHs Girdler that he was quite word 
down and fatigued ; and that he had worn down three horsi-s la 
his journey ; and that at some future time he would more fully ex* 
plain the inquiry by Girdler, respecting hisseeiutr Dort. Dewey. 
Thurston soon began to predict having a letter more strong 
than ever. At length this letter arrived '<s predicted by Thurs- 
ton ; it was a false letter never written nor signed by Dewey, as 
you will see by Dewey's testimony, dated Lancaster. Alarch I3» 
1820. As soon as this letter arrived, we suspected it to be a false 
letter. There had been so much said about this letter coming be- 
fore, were we not warranted in believing the seventh charge to be 
correct under aM circumstances. 

I now proceed in defence of the eighth charge, as I believe it is 
well known in Manchester, that Thurston did receive a letter by 
the mail, said to have come from Dr. John Dewey, of Lancaster, 
and arrived at Manchester, about the first of March, 1819, agreea- 
ble to Tkur stoves predictions — ^^viz. that he should have a letter from 
Dewey to acquit him from the charges alleged in Mussf^y's letter 
to Sewall. Further, you will see by Burgess' testimony, that he 
(Thurston) did show that letter, and circulated it among hufriends 
particularly, to convince them of his innocence in relation to the 
charge of dissection advice to Dewey. After taking a considera^- 
ble time to exhibit this famous letter, intimating that it was going 
to be read in the meeting-house by sora^ of his triends, as was the 
report, he, said Thurston, declining to let the letter go oirt of his 
bands, as you will See by Burgess' testimony, saying to Burgess 
when he asked for the letter, *^ No, this people are bent on mis- 
chief** And further, when called on by me in presence of Deac. 
Bingham, Henry Lee and one other church member, he said Thurs- 
ton said he did not think Dewey wrote it — therefore the said Thurs- 
ton did circulate this false letter as a true one, in order to acquit 
him from a disgraceful charge, such as we believed him guilty of 
according to bis own statement. 

For the fact to show that this is a false and forged letter by 
gome one, 1 refer you to the testimony of John Dewey, dated 
Lancaster, New Hampshire, March 13, 1820. Annexed there, 
he, Dewey, says, that he has not written Thurston any letter, or 
forwarded him any letter, neither has he seen Thureton, or bad 
reason to believe that he, said Thurston, had been in that part of 
the country since 1817. Further Dewey says he has not signed 
any letter to Thurston since 1817. Dewey further testifies, that 
James Thurston has by letter requested him to give a statement 
to certify what he thinks Thurstoa must have known to be faise. 
And in Dewey's testimony, dated Lancaster, April 20, J 820, an- 
nexed, he there confirms the same thing in relation to sending 
Thurston any letter by way of exculpating Thurston from the 
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charge as in Mussey's letter to Sewall. As Thurston was not 
able to obtain of Dewey any letter, statement or certificate of 
Dewey, either true or false, it was believed by us, the secederS; 
that this false letter was ^ot up to supply its place. 

I here submit our reasons, and the facts that induced us to be> 
lieve that Thurston was^ guilty of all the charges— eight, as aU 
leged in our fmtset. 

Notwithstanding we had not the depositions of Br. Mussey or 
Dr. Dewey till after we seceded, yet the circumstances were so, 
apparent^ we did believe it without theoou 

CNo. 13.) 

At a church meeting held at the school-boase in Manchester on Monday 
evening the ■?9th of March, 1819 — chosen moderator, brother Henry Lcc— 
chosen clerk, brother D. L, Bingham: — After addressing tjie throne of grace 
for direction, proceeded to pass the following votes : 

Ut. Voted, That under the present existing circumstances, it is theopin^ 
ion of the church, and their duty, to unite with their Pastor, the Hev. James 
Thursto7i. in calling a mutual ecclesiastical council for advice — provided the 
town will approve of such a measure. 

£d. Voted, That it is the opinion of the church, that Hr. Thurston lay 
these proceedings before the town, at the adjeurnment of the towa meeting^ 
on >Ionday the fifth of April next with his determination therton. 

3d. Voted, to choose a committee of five to present th€se proceedings to 
the Hev. James Thurston, viz Dean;. D. L, Bingham^ Deac. Nathan AUen^ 
Brother Joseph Hooper^ Brother Hemy Xee, Brother O&ed Carter. 

4th. Voted, That it is the request of the church, that >Ir. Thurston give 
the result of his determinations to the committee to lay before the church at 
their next meeting on f riday evening next. 

5th. Voted, to adjourn this meeting to Friday eveaing next, 7 o'clock P. 
M. to the school-house. A true copy as of record. 

Attest, D. L. BINGHAM, CUrk, 
A true copy. Attest, S AWL I> AN A, Scribe of the Council. 

Remarks, — in this meeting you^^ will observe, that the churcb 
were willing to ask the town's advice, and took the oao^t soft mea- 
sures, in hopes that Thurston would see his own situation, and 
make all dispatch in getting his dis«^harge from this people. Jo- 
seph Hooper, you will see, is on this committee ; he condescended 
to be the bearer of these despatches to Thurston. I proceed to ob- 
serve, that a few days after this me-eting abovementioned, Thurft- 
too sends to the church a communication as follows, viz i. 

(No. 14.) 

Ta the brethren of the thurdi of Christ, in Mandiesterr 

Brethren — A communication has been received by me from your com- 
mittee, containing the votes pasted at yaur meeting held in the school housa 
on the "^Pth uit. among which !» the following, viz. ** i hat under present ex- 
isting circumstances, it is the opinion of the church, and their duty, to unite 
with their pastor, the Rev. James Thurston in calling a mutual ecclesiastical 
oouncil for advice - provided the town will approve of such a measure." 

Brethren, after serious and prayerful consideration, 1 hereby signify ray 
willingness to unite in calling a niuttial ecclesiastical council, in the usual waif 
— provided the town will concur with the church. and their pastor in carrying 
the same into effect ; and provided, that any person or persons, either in the 
church or society, who have any charges eir articles of complaint, which they 
intend to lay before the council, will furnish me with all their charget and ar- 
ticles of complaint, specifically stated ta me in writing, twelve or fourteen 
days previou»« to the time ot the meeting of the council— that L may have aa 
opportunity to prepare for making my defence. But should no such charges 
!b« presented to me as above stated^ or alluded to, then that my christian and 
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tfainisterial diameter shall be consulereil by the charcli und town Hfl finiSl- 
peacheH. \w\ furthrr, that thecou.icil be calleil not only to jrive their ad- 
Vice, but totff'nt a dissolution ofmy p «toral and ministerial i*elatioii in this 
place, it they shall jad^ce it to he ex^iedient. 

I will endeavor to attend to y^ur 2d vote according to the time therria 
mentioned The request expressed in your 4th vote, I congnler as com^>lied 
with in this communicatitm, 1 am, brethren, vour well wisher and pastor, 
Mafieh^ster. April 3, 1819. JAME< \ HITR^TOV. 

A true copy. Atteti, SAM'L DANA, ^rxbt of the Coimeil. 

I shall here remark on this paper of Thurston^s. as it caused 
much debate. Joseph Hooper he thought it perfectly re 'sonjihle, 
that Thurston's reqiirst, agreeable io his rommunictilion, should 
be granted by the church; reply to Hooper wis, that Thurston's 
demands could not possibly be complied with-^for he df^roands that 
all p'Tsons in the church and socit-ty shall ejivc him a specific list 
of Their chnrges 12 or 14 days before the sitting; of the council. — 
How could this be complied with? what power have we got to 
compel any one to bring their complaints ? and some men, you well 
k.iow, are averse to councils in everj' case, and tlios** persons prob- 
ably will not comfdy with our doings [»rovided we should ngne to it. 
Ttien if Ihey do not com,>ly,^e havp gut to say Thurstoirs char- 
acter shall st-ind unimpeach* d. both in town and 80ci*^ty. 2drea- 
•on why we ouj^ht not to comply with ThurBton's conimunieation 
is that we have already circumstanc* s and f:i«*ts enoui^h iiefort' us 
■ufficiently to convince all of us, that tht-re is no safety in giving 
Thurston any paper at all, in his hands. D'd not Thursto*) sty in 
town meetintr, that he had a paper with Tyler Parson's name on 
it, (uirporting to have settled ^11 difficulties with him, and what was 
the reply by me at that time? Reply — if you have such a paper it 
is forged fori have never given you, Thurston, any such paper — 
and you are a liar. Further, he s.iid Thurston has been justly 
charged with the i^rossest charges that it is possible to conceive of' 
—especially of a man who pretends to preach the gos{)el. The 
charge of dissectioa, as in Doct. iVIussey to Sewall, and then all 
the circumstances induces us to believe, that Thurston his got up 
a false letter, and circulated the same among his friends as a true 
letter for toexbonerate him from that charge— nnd now Thurston 
requests us to comply, or in other words, to enter into an exjilicit 
agreement to do such things as he must know is impot^sible for us 
to do; and to tnake every man come forward with his complaint 
12 or 14 days at least before the setting of this council — Then he 
is willing to have a council; no, let the council be on the spot, and 
vre will come forward and hand our papers into the hands of the 
council, then they may adjourn if they please 12 ar 20 days, and 
1 presume we will show him to he a bad man, and ought to be dis- 
missed, and never more pretend to such an office. Here follows 
tbe doings and the votes passed at the meeting. 

Ihe committee chosen by the church, in order to agree with Mr. Thurs- 
ton on any mode which they in their wisdom shall think best, respecting the 
difficulties which exist between the church and Mr. Thurston : 

First, Regretting a division in the charch, and in order to prevent such 
division, we are of opinion that Mr. Thurston sincerely declare his views res- 
pecting his dismission from this church and people, under the difficulties which 
BOW exist. 

Secondly, That in the epinion of the committee, it is expedient that Mr.^ 
Thurston should ask tbe town to unitft ia a nutual eooncil in order to dimiMt/ 
'km Cram tkisskarek ao4 peoplii 



Thirrlly, Tiiey are ftirther of opinion, that if Mr. Thurston wishes a Tigt of 
oliHr;^es. that the church furnish hiP' with the game, and in sufilcient tiuieio 
lav thrm before the council. Fir order of Committee^ 

" MancbtsUr, April 3, 1819. HENRY LEE, Chairman, ' 

A true copy. Attest, SAM'L DANA, ikf&tti of the CourvciU 

My rt»rn?irk on these votes — You will see th'it the church wan- 
ted to be satisfit d what Thurston's views were in relation to being 
dismissed. Respecting that, Thurston did not intend to be dis- 
missed at all events; neither would he have been if the church 
h >d entered into the agreement he wished for in his communica- 
tion ; for then he would have tied their hands, and shut their 
mouths, and that hy a written agreement. But further — ^you will 
see that the church committee thought it expedient that Thurston 
«HOuId unite in a council with the tOwn« in order to dismiss him at 
all events — aud give him a list of charges at thit time. Now look 
at his answer; you will see he says he does not wish the ch irgea 
produced. In this particular we believed him. Here follows nis 
answer. 

To the Committee of the Churchy whereof Brother Henry Lee is Chairman, 

Brethrf.n — 1 consider ray communication to the brethren of the 
Church, dated April ^d, as complying with their vete to unite in calling a 
niiitiiai Council. As to the provisos, I conMder thera no other than such as 
are jj;uaranleed to every person by our wise and ex<ellent C onstiuition, and 
the laws of the land; and which must approve themselves to eveiy wan'f 
eotiscience as reasonable and just 1 therefore Uf\ it my duty, according to 
my engagements with the church, to proceed in laying iiefore the town the 
proce^'dings of the church together with my determinations thereon, for their 
approbation and concurrence. Vou mention, as your opinion, that if 1 wisk 
a list of charges, the church will furnish me with the same. L have mad»r nm 
fiuch proposal, neither do ( wish it. If any individuals have charges uljick 
they intend to bring forward the way is open for them on the terms propo- 
sed I Hm, hrelhren, your well wisher and pastor, 

Manchester, April 5, 1819. JAMf.S THURSTON/ 

A true copy, attest, SA.M'L DANA, Senbe of the Council, 

Remarks on Thurston's reply — Now Thurston begijis to tell us 
of the constitution, and the laws of our land. &c. 1 do not know 
of any part of our constitution that requires us to surrender all our 
papers to our antagonist; nor do 1 now recollect that the laws of 
our \r\m\ require us to give an antagonist a specific list of chhrges, 
anti of all the persons we are going to pro»e thera by, twelve or 
fourteen days beforehand. And at last, Thurston says the way is 
open in the way profiosed; that is, Thurston refuses to have anj 
thins; to do in respect to calling a council, without having this 
specific list of all the charges, both in the church and town, \,xe^ 
sented hira twelve or fourteen days before the setting of the coun- 
cil. The reader will bear this statement in mind, and mark the 
difference after we have seceded from the society — then His all 
peace and harmony, botli church and town complies with his re- 
quest, whatever it may be. I refer you to their doings of the 16th 
day of May, 1819. That days work is what Thurston now comes 
and claims in his memorial— the privilege of ceusidering himself 
under paj as their minister, and that he is now willing to refer his 
claims to mln,&c. rather than resort to law. Reference to Thurs- 
ton's memorial presented September 12th« 1821, at the installa- 
tion of Rev. Samuel M. Emerson, in Manchester. Here follows 
a note from Thurston to the cburchi on the morning of the day of 
^djoqjrBasABt ef March meeting^andthe memtMrabie claj of se«e<Uns^^ 
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^0 the Jnhabitanit of the Town rf Mandietter, now e^vened in Town Meet^ 

ing. 

Mb. MoDEB\TOB, and GsilTLEMBIf OV THE ToWN, 

Agreeably to my engagements with the church. I hereby lay before yon 
the enclo!^) proceedings of the church, at their meeting held in the school 
house, the ^9th of 'ast m mth, together with my reply to those proceedings, 
which I consider as a full compliance with their proposal for calling a muta* 
al council. C&entlemen. I trust yon will consider the provisos contained in 
my reply, as no other than such as are gui^ranteed to every person by our 
wi:«e and excellent c#nstit«tion, and the lavvs of the land, and such as must 
ap7>rove themselves to every man's conscience^ as reasonable and just These 
proceedings ai*e now submitted with the hope and desire that the candor and 
goodness of the town will lead them to approve and concur with the same. 

L am, sir, and gentlemen, with due respect your friend and pastor, 
Jipril 5, 1819. J. T. 

A true copy. Attest, SAM'L DANA,fl!pri6co/'//ieCotina7. 

I remark that Thurston in reply to ours of 29th March, says, 
he did not Icnow that he was at war with the ehurch Let hint 
look back to June 13th, 1817 — see the state of the war at that 
time — 15th of February, 181 Q; and in short, look baek tea or 
tmrelve years. Let the candid reader look and say, if there has^ 
not tieen a perpetual war ; but a very small portion of the time 
any cessation of arms. Look at the time that Doct. Dewey was^ 
at Manchester, ivhen counseIltn&: Dewey, as^ Mussey says in his 
letter toSewall. That is what 1 call being at war with our bod- 
ies after the soul has departed. Look to the memorable Lord's 
day eve, when that degrading language came from hts lips in 1815- 
— (reference to Smith's testimony Feb. 13, 1819.) Look at that 
Reeling, and all the rest of the meetings, and judge whether it is 
"war Of peace. Then to crown the whole, look at the meeting of 
♦he Mh of April 18^19; there you will see he cautions us, lest we 
should expose ourselves to the displeasure ufGod, and then says, 
Jirethren, your well wisher, &c. The most that astonishes me is^ 
fbat be dares to take the name of God on his lips,— except it be- 
io exclaim, 'God be mercifal to me a sinner.' I proceed to re- 
nark, that the town is now assembled — their business respeciing; 
the March meeting being transacted, Thurston presents the fol- 
lowing, in order to show his friends how he went on in the churcb 
— perhaps expecting at this time to get a majoritj, and thus bear 
down all opposition. 

To the Brethren of the C%tirth of Christ in Mandiesten 

'Brkthrbn — In ray reply to your vote of the 29th ult I considered my- 
self engaged to unite with tb« church in calling a mutual council- Nothing 
was mentioned in your coramunicHtion of the church having any charges 
against me to lay before a council, and I have no reason to think that as a 
body the church had any such charges. I have supposed that individuals,. 
iboth in church and society, might have whereof they intended to accuse me.. 
But that the church, as a body, were at war with their pastor, is what L had no 
reason to believe, nor do K now believe it. I therefore, as your pastor, feel 
nyself solemnly bound to caution you, brethren, against incurring the guilt 
•f any irregular proceedings for the sake of complying with the wishes anif 
persuasions of particular members. Or in other words, that you do not 
mako the charges of others your own, and thus expose yourselves to the dis- 
j^leasare of God. 

I am. Brethren, your well wisher and pastor, 

ManOiester, Aprils, 1819. J V HES THURSTON. 

To be communicated to the church by the hand of Brother Joseph Hooper* 
A trw copifj attest, SAMUJBJ^ DANA, Scribe of the CotmtiL 
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Town-Meeting being open, the business of choosing a council 
Is now on the carpet, agreeable to Thurston's first proposals to 
the Church, viz. by having all the charges presented him twelve 
x>T fourteen days before the setting of the council. 1 now proceed 
to give some general view of the grounds taken on both side», as 
near as 1 possibly can. It was urged that there was not the least 
propriety in attempting to comply with Thurston^s request, for 
this reason, as it appeared to us the disaffected part of the commu- 
nity. Thurston had called us together on the 20th of January^ 
and then he proposed to meet us on the 15thof February— and 
when assembled, and one gross charge presented and proved, as he 
bad agreed to be sifted like wheat, stating that every man, wo- 
man, child, &c. should know his character ; Thurston was thea 
indulged the privilege of retracing his ground-^and no notice was 
taken by the committee to report their opinion on that case ; and 
further, to choose a mutual council, and present a list of chaises 
to them when assembled, could not operate injurious to Thurs- 
ton or the town ; as the council may, if they see best, adjourn, and 
give Thurston time for defence. Further reason — we did l)elieve 
that the intention of Thurston was, not to have a council at all ; 
but merely to obtain a list of all the charges against him, and then, 
{as he probably would obtain a majority,) they would have every 
opportunity of treating all our allegations in the same manner that 
the charge of the 1 5th of February was treated, viz. Smith's testi- 
mony against Thurston. And further — Thurston now stands 
charged with the basest of charges, and Is bow well known to ev- 
ery man, viz: thatofof Mussey's letter to Doct. Sewall, the dis- 
aection business, together with his circulating a false letter to ex- 
honorate him from that base charge. Reply to us — that every 
man in society had a right to a list of charges twelve or fourteen 
days at least ; and it was nothing more than Thurston had a right 
to ask or expect, and ought to have it granted at all events — as it 
put the town to great expense for the council to adjourn, and that 
the town had a right to demand those charges; and, said the 
speaker, Henry Story, there was no other way that the town ought 
to proceed. Further — that he (Story) was never concurred, and 
he would be damn'd before he would be. 

By this time there was much excitement in the meeting. Re- 
ply — if we can have a fair opportunity before this council, we will 
then and there appear, and show all our complaints; or otherwise, 
if we loose the vote, we shall probably secede from you, and let 
you have James Thurston till you are sick of him as we are, and 
that will not be long first ; there has been an unwillingness to hear 
the truth, and we have as yet been obliged to contend for every 
inch of ground. We have had a majority to contend with ; — and 
for peace sake, we have once and again proposed to Thurston, and 
now to the town, to try James Thurston before an ecclesiastical 
tribunal, such a one as he last proposed, of the Idth of February; 
and we are tired of such impositions. The vote was then called 
for, to get a council on Thurston's plan ; the vote was lost by two 
or three majority. This produced confusion. The minority ap- 
jjieared many of them offended. The meeting was dissolved. 
The majority thought not best to proceed to choose a council, a^ 
it would probably have been attended with much confusion. 
Therefore the disaffeeted assembled that evening) and agreed to 
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lecede froni the tocietj, as thf» ln'st way for pt- act? in th»» socirly 
and church ; the infeting; was or<:.iniz('ci, and an attjilicatiou w.ts 
presented to the meuabcrs prtseat, for their stgnittuns as follows; 

ManchtsttT, April 5th, 1819. ^ 
To the Gentlemen of t^e Committcp of the First Bai^ti^t >ooiety in Beverly, 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. .Suthaniel W. WtlliamD, 
Your petitioners feel it tl'eir duty under the existing ditficulUes in this 
town to apply to become members of ytmr respectful >ocie»y, for the ex-res^ 
purpose of enjoying our respective rights and privileges agreeai/ly to a lave 
of this commonwealth, passed Tune U, 1811. 

T*ie bearers f this petition are justly autborsed to enter into arrange* 
meats that may be thought judicious umier the difficulties vviiioh now exist. 
Subject to luch alterations respecti(i^ the continuaace of lueiuberjihip* as tht 
nature of the case may demand Should you comply with our request, you 
will grant a certificate in due form of law, in order that the above mentioned 
purpose may be effected. 

lifo are, gentlemen, with respect, your most obedient bumble serx^aDts, 
Abial Burges, .Tohn Allen, D. L. Bingham, Heury Lee, John Lee. Oljed 
Carter, Isaac Allen, Abner Mien, Jona. Vllcn, '>avid i rafts, John Al- 
len 2d. Richard Allen, Tyler I'arsons, Aaron Allen, Burlcy Smith, Da- 
vid A Urosvenor, Samuel ILdwaids, Joh'> Girdler, John C. ^Ileii, Ab- 
ner Allen, jr. Benjamin Mi wiowlion,i^uninrl ( heever, Larkin Wuodberry, 
John C. Long, Israel Morgan, Sanmel Kiiismau, Horace H. Grosvenor. 
Rufus W. Long, .^amuel 't. \filliams, John O Moigan, Benj. Crombie, 
Asariah Allen, Itbamar Faton, Daniel Mien, .Tosiab Lee, .lacob Cbeever« 
Nathan Allen, jr. George Girdler. jr itichard Allen, jr. Daniel Friend, 
Malchai Allen, John Dodge, Joanna Allen, Lydia Allen, Mary Allen, 
Joseph Baker. 

Bearers of this paper, ITLER PARSONS, 

RICHARD ALLBN. 

This transaction produced a wonderful effect ; the memliers of . 
the society from which we seceded, tn.my of them supimsed we 
intended to impose a burthen of taxes ou them, to support Thurs- 
ton. This belief created h mnuifest hostility in them, and for a 
season divided fMmilies in affection, notwithstanding it wms repor- 
ted that Thurston said thnt it should not mfike any diflerence in 
their taxes. No douM Thurston thought that he should manage 
them as he pleased, as there would not probably be any to molest 
him or make htm afraid. This was to be sure natural ; the disaf- 
fected having signed off, as is termed — not having any legal right 
t9 act at any meeting called for parish concerns, lie probably 
new concluded that he could get his little harmonious church to- 
gether, and resolve and declare, and petition, and request the town 
to call a council, and that their request would be granted without 
opposition. He could now propose it in such a manner as to pro- 
duce a very desirabe effect. Here you see he began — he called 
a church meeting, as he terms it ; he does not tell us how many 
of the church composes this body, — but after looking to God for 
light and direction, as he says, he then and there presents his wish- 
es in due form ; probably that form which Mr. Thurston had ref- ' 
erence to, when he said in presence of Capt. Girdler, (as by his 
affidavit annexed,) that he had the first lawyer in N. Hampshire 
engaged on his part ; and Mrs. Thurston replied, ^yes, you may 
%vell say that.' From this we see from Thurston's own testimony^ ' 
he had already engaged a lawyer in N. Hampshire — and how ma- 
ny more in Massachusetts he does not tell us ; yet we always be- 
lieved this was the light and direction he was after. Now look 
carefully over the papers and say, if the paper Thurston submits 
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to the remnant of the church, and by them and himself to the 
town, IS not big with sentiments tike these, viz: that the whole 
power of adjusting the difficulties between him and the town shall 
.be given to the council ; and that so explicit, that every one may 
Bee it ; was it not on such condilions as Thurston suspected, that 
this council would not probably dismiss him, not finding it expe- 
dient as he (here states. As Thurston must probably have thought 
that this council would not probably call on the disaffected, as 
they belong to a Baptist society in fieverly ; so he should escape 
their scrutiniziuji; into the state of affairs, sufficiently close to dis- 
miss him And did be not provide a remedy against such an op- 
eration — viz : if the council should in their wisdom dismiss him.. 
Certainly ; look at his method before the petition to the (own, da- 
ted 6th of May, 1819, to carry the same into full effect* Then 
lake a look at this copy of request as they term it, presented the 
town at their meeting, held in answer to the aforementioned peti- 
tions ; there you will see the whole doings of Thurston and his 
church, as he terms 4hem — very humbly submitted to the town, at . 
their meeting held 15th of May, 1819; signed James Thurston, 
pastor and Nath'l M. Allen, Joseph Hooper, and Nebemiah 
Goldsmith, committee of the church. 

1 will here remark, that the spirit and resolution that this great 
body of the church discovered, in the second vote they passed at 
Thurston's house the 6th of May, after prayer to God for light 
and direction — they there say we Yvt/Zsign a petition I am some 
surprised that the next vote was not that the town shaU do as we 
sHy. i now refer the reader to their doings, petitions to the town, 
n«veting, &c as I know nothing respecting what was said at those 
meetings, or their doings, except what is to be inferred from the 
papers produced to the council at their sitting. On all these pa- 
fiHpers, 1 remark as i uuderstand them, and leave it to the unpre- 
judiced reader to judge for himself. Here follows these meetings. 

(No. 9.) 

Tht prouedingt of the thurth mid their potior^ kUd brfore the ioum at their meeN 

ing, held May 15, 1819. 

At a meeting of the brethren of the church held by adjourameiit this 6tfa 
day of May, 1819, at the house of their pastor, after prayer to God for 
light and direction, Rev. James rhurftton prestnted to die brethren the 
folloiviiig cominunicatioa : 

io the ivrethren of the church of Christ, with whom the subscriber stands 
connected ^as their pastor.— -Beloved Brethren— After much deliberation and 
prayer to God for direction, I hereby request you to unite with me in call- 
ing a mutual ecclesiastical council for advice, and to submit to the decision of 
said council on fair and equitable terms, the subject of our difficulties, and 
the dissolution of my pastoral and ministerial relation in this place, if the 
couucil shall judge it expedient that our connexion be dissolved. And I 
further i-equest, brethren, that you would join with me in applying to the 
4ownfor their approbation and concurrence with us in calling a mutual 
council for the purposes above stated. 1 am, dear brethren, your affection- 
ate Pastor, James Thuriton. May 6, 1819. 

Having conversed en the subject of our difficulties, and calling of a coun- 
cil, proceeded as follows : 

1- Voted to comply with the Rev. Mr. Thurston's request for calling a 
mutual couucil, for the purposes expressed in this communication, and as 
therein stated. 

, ^d. Toted, That we will sign a petition to the selectmen, requesting them. 
to call ai town meeting, to obtain the approbation and concurrence of the 

6 
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town with ui in calling a mutnal council for the purposes ahovc stated in Mr, 
Thurston's request. 

A petition was then si§;ned by the pastor and the brcihr^n. requesting the 
tfelectinen to call a town meeting And the church ngrerd that the above 
proceedings be laid before the town, together with a request for their con- 
carrence, to be siened by the pastor and committee. 

JAM Eh THURSTON, Pastor. 

A true copy. Attest, SAMUKL D AS Ay Scribe 0/ Hit CouneiL 

(No. 10.) 
A copy of the petition to the Selectmen for ealitng a toion meeting. 

To the Selectmen of Manchester. — Gentlemen, We the unden>igned re- 
quest you to call a legal meeting of the inhabitants of this town as soon as 
you conveniently can, to see if the town, when convened, will concur with 
their pastor, the Rev. James 1 hurston, and the brethren of the church who 
have agreed with him in calling a mutual ecclesiastical council, and to past 
any vote or votes thereon, which they in their w isdom may deem proper for 
•arrying the same into tali effect. We are, gentlemen, with due respect, 
&c. JAMES THURbTON , and ten others. 

May €, 18ia. 

A copy of a r^fuettfor the cortcurrence of the tovm^ in calling a mutual eouti- 

oil, signed and presented by the pastor and churdi committee, to the Modera^ 

tor of the Toum Meeting held May 15, 1819. 

To the Inhabitants of the town of Manchei^ter, now convened in town- - 
meeting — Mr. Moderator and (gentlemen. We the undersigned, by desire of 
the Church, now present you with the proceedfngs f>f the church and their 
pastor, in relation to the calling of a mutual ecclesiastical council for advice, 
to submit to the decision of said council, on fair and equitable terms the.sub* 
Ject of our difficulties, and the dissolution of Rev. James Thurston's pastoral 
and ministerial relation in this place, if the council shall jvtdge it expedient 
that said connection be dissolved. 

These proceedings are now submitted to the town with our united reqnest, 
that you gentlemen will approve of the same, and concur with us in calling 
a mutual council for the purposes above expressed. 

•We Are, sir, and gentlemen, with due respect, &c^ 

JAMF8 THURSTON, Pastor. 
Nath. M. Allen, ) Committee 

Joseph Hoopeb, \ of the 

Nbbbm lAH Goldsmith, ) Church. 
A true copy. Attest, Samuel Dana, Scribe of. the Council. 

(No. 11.) 

At a towii meeting legally notified and held at the meeting-house in 
Manchester on Saturday the 15th day of May anno domini 1819— First, cho- 
sen moderator Maj. Israel Foster— secondly, voted that the town will agree 
with the Rev. James Thurston and the church in calling a mutual ecclesiasti- 
cal council for advice, and to submit to the decision of the council, on fair and 
equitable terms, the subject of our difficulties, and the dissolution of his pas- 
toral and ministerial relation in this place^ if the council shall judge it expe- 
dient that our connexion be dissolved. 

Thirdly, voted that the following churches should be sent to, viz. — the 
church under the care of the Kev. baniM Dana of Marbleht-ad, the churches 
under the care of Doct. Worcester and Kev. Brown Emerson of ^'alem, the 
church under the care of the Rev. Samuel Walker of Danyers, the church un- 
der the care of the Rev. Manasseh Culler of Hamilton, the church under the 
care of the Rev. Robert Crowell of Essex, the churches un<Ier the care of the 
Rev. David Jewett and Levi Hartshorn of Gloucester, and the church under 
the care of the Rev. James .Mittimore of Newbury. 

Fourthly, voted to choose a committee to make provision for the council, 
and to give the council Information respecting our situation. 

Fifthly, voted that the committee consist of five. viz. William Tuck, Esq. 
Maj. Henry Story, Col. David Colby, Capt Thomas Leach, Maj. Israel Fos- 
ter, £btn. Tappan, Capt. John Hooper. 
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Shcthl^r, voted that the time should be left to the church and pastor for 
'the meeting of the council. A true copy as-of record. 

Attest, DELUCENA L. BINGHAM, Tovm Clerk. 
A true copy. Attest, SAM'L DANA, Scribe of the Councii. 

Remarks, — The reader will here mark the distinction between 
this meeting of the !5tb of May, and that of the 6th April— -Then 
all charges must be presented twelve or fourteen days at least, or 
DO council. Now nothing about charges' — the council in th« 
terms Thurston proposed bj the remnant of the church, the 
greatest harmony as appear in their pa|>ers — the 2d vote you will 
see that the town grants the request of Thurston, withnut the least 
variation, as submitted by those resolute church members, where 
they declare they will sign a petition. The town appears by 
their doings to be wholly unsuspicious of the law, and the mon- 
strous difficulty they were involving themselves into. Surely 
they must have had a better opinion of Thurston, tban 1 believe 
they most of them have now. Call on them to give Thurston an 
indulgence to that extent now, and see what the objection will be ; 
look at their proceedings by them since, and there you will see 
they* absolutely i-efuse complying with this vote above mentioned. 
There you see that Thurston tells them in his last letter, that they 
had better leave it to men than resort to law. What prevents 
Thurston using the law in this case ? He says in his memorial, 
that it cannot be in the power of one party to dissolve a contract* 
or otherwise it is no contract at all. It appears that Thurston 
rests his claim entirely on the doings of the meeting of the 15th 
of May ; and on the 2d vote lajrs all his strength ; — he uses in 
support of his claims, that he has performed his official duties in 
Manchester; and if it is as he says in his memorial annexed, that 
it was his ambition to preserve the afiection of his flock, and to be 
a useful minister of .the gospel, I say, if Thurston can prove that 
he has affectionately i^nd in a ehristian-like manner, as much as is 
common among men, that believes in the christian religion, beha- 
ved himself in Manchester as he expresses in his memorial, he 
certainly is entitled to his sallary, and is not dismissed from this 
town as a minister in my opinion. But I ask, why he has not 
called on the town before now ? Is it not because his friends will 
come out and prove to the contrary, that he has not performed his 
, official duties in that becoming manner. 

I here ask, what we agreed as a town tO' do, wben Thurston 
settled with us? Did we not agree to give him a certain sum of 
money per year, on the condition that he would settle in Man- 
chester in the capacity of a teacher of piety, morality, and virtue f 
and by example, enforce these most delightful, and most essential 
qualifications that the human mind is capable of. This I believe 
to be the ytry essence and spirit of the contract. 

On the contrary, should it prove that said Thurston has not^ by 
example or practice, been such a man as above described, then | 
should say, he is bound to refund the money already paid hinn 
from such times as there was a division in town-meeting respect- 
ing voting his sallary, as you will see by loQking at the meeting 
held March. 1819. But, say you, the council has in effect said, 
that Mr. Thurston has performed as above described, and bav« 
recommended him as a man of good character^ as a gospel minis- 
ter, &c. Reply — ^Does not this fianic councii tell yoii» that they« 
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forbore fo ^o info the cftose^ or rriprifs of (fie difficoKies (heo ex« 
istiniL ? And if so, (accordinfc to their logical mode of reasoning,) 
they (lid not know what difficulties did theu exist. 

But furth* T — You have proved to us by the testirooDy of Gird- 
ler. th'it you offered to prefer one charge to begVn with, viz. that 
of Smith's. Yes, that is true — but, say yon, why not have pro- 
ceeded in support of it? You will thtre see the reasons — Ist, we 
required of this council that Thurston should he put ob oath ; and 
what was the reply by one of the council, (Mr. Crowell.) It was 
8a*d that a Minister of Christ was always under eath. And fur- 
ther, he said (as you will see by looking at Gapt. Girdler^s te«limo- 
ny,) that all we had prtKluced was nothing but a bubble. But 
mark the re^tty by Rev. Dr. Worcester; he said that what had 
been offered by us had great weight?— and further, it would hI ways 
kave weight. A just reply, we then considered it, and do now 
consider it so. For the truth of all my remarks. I refer you to the 
testimony above mentioned, and to all the circumstancfs and |ia- 
pers produced. 1 now proceed to show you the next public paper 
in rotation, as follows. 

Before I proceed, I will here remark, that there is an error in 
the Town Clerk's taking of the votes of the record, viz— he has 
embraced the fourth and fifth vote of the meeting together; and 
in the fifth vote here, he hns embraced what should have been iir 
the sixth and seventh; uf course, the sixth vote here, is what 
shou d have been in the eighth, in order to agree with the votes 
of the meeting before mentioned; and that the eighth and tenth 
Tote in this statement is o.'nitted. tt is as you will see of no coo- 
sequence, as it only relates to giving Mr. Thurston a copy of tlie 
doings, and the dissolving of the meeting Being in haste when 
called on for these votes, he took nothing more than he supposed 
the council wanted; notwithstanding he incautiously signed them 
as a true copy, attest, Delucena L. Binghan|« town clerk. 

To the Citisens and Inhabitants of the Toum of Manchester. 

This is to remind you thnt the Council agreeiito by the Rev Jaraes Thur^* 
ton and the town of MancbeHter, is to asftemble together at the hotel on 
Wednet^day the second day of Jone next. Also your committee will meet at 
the hotel the Slst day of this present month, at 4 o'clock P. M. lo rrcpive 
any communication for or against the Rev lames Thurston, to be laid before 
the council, or any or all persons may if they please make their communica- 
tion, or accusation (if they have any) to the council on the day of their 
meeting at the hotel. 
May £4, 1819. 

Per order of the Town's Committee, 

W VI. TtrCK, Otairman. 
A troe copy. — Attest, Sakubl Da.na., ScrH)e of the CtmneiL 

I remark, as this public notice apppeared to be addressed prin- 
cipally to us. the disaflfected part of the community, and learning 
that the town had adopted the same course that they tried to pre- 
Tent us from adopting on the Sth of April, that is, to choose a 
council, and lay all our allegations before the council at the time 
of setting, as you will sse by looking back to that date. Then k 
was for us to produce all our accusations, specifically stated in wri- 
iing, twelve or fourteen days before the sitting of the council, &c. 
But now mark the difference in their notice. "You may now 
bring tliem at the day of the conocU sitting, if any you have," 
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say they. This mode of treating the sul^ect, we thought erael in- 
deed, beyond description ; and justly merited, as we conceived, a 
reply. We accordingly met, and concluded to reply in a public 
manner. 

The reader will remember, th»t at this time, we the disaffecled 
did not belong to the society when this notice was given, and that 
we had no legal right to prefer any charge whatever against Thurs- 
ton ; and that committef" must have known that. Qjutry. W by 
did tbey not propose that to us at the meeting of the 6th of April ? 
Or why did they not accept of this same proposition when it whs 
proposed by us ? The reason in my mind is obvious. They had 
some violent over-t)f%aring men as leaders, that did not intend to 
have Thurston dismissed, although the general good required it. 
I infer this from all the proceedings- But, however, these men 
have since gone to their long homes, and but few mourners left to 
walk the streets. 

(No. IS.) 

Having noticed a public advertisement, dated May ^th, 1819, per order 
of the town^g catntnittee, signed William Tuck, chairman, reminding the cit- 
isens and inhabitants of the town of Manchester of the sitting of the coun- 
cil, we the undersigned, citizens and inhabitants of said town, believe it to be 
our duty to reply in this public manner, observing when the citizens of a 
town cease to regard their own interest and oyrtk happiness, those that advise 
them should step with caution, lest from a disinclination to hear the truth, 
or other cause, they should be disposed to look on counfiel as insulting; and 
from a strange aversion to the labor of thought, be treacherous to their own 
senses. The words used in the advertisement above alluded to *''far or 
againft the Rev. James Thurston,*' appear singular indeed ; but more es* 
pecially the allusion to the accusation (^* if they have any") without enter- 
ing into elaborate detail to prove to the above mentioned committee the jus- 
tice of our cause, we presume we do know we have sufficient cause to justify 
as in our proceedings, and shall ever hold ourselves ready to answer to the 
gentlemen who compose your council, either in person, or in writing; as 
they may request. 

N. B As members of the Rev. Mr. Williams' society in the town of 
Beverly, and as a committee of that part ef the society in the town of Man- 
chester. 

Manchester, May 29, 1819. 

A. Burgess — D. L. Bingb4K— «Ttlbr Parsons— H. liEB— Bica- 
ARD Allen — Bitrlet Smith — John Lee, Committee, 

A true copy. Attest, SAM'L DANA, Scribe of the Council. 

The above is the last public paper, as submitted to the oooncil, 
agreeable to Mr. Dana's certificate, and is No. 13, as submitted 
them on the part of the town, as the council mentions in their do- 
ings at their first days sitting I shall here explain this last pa** 
per, as it excited some considerable attent ion. The seceders did^ 
then believe, and do now believe, that the majority of the town^ 
from some cause or other, did cease to regard their best interest, in 
not indulging us in producing all our charges agninst Thurston at 
ihe sitting of the council, as we proposed, at the meeting of April 
5th. Further, we did believe that there was some in that com^ 
mitteeliad a strong disinclination to hear the truth. And further^ 
we believed that all our counsel and persu'^sions were looked upon 
as insulting. And it appeared to us to be the want of thinking, 
and impartially investigating all the circumstances. It further 
appeared tons, that there was a strong nversion to know the whole 
truth ; we inferred this mode of reasoning from ail the dmngs from 
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rious to the peace, the ioterest, aud the character of the inhabitants of the 
to<vn of Manchester. 

It was al90 stated by witness ander oath, that previous to the above slan- 
der, Mr. THrn< 8 Thurston did say, b^ifore he would kn tckle to Dr Grosve- 
no.' or any o( this people, he would draw out the last drop of his heurt's 
blood 

N. B. The above wicked, malicious, and impious slander, wa^ com- 
nittt'd on the Lord's day evening after di« iae service, and at the dwelling 
house of Hr. Thurston Believing it not to be within the jurisdictiiMt of 
any ecclesiastical body, to try cases of slander, falsehood, or any oth^r ^ross 
miKdeiueanor, we shal^ reserve all cases of that nature, to be brought before a 
court proper to try the same ; haviug powei' to sunimoos and compel evi- 
dence to the truth. The above, in connexion with his disposition, as hut) 
been generally exhibited to us, is a sufiicient reason we say to justify fis in 
withdrawing our support and fellowship from said f hurston as a gospel uiiii- 
ister. The foregoing statement, together with some other papers, is res- 
pectfully submitted for the consideration of the council, agreeable to their 
request. > - 

We are. Gentlemen, with due respect, your most obedient and humble 
servants, a committee in behalf of a respectable number of the iiibabitai)ts of 
Hanchester, who have withdrawn their support from Mr. Thurston, and be- 
came connected with the society called Baptists, under the care of Rev. Mr. 
Williams in Beverly, as the only me^ns of redress at that time. 

I>.Ii« BiNc-HAM — ^Ttlbb Parsons — ^icba&o Allbn — Hbnrt Lbe — 

JoHir Lbb, CommUtu in bthalf of ihc Soeieiy, 

I will here remark, that we appeared and presented our papers 
before alluded to, to the council; they received them — it biding 
nearly dining time, we withdrew until (he afternoon. We then 
appeared, and offered such statements in explanation of our w rit- 
ten communications as we judged most fit. On the part of (he 
church members, D L. Bingham was chosen for that purpose; 
and on the part of the society, 1 was appointed. Deacon Bing- 
ham made such remarks in behalf of the church members, as rea- 
sons for leaving the church and joining the society in Beverly, as 
was well calculated to show the sincerity of the transaction; and 
that it was from a conscientious belief of duty, under then existing 
circumstances; that the church bad for a long time, labored under 
Tery unpleasant and trying causes, id relation to Mr. Thurston's 
conduct, both in aud out of the desk — and that there had been ev- 
ery fair way proposed to Mr Thurston, as would appear by their 
doings ; and that the majority of the church thought best ; and in 
answer to their own consciences, to leave the society, in order 
that they may see the propriety of Mr. Thurston's being dismissed 
from this people 

On the part of the society, I endeavored to show, that Mr. 
Thurston's character was not such as a Gospel Minister's should 
be ; and in evidence of the truth of my remarks, 1 referred them 
to the charge brought against him the 15th of February, 1819, as 
in our pa{>ers presented ; stating, that i believed every man un- 
prejudiced, would say that Thurston was guilty of slandering the 
inhabitants of Manchester, as vi as stated in Smith's evidence. 
And further — there were many reports in circulation of a very se- 
rious nature, such as were believed by us« and were such as this 
council had not jurisdiction over; having no power to compel and 
summons evidences to tell the truth. But, notwithstanding, we 
were wiliing to prefer one charge— that of Thurston's slandering 
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t}\e Intiahitants of Manchester, providing Thurston shall be put on 
OHth. This occnsioDfid a reply by Mr. Crowel, assistant scribe, 
*'that Ministers of Christ were always considered under oath.** 
This occasioned a reply in return, "that we wished they would 
conduct as such.'^ ] t was then proposed to go into the investiga- 
tion of Thurston's slandering the inhabitants.— (Some considera- 
ble clamor.) They begin to enquire for Mrs. Thurston, as evi- 
dence for her husband. By this time it whs thought by the 
tsonncil not best to proceed. Smith offered to be sworn, but was 
refused. 

For the ttulh of my remarks, I refer you to the council doings. 
Therein they acknowledge that they did not proceed — to use 
their own laETguage, "the couDciPsay they, *^rbear entering into 
the causes or merits of the controversy, which has involved them 
•in so much -distress, and peril," &e. For their views, I refer the 
reader to (heir doings. The 6rst day's work being ended by the 
•council, -they adjourn to the 17th of June next. Before they ad- 
journed, you will see the first vote was to give a fortnight longer 
for these poor humble church members, those that had not seceded 
and those (hat had, to return, - and sign an explicit declaration to 
adhere to the Congre^tional order. Then they would dismiss 
TThurstou;; and that is not alt they would do. They say that they 
will recognize them as constituting the Congregational Church in 
Manchester. 1 refer the reader to this very extraordinary piece 
of paper, that already has been a wonder to many. (See the 
Orders in CouitetV, 2d June, 1819. 

I remark, that Joseph Hooper was the bearer of these Orders. 
To some of my brethren, it rabed up their spirits to even think 
that Thurston was going to be dismissed. This paper, I have ob- 
served, was a wonder — it created much excitement. Surely this 
is a day of wonders. 

June 1 7th arrived. The council met according to adjournment. 
Organized themselves. A communication was handed them from 
^eight of the disaffected church brethren, adopting the articles of 
Dr. Worcester's Church, as you will isee by looking at the council 
papers, &c.^— This paper, marked No. 5, that was presented by the 
disaffected. The Council then say that they received a commu- 
nication from Tyler Parsons, Henry Lee, Sam'l M. Williams, and 
Richard Allen, as a committee in behalf of the society, which was 
read and filed — the council call this paper No. 5; that of course is 
a mistake, for they give us credit for 4 the first day, and two com- 
munications the 17th of June. This paper that the council calls 
No. 5, is an answer to their paper, handed us by Joseph Hooper; 
you will there see that we meekly and fearlessly tell them our 
opinion of liberty both in church and state. We had reason to re- 
joice, and again I say to rejoice, that our pious ancestors had made 
provision for us in the constitution, and Ood grant that it may be 
transmitted down to the latest generation and preserved in violate^ 
that the sons of blood-bought freedom may worship God agreeable 
to |)ie dictates of their own consciences, and have none to molest 
or make afraid. The council then say they received the vote of 
the whole church. 1 presume the council mean the whole present. 
For it appears they had but eight out of all that seceded; of 
course they must mean all that signed the church articles above 
mentioued. 

r 
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(Council Paper, No. 1.) 

Wednesday, Jwie Sil, 1819. 
Pursuant to letters misiiive from the church of Christ in Mauche&ter, and 
their pastor, the Kev James 1 huniton, in concuri-f^nce with the town, an 
Ecclesiastical Council was convened at the house of Mr. Benjaniin I'horop- 
son in said t«)wn. *' for advice, also to decide on the subject r;f their diffirul* 
ties and the disiolution of Rev. Mr. Iburston's pastoral and ministerial 
relation among them.'* 

Present, 

Church in Hamilton, by Rev. M. Cutlar, L. L. D. pastor, and brother 
John Whipple, delegate. 

Church in Belville, Newbury, by Rev. James Miltimore, pastor, brother 
Benjamin Hale, delegate. 

Tabernacle church in Salem, by Rer. S. Worcester, D. D. pastor, deacon 
Nehemiah Adams, delegate* 

First church in Marblehead, by Rev. Samuel Dana, pastor, brother R. 
Roman, Jr. delegate. 

South church in Salem, by Rev. Brown Emerson, pastor, brother 
'William Lang, delegate. 

South church in Danvers, by Rev. Samuel Walker, pastor, Dea. Fitch 
Pool, delegate. 

Church in Sandy Bay, Gloucester, by Rev David Jewet, pastor, brother 
Francis Norwood, delegate. 

Church in £bsex. by Kev. Robert Crowel, pastor, brother Samuel Burn- 
ham, delegate. 

Church in the Harbor, Gloucester, by Rev. Levi Hartshorn, pastor, broth- 
er Henry Phelps, delegate. 

Rev. Dr. Culler was chosen Moderator — 

Rev. S. Dana, Scribe — 

Rev. H. Crowel, Assistant Scribe. 

After prayer for divine direction by the moderator, the council proceeded 
to receive information from the Kev. Mr. 'Ihurston, and the committees of 
the church and town in relation to the unhappy difficulties subsisting among 
them, and several written documents were exhibited, read and put on file, 
numbered from 1 to IS. Committee, brothers Joseph Hooper, NathaDieJ 
M. Allen, Nehemiah Goldsmith ; committee of the town, William luck, 
Esq. Major Henry Story, Col. David Colby, Capt Thomas Leach, Major 
Israel Foster, Mr. Ebenezer i appan, Capt- John Hooper. Kev. Messrs. 
Walker and Hartshorne, Deacon Pool, and brother Phelps, were appointed 
to wait on gentlemen who have signed their names as a ^^Comuiittee of 
Rev. Mr, Williams' Society in Beverly, residing in Manchester," stating to 
them that the council are disposed to give them opportunity to make any 
communications to the council that they may deem proper. The. disaffected 
brethren of the church, and committee of that portion of the society con- 
nected with the Baptist church in Beverly, appeared, and exhibited their 
papers, which were read and filed, No. 1. to 4. 

Dittafiected brethren — Delucena L. Bingham, Tyler Parsons, Israel Mor- 
gan, Jona. Allen, Obcil Carter, Henry Lee, Malachi Allen, Isaac Allen, 
John Girdler, D. A. Grosvenor, Abner Allen, Committee —Several of the 

' .above, together with Abiel Burges, John Allen, ^d, Richard Allen, Eurley 

' Smith, John Lee. Adjourned for one hour. 

After dinner, council resutncd their sitting, and the brethren who have 
seceded, and a committee of the disaffected in the society again appeared, 
and offered such statements in explanation of their written communications 
as they saw fit. Having deliberated on all that had been laid before them, 
the council proceeded to consider the expediency of dissolving the connex- 
ion between the Rev. Mr. Thurston and his church and people ; and on this 
point made enquiries separately, of the committee of the town, the commit- 
tee of the church, and Rev. Mr. Thurston It was then voted, that the 
perions, male and female, who are iu CQVeoaot with the church now under 
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the pastoral care of Rev. Mr. Thurston, and have not withdrawn themRelved 
from his ministry, together \v.'th such of those who have withdrawn and con- 
nected themselves with the Baptist Society in Beverly as shall return within 
a fortnight from this day and subscribe an explicit declaration of their inten- 
tion to adhere to the congregational order and discipline agreeably to the es- 
tablished usages of our churches, i^^^rovided the Kev. Mr. Thurston be dismiss- 
ed *, and to seek the regular settlement of a congregational minister as his suc- 
cessor, shell be recognised by this council as constituting the congregational 
church of Christ in Manchester. 

Kev. Ar. Miitimore and Br. H. Phelps were made a committee to consid- 
er, during the rece<4s of this council, what compensation should in equity be 
mads by the town of Manchester to the Rev. Mr. I'burston, provided he should 
be dismissed. Rev. Messrs. Dana and Emerson were chosen to prepare a re- 
sult of this council, to he reported at the adfournment. The council adjourn*- 
ed to meet again at the same place on Thursday the ITth of .Tune inst. at nine 
o^cIock A. M. 

To the ecclesiastical council now in session in Manchester. 

Having received an extract of votes passed by the council, attested by 
Sam'l Dana, scribe, which proposes a declaration or our intentions of support- 
ing the congregational order and discipline — To thiB we reply, that having re- 
cently a covenant and articles adopted by the tabernacle church in Salem, we 
do consider these to contain our views and beliefs of the great objects of faith 
and the necessary discipline and government in the church of Christ. 
Manchester, June 17, 1819. 

I>. L. Bingham, Jonathan Ali.en, 
Obed Carter, Isaac Allen, 
John Girdler, Malachi Allek, 
Israel Morgan, David A. Grobvenob, 

Members of the churcli in Manchester. 
A true copi/, attest^ SAMUEL DANA, Scribe of the CoundL 

Here follows the reply to the council papers : 

To THE Rev. Sam*l D an a : — Dear Sir — Having received by the hand 
of Capt. .Toseph Hooper, on the' eve of the .Sd of June, a paper purporting to 
be extracts of votes of the council, on the 2d of June, attested by you as scribe 
for the council, you will confer a favor on the subscribers if you will hand the 
modcj ator this paper, to be presented to the council respectfully, as an answer 
to their votes, so fur as they appear to relate to those who have withdrawn 
themselves from the support of Mr. Thurston. 

To the moderator and gentlemen of the respectful council, now coiwen$d in iht 

town of Manchester. 

First, With regard to an explicit declaration to adhere to the congrega- 
tional irder, we have in the most unequivocal manner stated to youourviewg 
and feeling* on this .subject, as follows, viz : — We have no wish of continuing 
in a state of sona ration, but feel disposed to unite with our brethren in the 
support of a congjregational minister, provided Mr. Thurston's ministerial con- 
nexion \\'ith this people be dissolved. In making the above statement to you, 
gentlemen, we were impressed with the belief, that you would have consider- 
ed us sincere, more especially when so respectable a number of the inhabitanti 
as sui>scribers were jiresented to you, explicitly dec taring as above stated. 

Secondly, \s it respects the established usages of your churches, in every 
particular, we do not pretend to know what they are — but we presume you 
will readiiy admit every church to be independent of each other, as it respccta 
discipline; you will not pretend to abridge the right the constitution has grant- 
ed us. 'he second article of the constitution provides as follows, viz — " It is 
the right us well as the duty of all men in society, publicly and at stated sea- 
sons to worship the "supreme Being, the great creator anil prcsjcrver of the uni- 
verse. And no subject shall be hurt, molested or restrained in his liberty, 
person, or estate for worfbippiue; Ood in the manner and season most agree- 
able to the dictates of his own conscience, or for his religious profession or 
sentiments ; provided he doth not disturb the public peace, or obstruct others 
in religious worship." *^ ^ 
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TliirJIy, respecting Mr. Thurston's being clSsmissed, we have nd besitff- 
tion <n giving our opinion if he is not dismissed, we presume seven eighthsof 
this people will leave him in twelve months. They will no doubt embrace 
the sentiments of the seventh article of the constitution, which is its follows— 
** Government is Instituted for thecomoSoii good, for the protection, safety, 
and prosperity, and happiness of the people ; and not fof the profit, honor, or 
private interest of any one man, family, or class of men : Therefore the peo- 
ple alone have an incontestable, unalienable, and indefeasible right to insti- 
tute government ; and to reform, alter, totally change the same, when their 
protection, safety, prosperity and happiness require it." 

Fourthly, as it respects our being recognized by yon, gentlemen of this 
most respectable council, we shall always be happy rn being in fellowship with 
our neighboring churches, and especially those who feel disposed to maiutaiu 
the rights and privileges of the churdr and people. 

Fifthly, further, gentlemen, if there has been any injilmiations by any one 
presented to you, directly, or indirectly, calculated to establish in your mimls 
an idea, that any member either in church or society, among those who have 
recently withdrawn themselves fronr Mr. Thurston would wish to break up 
the congregational order in this place, by introducing u new syst*im of belief, 
faith or practice. The insinuation is ungentlemanlike, u«chri«tianlike, and 
false. If any further comiounication from us is wanted, we shaU be happy to 
wait on you in any manner you raty choose. 

VTith the above remarks, we the subscribers, in behalf of the members of 
this society who have recently withdrawn tlieir fellowship and support from 
Mr. Thurston, beg leave most sincerely, and with due respect, subscribe your 
most obedient and humble servants,- 

tYLUR Parsons, HenrtLre, 

Sam'l M. Williams, Richard Allbi?, 
Manchester^ June IT/A, 1819. Committee in bdiaif ufthe iSoeiety, 

Atruttcopy. Attest, SAM'L DA^A^iicribeo/tiieCouneiL 

Mandiester, Jane 17^ 1819, 
The council met according to acTjournment, and' after prayer by the Ker. 
Mr. Miltimore, resumed the considerations of the subjects submitted to 
them. A communication was received from^.eight of the disaffected brethren 
of the church, viz. D. L. Bingham, Jonn. lllen, Isaac Allen, Malacbi 
Allen, David A. Grosvenor, Obed Carter, John Girdfer and Israel Mor- 

fan, stating that '* having recently seen a covenant and articles, adopted^ 
y the Tabernacle Church in Salem, they do considor them to contain their 
views and beliefs, of the great objects of faith, and the necessary discipline 
and government in the church of Christ " 

A eomtnunication was likewise received, signed by Tyler Parsonf>, Henry 
Lee, Hamuel M. Williams and Hichard Allen, as a committee in behalf ol 
the society, which was read and filed No. 5. Committee of those of the so- 
ciety who have withdrawn 
The council received the following vote of the whole church : 
Voted, That for the purpose of re-establishing and cementing the union of 
this ohurch, we solemnly and unitedly adopt the articles and covenant con- 
tained in the pamphlet now before us, purporting to be the same which are 
In use in the tabernacle church in Salem, ami bearing the manual signature 
of Martha Lee. 

Mandiesier^ June 17, 1819. 
A vote of the church. Attest. D. L. BINGHAM, ClerL 

The committee on the subject of remuneration made their report, wbiclr 
was considered, amended, and filed No. The committee appointed for the 
purpose, reported a result, which when amended was adopted as follows : 

Result. The council are deeply impressed with the sacred nature, the 
solemnity and high importance of the relation of a minister of the gospel to 
the people of his particular charge, and cannot but express their sincere re- 
gret that in the present instance any circumstances should exist to render it 
eicpedient for this relation to be dissolved. But as it appears that a large 
portion ^f the church and society, and the pastor himself think that it can- 
not be*^^ jheir mutual advantage, for their present c >nnexion to be con- 
tinued, so the council also are of opinion that on the whole it is best that the 



pastor gboirld be regnlarly dismissed. From tbe doctmients and statemantspre-' 
setited we have learned with pain that difficulties and dissentions uf long stand- 
ing have ocaasioned a lamentable division among this people, and an unhappy 
degree ofdii>saffectioTi in the minds of many toward tbe pastor; that a con^ 
siderable number of the btethren of the church, and members of the society, 
have withdrawn themselves from his ministiy, and that there seems to be no 
hope of a restoration of union and harmony, nor any encouraging prospect, 
either of his ministerial usefulness, or of his receiving a competent support, 
so long a4 he remains in this place. 

We therefore judge it proper, that the pastor should ask a dismission of 
the church, und that the church shouki grant his request, with fair testimo- 
nials of his christian and ministerial character, and that his i^tated laborf 
amon^ them should be closed on the last Sabbath of the present month. Be- 
ing desirous of avoiding, as far as practicable, whatever might have a tenden- 
cy to prevent the future tranquility and happiness of this beloved people, tbe 
council would forbear entering inte tbe causes and merits of tbe controversy 
w bicb has involved them in so much distress and peril, any further than to 
state, 38 they do explicitly, and with heartfelt satisfaction, that after oppor- 
tunity afforded for a full hearing of all the parties, nothing prejudicial to the 
moral, christiaii, or ministerial character has been sustained. It is the opin- 
ion of the council that tbe town should take the real estate of the Rev ^r. 
TburstoD, situated in Manchester, off his hand, at such a price as shall be 
determined by impartial judges mutually chosen by the parties, taking into 
consideration its^ original cost and its present value. We wish it to be un- 
derstood, that we are far frem viewing (bis as an adequate remuneration or 
indeed as any remuneration to Mr. Thurston, on the ground of equity. We 
cannot but consider him as entitled to a liberal compensation for the dam- 
ages that must be sustained by him. But this result is formed in a spirit of 
accommodation, with an anxious regard to the welfare both of Mr. T. and of 
this people. He is earnestly recommended to their justice and kindness, in 
the hope, that by all the means in their power, they will endeavor to light- 
en the burden, and alleviate the affliction of his being deprived of the ordi- 
nary means of support, and reduced to the necessity of removing to a dis- 
tance in such trying circumstances. The council are not insensible that the 
scene of di8mi!!^ion must be attended with many painful sensations to the 
pasitor, and with Mm and his dear family they feel a tender sympathy. At 
bis period of life, and sitoated as he is with respect to those who under Prov- 
idence are dependent on him, it cannot but be peculiarly afflictive to be 
thrown upon tbe wide world, by means of his separation from a people near 
bis heart, with whom he had calculated to spend the remainder of hit 
days, among whom his labors have been so greatly blessed, and of whom so 
large a proportion continued stedfast in their attachment to him. We ear- 
nestly commend him to the grace of God, and pray that all his trials may 
issue in the furtherance of tbe gospel, and his more abundant profit and joy. 
That all his future steps may be divinely directed, and that a door may be 
opened for him in some other part of the gospel vineyard, and where he may 
labor with great l:(appines8 and success. 

For the church and society the council also feel a lively concern. This cen- 
cern has indeed been in a measure relieved by tne very satisfactory return to 
the church of eight ol the brethren, who had withdrawn themselves and given 
their names to the Baptist society in Beverly, and the united adoption by 
them and tbe brethren who have adhered to the Rev. Mr. Thurston, of a 
particular form of church order and covenant, as a pledge and secunij of 
union and peace. And the explicit declaration of forty-five individuals of 
this society who have connected themselves with the said Baptist society in 
Beverly, that they ** are disposed to unite with their brethren in the sup- 
port of a congregational minister, provided Mr. Thurston's ministerial con- 
nexion with this people be dissolved," is regarded as highly auspicious to the 
religious interests and general welfare of this town. These solemn pledges 
we devoutly trust will be held inviolate, and lead to the desired happy con- 
summation Yet aware dear brethren, that your situation is still in no 
slight degree critical and exposed, we do, in tbe nime and for the love of 
our common Lord, solemnly and affectionately exhort and entreat you, to 
strive together by all proper means, to keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace, to put avay from you all bitterness and wrath, and aDg(Q^, 
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and clamor, and evil speaking with all malice, and be kind one to anotber, 
tender hearted for^ving one another, even as God for i hrist sake hath for- 
given you, particalHrly to be on your guard against all sectarians or other at- 
tempts to divide and scatter you, and humbly to wait upon God in prayer, 
and in the best manner, for the purpose, that he may soon beiitow upon you, 
as a riob .ascension gift« another pastor according to his own heart, who wilt 
lead you in the true way of the gospel, and feed you with knowledge and 
understanding. 

And unto him who is able to keep you from falling, and to present you as 
faultless before the presence of his glory, with exceeding joy, to the only 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, don.inion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen. M. CUTLER, Moderator, 

Samuel Daha, Scribe. 

The following dismission and recommendation were voted by the Church, 
Lt presence of a committee of the Council. 

Manthesitr, June 17» 1819, 

Agreeably to the advice of the Fcclesiastical Council here convened, at 
the request of th« pastor and church of Christ in Manchester, in concurrence 
ivith the town, we the said church hereby testify* that our pastor, the Hev. 
James Thurston, has sustained a good christian and ministerial character dur- 
ing his residence among us ; and at his desiie, we dismiss and recommend 
kim as a member in regular standing, to any regular church, where, in provi- 
dence he may be called to reside. Signed by order of the church, tiemine 
mmlradieente, , JOSEPH HOOPER. 

Attest, Samuel Dava, Chairman Com. Council. 

The following was voted as the Council's recommendation of Mr. Thur«ton- 

Mandiesler^ June IT, 1819. 
The Ecclesiastical Council, here convened, bv letters missive from the 

* 

.Rev. James Thur^iton, and the church in Manchester, in coiich: rence with 
ilie town, **(br ailvice, also to deciite on the subject of their difficulties, and 
the dissolution of the Kev. Mr. T's pastoral and ministerial relation among 
tbein. Having judged the dissolution of their sacred connexion, under exist- 

.ing circumstances expedient, do sincerely recommend him as a minister of 
gooil standing and fair chatacter. to all people among whom in the course of 
his providence he may be called to labour, and fervently hope and pray, that 

• he may still continue to be an honored and useful servant of C hri<:t, and of 
•QuISi in the vineyard of our common Lord." 

M. CUTLER, Moderator. 
Samuel "Dlv a. Scribe. 

The proceedings of the Council having been publicly read in the meeting- 
liouse, the Council dissolved. 

Attest, SAM'L DANA, Scribe. 

I remark^ that when the council say Ihey received the vote of 
the whole church, they mean all that were present ; for it will be 
remembered, that some of the church members refused having any 
thing to doVith any of the council's proceedings — :ind of course 
did not vote to adopt those articles alluded to, passed June 17, 
18}9, attested D. L. Bingham, clerk. 

1 further remark, that the council say that the committee on the 
tuhject of remunerating James Millemore of Newbury, and Mr. 
Phelps of Gloucester, made their report, which was amended and 
filed. This report before it was amended, if 1 understand it ri^ht, 
(and 1 believe 1 do) read, that \he town of Mancliester, having nev- 
er given any considerable sum to Mr. Thurston to help him htiild 
. in Manchester^ &c. then provides, that the town should give Thurs- 
ton not less ihhn four hundred dellurs ca^^, and take his real estate 
off his hands in IMUncbester, having reference to the cost and to the 
present value, as you will see by looking at the council's advice to 
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^he town. I sbonlcl like to ask how this committee got their in- 
formatioQ respecting the town's not aiding Thurston in building; 
in this particular they are very incorrect. In the first place, the 
town of Manchester gave Mr. Thurston all of one quarter part of 
the worth of that place ; they first gave him the spot which would 
iiave fetched 300 dollars, to use it as a mill privilege. 1 am of the 
opinion, that it would fetch 400 for that use to-day, and this spot 
WHS reserved for that express purpose. The petition to the town 
meeting was got up and advocated for Thurston to have that spot 
^or to build on, for the simple sum that would give him a title to it 
— -i>n« dollar — and this one dollar was given to him by Mrs. Sally 
Allen. Further, Gapt. John Lee put the deed on record, and paid 
the expense ; so that in fact it did not cost Thurston one farthing. 
1 believe he bought a piece of land adjoining, costing about thir- 
ty dollars as 1 understood. Then let him give credit for all the la- 
bour he received of the poor people in Manchester, and 1 presume 
it will amount toone fourth part of the cost of his buildings in Man- 
chester, the report of the committee to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. 

Is not one fourth part a very considerable sum to (Present him 
with — then why does thb committee undertake to make such a 
jgross statement ? I can only account -for it on the principle, that 
they received their information from Thurston. . 1 confess, that 
this committee was exceeding liberal with our money, not less than 
Jour hundred dollarsy in addition to every thing else they recoii»- 
mended. Well far Manchester^ that was all the committee couM 
<lo, was to advise, that being all the power they have; however, a 
inajority of the council do not approve of the committee's report"^ 
they strike the 400 dollars out at a dash, and report the remainder 
as I understand it^r Next thing I observe in the conncil's doingi 
is to find soine way to get the disaffected brethren of the cbarch to 
vote ; a committee from the council was appointed, and came down 
below — i was present — they made enquiries of the brethren if the 
•church would vote a recommendation of Thurston and dismission'-^ 
ihty all as one refused to recommend Thurston to any society what' 
ever, Mr. Henry Lee and myself objected to having any thing to 
do with him ;, we had left him and belonged to a society in Bever- 
ly — and further, it was said to the council committee, that we be- 
lieve Thurston is a bad man, and we should not recommend him 
to any christian society. H. Lee and myself left the room— now 
you will see what Capt. John Girdler tells you in his affidavit-— 
that they, eight in number, entered into an express agreement with 
this committee from the council to vote Thurston's dismission, and 
not his recommendation — they were then called up stairs, and there 
was informed, that the vote of dismissing Thurston and recommend" 
ing him, was blended together. The church brethren refused vo- 
ting at all. The committee had previously agreed with these 
eight brethren not to vote against them; the church brethren not 
seeing the bearings of a vote of that kind, they agreed to that 
mode. The council then called on the minority of the church, viz. 
four members that never had seceded from Thurston, to appoint a 
ehairmuu of the church ; one of them very readily appointed 
Joseph Hooper, chairman. They are now prepared for the vote. 
The vote was called for to dismiss and recommend Thurston, M 
under one, — and declared to t>e unanimous^ both in Church and 
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C^incil; as you will see by looking at the council doings, netncni 
coniradicaUc. 

1 will uow show how it stances in fact. There \^i\^ Joseph Hoo- 
per, NaUianul Allen, Nehemiah Goldsfnith, Stihan Hilton^ four in 
nura<)er./or it Against him, IhoRe that would not recommend 
him to any society, Deacon D. L. Bingham, Obed Cnrtfr, Mala- 
chi Allen, Isaac Allen. Jonathan Allrn, Israel Morgan. David A. 
Grosvenor, John Girdler, ei^ht in number^ nctn. con. hy the council 
twtwiihsianding, I refer you to the testimony of John Ginller, af- 
ter i left the room — and 1 have heard all the rest of the eight tell 
the same thing. The Council repaired to the Meeling-heuse, and 
lead their doings (as they say; in (heir papers annexed. 

THURSTOiS DISMISSED. 

The town seems to be perfectly williag to have Thurston dis- 
missed, but do not choose to have any thing to do with the advice 
of the council, respecting his real estate, as you will see by look- 
ing to the votes passed the 22d day of October, IB 10, annexed to 
the memorial of Thurston. It was then expected that Thurston 
would call on the town, in some shape or other, by law. But for 
good reasons, 1 presume, he has not yet called, though he has 
told them that they had better leave it to men than resort to law. 
By caTpfully looking over the council iloings, you will see that 
they know nothing about this matter in dispute ; they say that there 
was no charge sustained. The plain reason appears to be this ; 
the councit had come to this conclusion — that there was sufficient 
cause to di^ndss hhn, from difficulties of lof^ standing, as they say. 
And further^ they say, that desirous of avoiding so far as is practi- 
cable, what might have a tendency to prevent the future tranquil- 
ity of this people. These are the reasoBs that the council.gives, 
for not having any charges sustained ; so of course, there was not 
any charges sustained. As it respects peace and tranquility, we 
agree with the council ; but as respects the mode of obtaining it, in 
such cases as we are now treating of, I have been led to conclude 
the best way is, impartially to investigate aU the difficulties, and 
plnce priest and layman under the same oath; and after a patient 
investigatian oi the merits of the case, give an opinion as it respects 
the justice of the cause, without fear^faxfour, or partiality to any 
man ; and for not doing so in many cases, much injury is done. 
If the council on Thurston had gone into the merits of the case« 
of Thurston's slandering the inhabitants of Manchester, that would 
have led them to the dissection business ; and that to the false letter 
that Thurston circulated in Manchester ; in order, as we believe* 
to acquit him of the chaise as in Doct. Mussey^s letter to Sewall. 
Although at the time of the sitting of the council at Manchester, 
we were not in possession of Doct. John Dewey's deposition, to 
show that he had not written Thurston, as he says, any letter 
since 1817, yet the circumstances warranted us to believe, that 
that letter was false. 

1 shall now make a few remarks on the memorial, for the pur- 
pose of showing the reader the probable intentions of Thurston 
the l.^th of May, when that unusual friendly meeting took place; 
for particulars you are referred back to the doings of that meeting. 
You will see that the strength of nil his memorial and claims 
against the town of Manchester, rests on the second vote, the 1 5th 
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f^lVTay, 1819. After pTOceeiVmg in his memorial, he endeavon 
<to show that the council bad been governed by the sentiments of 
that meeting; and that their doings was altogether conditional ; 
and that he has a declaration in writing from every one on that 
t^ouncil to that effect. Let Thurston call on that council ftom^ and 
«ee what they w411say about conditions ; see what they say after 
having gone into the merits o[ ibe case. Will they not require 
the very conditions Thurston refers te in his memorial, viz: that 
iie had performed bis official duties as became a Minister of Pte^, 
MoraH^^ and virttie ; on his part, they certainly will. And if so, 
Vihete\%h\^ claim on Manchester? October 27, 1819, Thurston's 
letter then reminds them of the 15th of May ; is this such treat- 
ment as his friends had a right to expect ? They placed all confi- 
dence in liim ; they adopted the vote precisely as it was handed 
by him, and his remnant of the church, unsuspicious that he would 
threaten them with Ihw ; especially when be tells them as by the 
-council [tapers, it is by hy his desire thai he is dismissed; and sign- 
ed by order of this remnant of the church, that p^itioned the town 
for this meeting of the 15th of May, 1819. 1 refer the reader to 
the council doings^ to the memorial, to the letter annexed, &c. for 
the truth of all my remarks. 

I shall t*Jose by briefly taking a retrospective view of t)ie whole 
transaction between Thurston, and myself, and my christian 
brethren in the church to the time of dismission. We found by 
experience with said Thurston, that his conduct^ his disposition^ 
and his practice^ as 1 have endeavored to shew you by all the 
facts before mentioned, was such as rendered it highly necessary 
to institute an inquiry into his conduct ; and by this inquiry we 
found him involved in many unpleasant transactions, as you will 
see by looking into all the history up to the memorable 15th of 
February, 1819. You will see by looking at all the papers pre- 
sented afterwards to the council, the objects at which we strictly 
und religiously aimed at the truth ; but prevented from this noble 
object in view by a great variety of obstructions, too numerous (o 
be mentioned here, they may be readily seen by a strict^ careful^ 
and impartial examination of all our proceedings^ up to the 17th 
JunCi ]S19, to the time of Mr. Thurston^s dismission from Man- 
Chester^ I would ask, was it not our duty so to do, if we djd believe 
him guilty of what was alledged against him ? and ought we not 
as christians to endeavor to prevent a reproach being brought on 
the religion we profess ? was it advisable for us to recommend 
Thurston to any society whatever, under such knowledge and be- 
lief, as we then had ? Surely the candid reader will say not. Was 
it our duty to have continued with the society, and not have se- 
ceded from Thurston, under the circumstances we were then 
placed ? 

It was not then in ourpower^ being in the minority, to accom- 
plish any object whatever, without producing the displeasure of 
the majority of our parishioners, on this ground, we seceded, fully 
believing that this measure was at that titxm most productive of 
peace. I here ask the reader to look at all the facts as 1 have 
produced them ; together with all the corroborating evidences, in 
order to support them, and then ask one's self, is it possible to be- 
lieve otherwise than we did ? The vei^ idea of knowing what b 

8 
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tight, 8appose« that ^e should trace matlere to their ongin^ and 
there unfold the principles of a man's actions^ in order to prove lo 
demonstration how far we can safely jiufge and determine for our^ 
selves, what b right ot wrong. On this ground we did eodeavofr 
to proceed, and conducted accordingly. And here i shall leave 
it with the puhlic to determine the propriety of my conduct io 
relation to James Thurston as one of the seccders. Here fol- 
lows the depositions in support of the truth of my remarks. 

The Affidavits of CapL John Oirdler, of Capt. Jhiel Burgess^ ef 
Mr, Daniel Annable, of Doctor Rcttken D. Mttssey^ of Doctor 
John Deney^ of Mr. Sargent Buniham^ and of Capi, Samuel 
M. WHUams. 

By a careful examination of all these affidavits, you wilt find 
the facts, (I presume,) supported,*— together with ail the circuour 
staoces attending them. 

I JOHN GIRDLER, of Manehester, County of Essex, 
and State of Massachusetts, of lawful age, do depose and say, that 
tome time in the year 1816, I believe It to have been in the month 
of November, I was chosen as one of the committee to draw up some 
rules of church discipline, with others, and t^at Mr. Tyler Parsons as 
one of the committee, did perform that duty. The articles were pre- 
sented to Mr. Thurston for his perusal and acceptance, as Mr. Thurston 
informed me. He, said Thurston, did not approve ot them, but did substitute 
others in the room of them, and i handed them to Mr. Parsons, for his ac- 
ceptance ; he refused to accept of them, until the rules already to be pre- 
seated to the church drawn by him, was agreed or disagreed on by the church, 
as he was the person appointed and requested to do that duty. Thurston, 
being offended at that, he tried to prevent these rules spoken of going into 
effect. -They weie adopted in the chifrch for one year. From that time Mr. 
Thurston appeared to show a spirit- of dissatisfaction with Mr Parsons, of- 
ten speaking of him as a dangerous man, especially in the church. Reports 
from Thurston was soon in circulation injurious to the character of the church, 
and especially Mr. Parsons, as though he said Parsons eventually would 
overthrow the present system of faith and belief in Manchester He said 
' Parsons being a unitarian or a universal ist, or a mau of infidel principles, and 
without something is done he will introduce these unitarian sentiments into 
our church, and that will last lead on to infidelity. It betioves me as a Min- 
ister of Christ, said Thurston, to put a stop to his career — and many of these 
kind of insinuatidns came from I'hurston from the time that the church arti- 
cles were adopted— it was a{ Thurston's- dwelling house, and at a meeting ap* 
pointed for that purpose, that Mr. Thurston came forward, and objected t* 
having them received by the church, observing that his name was not on 
them— and that he said Thurston attempted to prove by the Bible his right 
of negativing the church, as 1 understood him, in that particular; difficulties 
had been existing between Mr. J'hurston and i>r. Orosvenor and others for 
year?. There now seemed a cessation of arms, and it was thought advisable 
to get up those rules for the purpose of preventing further difficulties— but 
all to no good purpose. IJbe proceedings of Jhurston occasioned a meeting 
May 8th, 1817-Hhe church met, J>ir. Thurston present— andas the officers 
and members present told me, when they begaa to ej^mine Thurston he left 
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the room. Tfae church then passed votes after a full examination of Ihmjp;^ 
that in their opinion Mr. Thurston had been the author of certain reports, 
which were injurious to us as a church, and requested the committee to write 
him on the subject. They informed me that they did write him— I have seen 
bis reply to theh's, dated June 17th, directed to Deacon D. L. Bingham,^ 
which occasioned an answer by the committee, Mr. Parsons, and Mr. Henry 
Lee. 

By this time the church was in a very unhappy state of things ; about two 
thirds of the male members appeared to have withdrawn their fellowship ;— * 
there was so many circumstances that they relied on to charge Mr. Thurs- 
ton with prevaricating, contrary to the character he professed, the pointed 
allusions frequently from the desk, and the history of prevarications out of 
the desk by Thurston, I believe parted the cords of affection, and sowed dis« 
cord and confusion all around us The communion was suspended for a 
while. By this time the church had eome to this conclusion, that Thurstoa 
must eventually go from this place. I had endeavored to make the best of 
all Mr. Thurston's doings, and sayings; I lived about two miles from Mr* 
Thurston, therefore I had hot an opportunity of seeing and knowing so much 
of Mr. Thurston's proceedings as the rest of the committee. At all times 
when Mr. Thurston called on me, he spoke of Mr. Parsons in a very un- 
ehristian-like manner indeed, unl^ecoming the christian character; and I be* 
lieve Mr. Thurston did produce great evil in the chureh and society in Maa- 
Chester. 

Some time in the fall of the year 1818, I believe it to have been in the, 
month ofNoirember, there was a report in circulation in Manchester, and 
elsewhere, respecting James Thurston, then minister of said Manchester— 
his advising Doct. John Dewey, then of Hanover, in the year 1815, to settlii 
in Manchester in the capacity of a physician ; and that said Dewey came 
there— 'and when there at Manchester, said Thurston offered to said Dewey, 
the facility of dissecting dead bodies, as an inducement for Dewey to tarry 
in Manchester ; this report, together with many others injurious to the char- 
acter of Thurston and church, were believed by a majority of the church 
-and many of the parishioners. The facts that accompanied them, together 
with the habits of Mr. Thurston, in relation to his uyuat way of prevarica- 
ting, induced us to believe that this report was well grounded, Thurston de- 
nying it to the contrary notwithstanding; the situation of the church was 
deplorable without this charge, by Thurston's conduct as then believed— the 
committee from the church had already informed Mr. Thurston that we had 
withdrawn our fellowship from him,a8 a minister of Christ — and should contin- 
ue to remain so, until he Thurston confessed his many wrongs in that manner 
that the gospel required. Mr. Thurston being at variance at this time with 
Doct. Grosvenor of this town, and had been aC different times for some years ; 
this diflSculty originated principally from Thurston's interfering with Doctor's 
medicine an<) practice, as Doctor had stated to me ; the truth of this I am 
knowing to — some instances, one I wiU state ; Mr. Thurston oalled at my 
sisters, the wife of Capt. John W. Allen, in Manchester, she then being out 
of health; he said Thurston did then and there advise her, Mrs. Allen, to^ 
employ pt^ysicians of skill, as he, said ThurMon. said her case was atarming-* 
Thurston knowing at the same time that she had Doct. Grosvenor attending 
her. Thurston then gave her to understand that she would be soon relieved 
from the imposition of Doct. Grosvpnor's medicine and practice, for there was 
A physiciaQ on Vt§ way to this town ; tl Js was in (he (ali of 1815, 1 beUevt» 
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not tong beibre 0oet John JDtewey came into town, in onTer to cfCsATi«b 
himself a5t a physician. It was then supposed that Doct. Dewey was the 
one .^r. i'burston alluded to. Doct. Grosvenor being a church member, led 
me and others to enquire of Mr. i'hnrstoD, if he did advise Doet. I>ewey to 
^Manchester. He, said lliurston said, tliat lie did not either directly or indi- 
rectly, in any way; neither, said Thurston, did I know of Doct. Dewey's 
coming to 'iattchestef'b^fore he came. It was a subject of enquiry general* 
ly, who did invite this Doct. Dewey into town. It was then believed that 
Thurston did kivite Dewey to Manchester, his denying of it to the contrary 
notwithstanding. Dewey staid here about four or five weeks, to the best ot 
my knowledge ; and then finding that he could* not succeed to his expecta' 
tkms. he returned as I was informed, to the country* 

I further testify and say— in conversation with Mr. Thvrston, I told himr 
that we did not en>pIoy him to invite physicians here into town, nor to turn 
them out of town; th« circumstance of I'hurston's being charged with this- 
conversation with Dewey about dissection business, came to Manehester by 
a letter from Doct. Reuben D. Mussey, dated at Hanover, October 26, 1818. 
I believe it began to create serious difficulties. Mr. Thurston was called ob 
by me and others; he denied of eve^ having any conversation on the subject 
of dissections with Doct. Dewey, when at Manchester in 1815 ; and insinua' 
ted at the same time, that tbis letter from Mussey, was got up by some one 
{H'obably in Manchester, (or to Fuin him and family. 

I then went to (hebaco, now Gssex, and obtained the original letter of 
Doct. Sewall. for the purpose of showing Mr. Thurston, in order if be wa» 
innocent, that he may have a fair opportunity to acquit himself, I then gave 
him a copy of said letter, the«xtract that relates to him, where he was char- 
ged of such advice. He then said be was going into the country to get a line 
from Doct. Dewey, to exhonorate him, said Thurston, fromtlie charges alle- 
ged against him. Thurston went on his journey, as he pretended, on that 
^day, together with his wife, and was gone not far from one week. Soon after 
his return, I being anxious to hear bow he succeeded, I calleii on him« I 
then enquirrd of him respecting his health; he replied, that he was quite 
Worn down and fatigued, aad that he had worn down three horses on his 
journey. I asked him if he had been successful in jieeing Doct. Dewey. He 
replied, that some future time would explain the enquiry more perfectly; he 
repeatedly said tfa'^t i should understand more about it at some other time. 

h rom that very moment I believed that I'burston was verily guilty of the 
charge alleged against him in ^tussey's letter to Sewall. 1 did not receive 
any satisfaction to the contrary; his pretended journey in the country not- 
withstanding. Thurston intimated to me that all would be right in the end, 
and that he should prove innocent. I then stated to Mr. Thurston that the 
church and town was much excited about the matter, and I wished a further 
explanation of him, in order to satisfy the church members and others, when 
enquired of respecting his innocence. Thurston replied, Mon't be worried, 
be easy, I am an innocent man; this was in the month of December, 1818^ I 
believe. Not long afterwards, * hurston sent for me ; when there at Thurs- 
ton's house, he stated to me, that it would not do to have all his affainknovm* 
He then asked me if I had the original letter written by Doct. Mussey te 
Doct. Sewall, in my possessession. I replied, I have. He then enquired if I 
was going to return it to Doct. Sewall. I replied, I was going to return the 
letter. Thurston then said that this letter was going to be a gre^t trial to 
him ; said he, I am not going to have my character thns handled ; I am df- 
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tf nnincJ to fee ike matter out, as a duty I owe my family, .and the easse of 
Christ ; for I have the first lawyer engaged on my part in New^Hampshiret* 
Yes, repKed Mrs. Tharston, you may well say that Mr. Thurston. I have^ 
said Thurston, a host of adversaries to eombat with; I wish you now, said 
'i'burston, to be partieuiar and let me know what is said, and what the pee* 
pie's opinion is in town, respecting these charges. I declined having any thing 
to do with this business ; I could not enter into any such arrangements. Ha 
then said to me, you hold that latter and keep it. Of cUl yowr moUHrU chil* 
drfn, you love yourself the best. I then ariced Mr. Thurston what he meant 
by such an insinuation or threat as that. 8aid Thurston, I am determined to 
tee tbe 'matter closed — and I am determined to make use of such means- 09 
God shall give me, in order to eflfect the same. I then told Thurston that I 
should advise with a friend respecting keeping the letter— we parted. 

I accordingly advised with my friend about returning this letter. He told 
me by all means return it to the person I received it of, Thurston's threats 
notwithstanding. Shortly after, Mr. Thurston came to my house with his 
wife, and Miss Abigail Hooper. I believe it to Imve been about tha 
month of December, in the year 1818. He requested me to step out with 
him ; we retired from the company ; he then said to me, do you yet retain 
that letter I spoke to yon about when I last saw you — and if so, what con<* 
eluFion have you come to about returning of it ? He further asked me if Mf,. 
Parsons had advised me to return it. I replied to Thurston that I should rt* 
turn it; but Mr. Parsons bad not said any thing to me about it. Thurston 
then said to me, is the letter to be seen ? I then showed bim the letter, the 
original from Doct Mussey to Doct. Sewall. Thurston then replied, that it 
was a false letter, got up for to ruin him and family. .He then commenced 
conversation respecting Mr. Parsons; he asked me what Mr. Parsons had, 
said about it, kc, — and further, he exclaimed much against him : he slander* 
ed Mr. Parsons in a most unbecoming manner, with unchristian-like epithets, 
to my utter astonishment for a minister of Christ. He then said to me, I 
wi«h you to keep that letter— for as long as you keep that letter I am 
safe. I then let a female friend of Thurston's have the letter by his request, 
and when I called on her for the letter, she observed she could not obtain it 
—she said that William Norwood had it. I then demanded the letter of her. 
She then said that she would see Norwood and get it. When I saw her 
again, she observed that she had tried to get the letter but could not fri)m 
l^orwood. Norwood was then called on for the letter ; he then produced 
it, after being threatened. He came to m|f house about IS o'clock at night,, 
sometime in the month of 1>ecember, I believe it to have been in t818, with 
the letter — and then produced two letters, as he said was copies ; Joseph 
Hooper's name was on them, certifying that they were copies- He wish- 
ed me to certify that they were copies Considering myself thus treat- 
ed by Thurston in regard to this business, I wrote him a letter. X 
received no answer from Thurston. The next time I saw Thurston, 
lie acknowledged the letter as having received it; he began i»y saying 
ijo me, beware of what you do ; I am a gentleman, and a minister ; and yov 
have villified my character. Well, said I, if 1 have done it, you are the fa- 
ther of it; you have taught this to me. I then demanded satisfaction for 
What he had said. He replied, I shall give you none. I replied, I am full 
warranted to pursue this thing ; you may now expect to meet me and 
tsome of my brethren in the church. Said Thurston, I care not what ^on do. 



I Ml tbt rsom, beiag at Thuraion't dwelliDg houfe at that time. I calM 
•OB Mr. Panoos to go with me to Thurston to examine the matter ; he re- 
feted ; he, Mr. Parfons, laid, that there conid not be any reaionable ntif- 
fection obtained of him, and when you have snflfered as much from him ai I 
have, said Mr. Parsons, yon wiil then be perfectly satisfied of Thurston's 
ebaractar* I then called on deacon Bingham— -he thought as Mr* Persona 
did respecting Thttrston. I then called on Mr. Henry Lee and Mr. Jonathan 
Allen— they went to Mr. Thurston's house. I then in conversation there, 
had a just occasion to charge Thurston with a fislsehood, in relation to what 
he had said to Capt. Burgess. Thurston tlien acknowledged the falsehood, aa 
there was not any possible way to prevaricate in that case. I then observed 
I wished to have an explanation of all our proceedings, and that before the 
'Church in the manner that the gospel points out. He then requested me te 
iubmit in wiitiag to him my complaints, taw the purpose of exhibiting them 
to a committee out of the church, those of his associates as appeared to me ; 
fcr there was three or four that never had paid any attention to the difficult 
lies in the church. I believed Thurston wished to leave it to those members 
and those only, by his conduct it plainly appeared so to me. All hopes were 
abandoned for an adjustment with Thurston in a christian manner, in my 
views of tlie subject. Thurston not long after, say in the month of January^ 
1820, called a town meeting to enquire into certain reports in circulatioa 
Tespecting bis character, (as he said) the 20th of January, I believe the town 
meeting was, and then Thurston was not ready to answer to any thing. He 
there said that he would be ready at the adjournment of that meeting to 
tome future day, if the town should agree on it, to be sifted like wheat, and 
that every man, woman and child, should know the character of your mm-- 
ister, and that they would love him ten times as much as ever. The towft 
eoodesceuded to grant Thurston a committee, and that eommittee was to> 
meet on the 15th of February folluwiug. They accordingly met. Thurstoa 
eame forward and accused himself of certain things, via. that he was said to 
have been guilty of fornication, and of getting one girl with child ; and of 
getting a bundle of shingles from the school-hou^ in a fraudulent manner ; 
and that he had advised Duct. John Oewey to settle in Manchester, for the 
purpose of carrying on private dissection ; or in other words, to barter away 
the dead bodies of his people, &c The above named charges of fornication, 
and getting a girl with child, never was a subject of litigation in the church 
•r town, to my knowledge* He fiirther said that he was often with the wo- 
men and girls. Thurston was then charged of slandering the inhabitants oC 
Manchester indiscriminately, and proved I believe, to the satisfaction of ev- 
ery impartial man that heard the trial. Thurston would not proeeed further. 
He said he would be tried by an ecclesiastical tribunal. 

I further testify and say, that Mr. Thurston, screening himself from exam- 
ination, at the meeting of the 15th of February, led us, a majority of the. 
church, and a respectable part of the town, to inspect the «ituation of Thure- 
ton more close than ever. At length we who seceded eame to the conclu-- 
sion, that Thurston was guilty of sundry base charges, such as rendered him. 
unfit for holding the oflSce of a minister. y 

Charges that we should have alledged against Thurston, providing we^ 
could have a bar opportunity, either in town or council, ace as follows : 

No. 1. ThuntOB's conduct in Manchester hail destroyed his usefulnei^ an 
a minister. 




^. That Thurstott., taking shingles from the school heuse in the manner 
lie did, and making, as was believed, false statements t* Mr. Bamham andl 
Burgess, respecting them. 

Sd. Thurston had an agency in getting Di^ John Dewefy to the town of 
Manchester, in the year 1815, and when there at Manchester, did advist 
«aid Dewey to tarry in Manchester as a physician, telling him that he 
might hanre a fine opportunity for private dissection, as there would not ha 
the least difficulty in obtaining subjects there. 

4th. i^hurston had slandered the inhabitants of Manchester in a most dis- 
^graceful manner, contrary to the laws of God and man. 

5th. lliurston called a town meeting,as I beUeve,ror ike purpose of obtain" 
4ng a select committee, with the intention of evading a proper enquiry into 
Imports con taiued in the afore mentioned charges. 

6tb. I'hurston did bring two charges against himself, vie. fomicatiofi, and 
ihe report of his getting one girl with child. 

Knowing that these base and unwarranted «harges had never become a 
•subject of litigation, either in church or town, to my knowledge, and that 
said false charges were produced by said Thuisten, knowing Jiimself that they 
-would nttt prove true, lor the express purpose, «s I believe, of preventing 
those that were true coming out to the public view. I believed that I'hurS* 
ton did pretend to go into the country ,and as he told me, to see Dr.JohnDew- 
ey, then residing at Laitcaster, ^ew Hampshire, in order to get a letter or 
^certificate from Hiid Dewey, to exonerate him from the charge of dissection ai 
repoited in Dr. ^iussey's letter. Further said I'hurston did drcalate a let* 
ter some time in the month of March, 1819, purporting to have been seat 
bim by mail, and Irom Dr. John Dewey, and circulated by said Thurston as a 
true letter to exonerate him, said Thurston, from the charge .of dissection, 
wben at the same time i did believe, and those that seceded from him,- that 
It was a false and foi-ged letter, got up for the express purpose of acquitting 
•him from a charge that I did believe him to be guilty of. 

I further testify and say, that the foregoing charges, with all the attending 
tircumstauces, was sufficiently evident to my mind, and in the minds of oth* 
«rs, that induced rae to leave 1 hurston as a church member, together with a 
majority of the male members of the church, and a respectable part of the 
^oci«ty, the 5th of April, 1819. 

I further say, that my belie& and opinions have since been confirmed, by 
seeing the testimony of John Dewey, that he had not written Mr. Thurston 
any such letter, neither has he signed any letter to Thurston since the yea'r 
1317, but that Thurston had written to Dewey to send him a certificate or 
statement, such an one as Thurston must have known to be false, in relation 
to Dr. Dewey's coming to Manchester. After many painful church meetings, 
and other measures, all to no purpose, the church members, or a majority of 
them, and a respectable part of the society, finding that they could not obtain 
what we conceived to be a fair hearing, on the principles of choosing, a coun- 
cil, we seceded from Tbur^ton and the society. The town then called a 
council on the same principles as it respects any charges that was to be 
brout^bt before the council, as those that we the seceders proposed. The 
council set on the 2d of June, 1819^ and when organised, they waited on 
the disaffected brethren, and wished us to hand them tha reasons why so ma- 
ny of the church and parishioners had left the society. We accordingly at- 
tended to them. Mr. Pardons and Dcacoa Bingham was selected to repre- 
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tent the vievrs of tlie tececlen, and the papers were presented the -council 
We a^jreared, and r i*aisoris and *lr. Bingham attended to that dut\\ 
Mr. Parfiriiib oflfered to prefer one charge, viz. that of Smith's testimoDy of 
Tburfton's slandering the inhabitants of Manchester. Mr Parsoirs lequired 
that I'horston should be put on uatb aR\\-ell «s "niith, providing he, Thurston, 
«bouid be admitted to say any thing in his own behalf ; but was replied to by 
Mr. C'rowell, one of the council, that a minister of Christ was ahva^-s under 
oath ; and, said Mr. Crowell, all that thoy liave prodtjced is nothing but 
a bubble. He, Crotvell, was replied to by Doctor Worcester, that what had 
lieen said by the disaffected had great weight, and would have weight al- 
ways, as I understood him. The council forbore going into the merits of 
«ny of the causes on any investigation whatever. The council adjourned to 
the ITth June. The church members that seceded were invited to join 
them in dismissing and recommending J hurstom; they ail to a man refused 
recommending I'hurston to any christian society whatever. We refused on 
the ground as we stated to the council committee, that Thurst n was a bad 
man, and ought not to be imposed on any society whatever, as a minister of 
ihe gospel. The council committee ga\ e us to understand that it was highly 
necessary for us to vote his dismission, if we could not vote him a recom- 
mendation ; they said that they could not well proceed without, as they 
considered them that seceded as belonging to the church, and that it inquired 
a majority ; we then agreed with council committee not to vote against 
(hem, in recommending Thurston, if they saw fit. This express agreement 
being entered into, we went up into the council chamber. Kigbt ^4 U9, two 
of the brethren, viz. Tyler Parsons and Henry ]>ee, left the room* They 
utterly refused hiaving any thing to do about his dismission or recommenda- 
tion. When we eight brethren got to the council chamber, they informed 
us that their votes were so blended, that it was to dismiss and recommend 
Thurston all under one vote; we then refused voting at all, either his dis- 
mission or recommenddtien. They then proceeded and called the church to 
appoint a chairman. There was, I believe, four church members present that 
never seceded from Thurston — Joseph Hooper, Nehemiah Goldsmith, Na- 
thaniel Allen, and Stilson Hilton. Joseph Hooper was nominated by one 
of the four members, as chairman. I'he Council proceeded to call the vote 
to dismiss and recommend Mr. Thurston ; the above named four members 
Qnanimously, I believe, voted for it. The eight members of the church, vis. 
Peacon D. L. Bingham, Obed Carter, Malachi Allen, Isaac Allen, Jonathan 
Allen, Israel Morgan, Doct. David A. Grosvenor, and myself, did not vote 
at all ; we having previously agreed with the Council, not to vote to the 
contrary, before we understood the bearing that such a vote would have on 
us. The Council proceeded to declare the vote unanimous, notwithstanding 
there was four for it, and eight against it ; nemine eontradectnli by the Coun- 
cil notwithstanding. And further say not. 

JOHN GIRDLER. 

March 4, 1823. 
The above named John Girdlcr personally appeared before iwf , 
David Colby ^ one of ihe Justices to keep the peace in ihe county of 
EbscXy and was sworn to the iruih of the above deposition by hxm 
auhscribcd. 

DAVID COLBY, Justice of the Feace. 
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T, ABIAL'BlIRGESS\of Manchester, county of Essex, Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, of lawful age, do depose and say, that in the year of 1815» 
1 believe it to have been iu the fall of the year in the month of November, a 
man came to my house with a letter of introduction and recommendation, by 
the Hdiue of John Dewey, of Hanover, N. H. — He, said Oewey, gave me to 
understand, that his intention was to settle in Manchester in the character of 
•a physician, and that he wished me to give him my opinion as it respects his 
encouragement. 1 repiiud to him that Doct. Grosvenor was here, and [ be- 
lieved that the people were tolerably well suited with him. I rather declined 
giving him a decided opiniou. 1 then recommended b'lm to call on Msgor 
Burley Smith, and others in town. As no one appeared to encourage him 
but Mr. Thurston, he (Thurston) came to my house, and ("ecommended Doct* 
Dewey very highly atia man of talents, and of a very reputable parentage, 
and skill in his profession, &,c. Not long after, I understood that Dr. Dewey 
had coucluded to leave Manchester, as he told me, not finding encourage- 
ment iu this town. Mr. Thurston was very busy in waiting on Dr. Dewey, 
but to no good effect. Thurston was at variance with Grosveuor at this time, 
and had been at times for years. I had been selected as one of the referees 
to settle the difficulty between them ; but Thurston continued to interfere 
with Grosvenor's medicine and practice was the occasion of the business net 
being adjusted at that time, I believe. I asked Mr. Thurston if he ever ad- 
vised I>oct. Dewey to come to Manchester, ib order for him to establish him- 
self there in the character of a physician, or if he had any agency in Dewey's 
eoming there. He repeatedly denied of having any agency in his coming 
thei'e, or any knowledge of hi» coming whatever, before he, said Dewey,) 
caiue there. I further testify and say, that in the year of 1818, I believe to 
have been about the month of July, I as one of the committee chosen by the 
town of Manchester, together with Mr. Tyler Parsons, Deacon D. L- Bing- 
ham, Major Burley Smitn, and Capt. John Knight, fo» the purpose of super* 
intending the building of a school-house in said town. We did agree with 
one Sargent Burnham for to build said house, and that Mr. Parsons was our 
principal contractor abroad and at home, and some time in the fall of the 
same year Mr. Thurston came to me about some shingles — informed me that 
he had sent and got a bundle of shingles, of those that was left at the scbool- 
liouse — and that Mr. Burnham told him, said Thurston, that he was author- 
ised to sell them. Thurston further said, that Mr. Parsons wag much ofifend- 
ed about his getting them, and had sent Burnham to inform him of it. 
I replied to Mr. Thurston, tf|Pit 1 did not know that Mr. Burnham was au- 
thorised to sell any thing belonging to the house. I then stated to him that 
Mr. Parsons had told me that he never had given Mr. Burnham liberty to 
sell any shingles, or any thing else, and he believed that you had got these 
shingles by way of contempt on the committee, and on him particularly, as 
you would not condescend to speak to him about them. You not being pleas- 
ed respecting the loeating of the school-house on the parsonage ground, and 
by way of contempt on Mr. Parsons as a committee man. 

I further testify and say,that some time in the winter of the same year,the 
committee having met for the purpose of closing their accounts,they met at thf 
tavern in Manchester ,and not being satisfied about Mr.Thurstou's taking the 
shingles in the manner he did, we sent for MrBurnham the master builder for 
to explain whatThurston said to him in order to obtain them. I then told the 
committee that Mr. Thurston in conversing about the shingles with me, said, 
that Mr. Burnham informed him, that he was authorised to sell theaqr— Mn. 
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Burnham being preient replied, if Thurston laiil to be (Thurston) is a liar-^ 
for I never told him any such thing. But on the contrary Buruhani said be 
told Thurston that he was not authorised to sell any ihing belonging to the 
hou9e~hut did further tell Thu.-ston no doubt he could have the shingles by 
applying to the comDiittee. We then as a committee proceeded to examine 
this thing, findjng that Thurston had made false statements to one or both of 
118, and we then wished to be satisfied f(»r what reason. I then concludedt 
that Thurston took the fliifigles in the first place by way of contempt on the 
Committee, and particularly Mr. Parsons, as Mr, Parsons was the principal 
Acting man in the committee, and I hnrston not being on good terms with him 
—and further, Thurston not feeling pleased with the setting the house on the 
parsonage ground — he was not social with any one except John Knight.— 
Thurston did tell me, that he did apply to Capt. Knight's wife respecting the 
shingles, and thSt Mrs. Knight replied that she heard Ar. Knight say thei-e 
was shingles left of the school-house. Knight not being present, the above 
was all the information ^Ve could get on the subject. We found by looking 
over the circnmstances, that Thurston had lied to me, and to Mr. Burnham 
too. Mr. Parsons then observed among other things, that if I hurston's chai*- 
acter was that of a noted thief, he should consider it an act of stealing in 
Thurston-^or, said Parsons, if Thurston or either of us should take a piece 
<f{ goods in Cornhill, Boston, the "same way, in his opinion we should be ap- 
prehended as a thief. The above is to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
the substance as said by Mr. Parsons and by Thurston about the shingles. 

I further testify and say, that there were serious difficulties in Mauches* 
ter with Mr. ihurston, owiog to certain reports in circulation respecting dis^ 
secting business, the shingle account, and the disposition Mr. Thurston ap- 
peared to exhibit at a meeting of the £Oth of January, 1819, and at the meet- 
ing at the school-house of the 15t1i of Feb. 1819, for the purpose of enquiring 
into certain reports in circulation as Mr. 'Ihurston said was iujuriou:) to his 
character. He then said, that it was reported that he wiis guilty of fornica- 
tion, and was often with the women and giris, and had got one girl with child, 
and that be had advised Dr. Dewey to Manchestci' iu 1815, for to carry on 
private dissection, and that he had taken a bundle of shingles from the school- 
house in a clandestine and fraudulent manner. The committee having agreed 
a majority of them, that to have any charge preferred against Mr. 'ihurston 
theiv must be two evidences — it caused much debate-^but Mr. lyler Parsons 
oflfered to prefer one to begin with, although he considered it a deviation from 
the rule entered into the ^Oth of January, when this meeting was appointed. 
I was one of the committee, and had uniformlyue&n a friend to Mr. Thurs- 
ton, which led me to indulge him at this meeting further than we should have 
done* He had pi'etended all he wanted was a fair trial,and that he should prove 
an innocent man, ana to use his own language, he said he was willing to be 
sifted like wheat, and that every man, woman, and child, should know the 
diaracter of your minister, and that they would love him ten times as muck 
as ever—this was said by Thurstm at ihe meeting of the tOih Jan. 1819 — the 
charge was brought by Mr. Parsons, and proved by ilajor Burley Smith, the 
case of Mr. Thurston's slandering the inhabitants of Manchester in 1815 — 
the manner that Mr. Thurston adopted to rid himself of the charge, the evi- 
dence he produced, all tended to show his guilt of that charge. I then began 
to believe that all his pretences to innocence were false. I believe that the 
most part of the committee were satisfied that Thurston was guilty as alleged 
by Smith. Mr. Thurston then said he would not proceed any further, that he 
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bad got more than be could bear, and that be would be tried by an eeclesias* 
tical tribunal — the committee excused himfrom proceeding further— Tbecomt* 
mittee never made any report to the town. The difficulty with Thnriton be*" 
gan to increase — meetings by the church and by the town. At March meet* 
ing considerable clamor respecting raising Thurston's salary. Mr. Thurstoa 
had previous to this time predicted he should have a letter to acquit him from 
* the charge of advising Dr. Dewey to Manchester, and when there to advise 
falu> to the practice of dissection, as was stated in a letter from Dr. Mussey of 
Hanover, to Dr. Sewall of Essex, then Chebaco. About this time, the lit of 
March. 1819, Mr I'hurston came to my house>. and informed me that he had 
i*eceived a tetter ftom Dr. John Dewey acquitting him from the dissecting 
business, agreeable to his prediction and expectation- I replied to Mr. Tbursi^ 
tot), [ am very glad — for you was placed in a very unpleasant situation with 
respect to that charge. Said Thurston. I have taken, great pains in order to 
obtain this letter; but I have made out at last. He then gave me to under- 
stand that all the charges would tuin out the same, noiwithstandlng it ap- 
peared against him at that meeting of 15th February. Mr Thurston read 
this letter to me by my request. I thought as he read it, that it did not ac* 
quit him so explicitly as I expected of that charge. I then took the letter 
and read it ; and from the mnnner of expression, and the hand writing of the 
letter, I thought it was not from Doct. Dewey, a« I had seen his writing— 
Dotwithstandiiig.it was signed John Dewey, the body of the letter iMid the 
signature was two hands writing, as appeared to me. 

My family being sick at that time, I said but little to Mr. Thurston. la 
a few days after, Thurston came to my house, as he was to attend the funer- 
al of my daughter the next day; Capt. David Crofts, and Capt. Samuel M. 
Williams, present When Mr. Thurston was t^oing out of the bouse, he ask-* 
ed me to step out in the entry way — he then introduced this letter businen ; 
some considerable conversation. I* then requested hi ao to let me have the 
letter to show Capt. Crofts and Capt. WiMiams, in order to satisfy them ; af 
I had tofd him that it was said to be a false letter, in the opinion of some. 

Thurston refused letting me have the letter to show them, and refuse^ 
giving n.e a copy of the letter^ Said Thtnrston, this people is bent on mis* 
chief. I was then convinced that it wa»a false letter, got up for the pur*, 
pose of acquitting him from the charge of dissecting business. I then^ conela* 
ded that Thurston was guilty of all the charges alleged against him by the 
inhabitants of Manchester. I was then confirmed in my mind, that the char- 
ges he brought against himself, of fornication, &c. was brought to eover up 
those charges that were true ; as two of the charges Thurston brought were 
sot even made a subject of legislation in Manchester, to my knowledge. 

I further testify and say, that there was not any charge presented the 
council, as preferred against Thurston except one, via. the case of Thurston^ 
slandering the inhabitants of Manchester, that was offered by Mr. Parsone— 
but the council refused going into the merits of it. And from the whole pre- 
ceedings of Thurston, I was induced to believe Thurstoe a man regardlesit 
of the truth: — piety— morality. And further say not. 

A6IAL BURGESS. 

Manduster, March 3, 1B23. 
The above named Abial Burgess, personalty qmared before me. 
and was swam to ike truth of ike foregoing aepositian, by fttm 
subscribed. 

DAVID COLBY, Justice a/the Peace. 
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1, DANIKTj ANN\BLFi, of Vlanchetitcr, in ike County of Es-ieT, 
and Common wen) th of Massachu^ts, of lawful age do depose and say, that 
some time in the fall of 1818, -tr. Jamen Thurston wa* reporteil to have been 
guilty of advising Doct. John Dewey to Manchester, in the year of 1815 — 
and when at Manchester, he, said Thurston did tell him it was a good place 
for dissection. As soon as this report came out, Mr. 1 burston did deny it — 
and also denied having any agency in getting Doc t. Dewey to "^^anchester. 
He, sahl • hurston did pretend to go in the country, in the month of Decem- 
ber, 1818, for the purpose of obtaining a statement of Dewey, to clear him 
from the dissection business. And on his return, I called on Mr. 'I hurston, 
at his dwell! tig-h(»use, to enquire of his success. Thurston gave me to under* 
8tand, that he had been two hundred miles, and that he had accomplished hitr 
object, and that he had a tedious journey, and with the help of two or three 
horses, he had performed this joorney. T then asked him how be made out 
with Doct. Dewey, and how the report of the dissecting business was. He 
said that it is without any foundation, not even the shadow — and not so 
much as there was about bis stealing the shingles; for, said Thurston, there 
was some shadow of a foundation for that. This was I believe in the month 
of December, 1818. Ami further say not. 

DANIEL ANNABLE. 

Manchester^ March 15, 18t3. 
The above named Daniel Annahle^ personally appeared before me^ 
and was sivomto the truth of the foregoing deposition^ by him sub- 
scribed. 

DAVID COLBY, Justice of the Peace. 

The reader Mrill see that Thurston tells Mr. Annable there 
was some foundation for the story respecting his stealing the 
shingles, notwithstanding he prosecutes me with all the energy 
that it is possible to conceive of for the manner which I constru- 
ed the business. I ask, did not Thurston bring this action against 
roe, knowing that I had committed myself in the law, in respect 
to his obtaining the shingles, and knowing that he should recover 
the cost at least, and of course, the public would he led to suppose 
him innocent of every charge that the secederd had against him. 
Look at all his threaU to Girdler, and all his serpentine manoeu- 
vcring with that false letter, pretended to have been received 
from Dewey ; then judge of his intentions. 

The character of Thurston is portrayed in Girdler's testimony, 
and Burgess' and burnham's, as large as life. There you see him 
to Burnhara, endeavoring to get Burnham to give him a false state- 
ment, and to swear to the sime in love, as burnham says. You 
*ee him requesting Dr. Dewey to give him a false statement, as 
in Dt^wey's dei»osilion. Burgess says he made false statements to 
him. Girdler says be made false statements to him. This is the 
mm that says in his memorial to the council, his only ambitioQ 
was t > preserve the afifect ions of his flock. 

Reier to the memorial* 
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I REUBEN B. MUSSEY, of Hanover, in the county of Graftoo, 
and State of New Hampshire, of lawful age, do testify and say, that in the 
year 1818, early I believe in the summer, in conversation with Doctor John 
Dewey, of Lancaster, in this state. I stated to him Dr. SewalPs difficul- 
ties at Ipswich, and the strong part that the Rev. Mr. Crowell of that plac^ 
and the Rev. Mr. Thurston, of Manchester had taken against Doctor Sew- 
all. That on hearing this Doctor Dewey expressed much surprize that Mr* 
7'hurstou should have so far changed his views, since he, said Dewey, was at 
Manchester, with a view to establish himself there in the practice of his pro- 
fession. That he, said Thurston, in a conversation with said Dewey, offers 
ed, among other inducements for him to remain in Manchester, the facility 
of procuring subjects, and of prosecuting private dissections there. 

I further testify and say, that in tb; autumn of the same year, 1818, (I be- 
lieve it to have been in the month of October) Dr. Dewey, in a conversation 
I then had with him, confirmed the above statement ; but expressed an un- 
willingness to give an affidavit of it, from motives, as he told me, of regard 
to Mr. Thurston's character, and gratitude for kindness shewn him (said 
Dewey) by said Thurston. 

Q,uestion by Tyler Parsons. 

Did you ever put into the hands of Doctor Thamas Sewall, of Ipswich, 
any demand you had against Doctor DaTid A. Grosvenor, of Manchester, 
fur collection? 

Answer by deponent — I did ; a note for fifty dollars signed to me by said 
Grosvenor. And further saith not. REUBEN D. MUSSET. 

State OF New Hampshire. — Graftox, ss. 
On the fifteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord eighteen fatindred 
and twenty, the aforesaid deponent was examined, and cautioned and sworn, 
agreeably to law, to the deposition aforesaid, by him subscribed, taken at the 
request of Tyler Parsons of Manchester, in the county of Essex, in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, merchant, and to be used in an action of 
trespass, on the case now pending between James J hurston of Manchester 
aforesaid, clerk, plaintiff, and the aforesaid Tyler Parsons defendant, before 
the Justices of the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, to be holden in the coun- 
ty of Essex, and for the county of Essex and Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, on the third Monday of xViarch instant, the adverse party living more 
than twenty miles from the place of caption, was not notified, the said depo- 
nent living more than thirty miles from the place of trial, is the cause of tak* 
iHg this deposition. BENJ. T. GILBERT, Just, of Peace. 

Essex, ss. C. C. C, P. March 7, 1820. 
Opened in Court, and filed. 
AitesU IcHABOD Tucker, Chrk. 

Fees and Expenses for taking this Deposition^ vis. 

Writing and caption, - - - - i 00 

Subpoena and summoning, &cJ - . . 50 

Deponent's attendance, &c. . , • 40 

$1 90 

The reader will notice a question to Mussey by me respecting 
a note of fifty dollars, being irreval«*nt to the deposition — the rea- 
son of my asking that question — Thurston, you will remember, had 
stated to Mjy. Burley Smith, that Dr. Grosvenor had cheatfd Dr. 
JMussey out of Ibis money, which is a false statement by Thurston. 
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Doct. Groffrenor has an affidavit from Dr. Sewall, certifying thai 
he received the money of Grosvenor — I have seen it. G ros venor 
being absent from this town now, or I should have produced his af- 
fidavit to this effect. Here you see Mnssey testifies to the truth 
of what Dr. Dewey told him respecting the couversalibn that Mr; 
Thurston had with Dr. Dewey at Manchester, in the year 1815, 
about dissection. If Thurston had not been guilty of this advice, 
would he not have long since called on Df. Dewey by the law ? 
has he not every opportunity— has net Dr. Mussey wrilten to that 
efifect, and testified to the same ? 1 presume you will say that Mr. 
Thurston does not dare to bring up Dewey for telling the truth, 
although there was probably na one ta hear the conversation be* 
tween them. Look at the letter sent Dewey by Thurston, dated 
Jan. I4th, 1819^there you see Thurston wants Dewey to give 
him an honorable Utter. He then tells him if he does u^t give hion 
such a letter, painful consequences will ensue^ iic^-'kear the threats. 
Dewey, finding that Thurston begins to ihreateu him, he lets 
Thurston all alone— -he does not write him at all. It seems that 
Thurston had already written him to give a false staienutU — this 
Dewey discloses to him, in order to shew Thurston where he stofids 
In relation to the whole transaUion. 

■You will see in Thurston's letter to Dewey, dated January 14» 
1819, then he says to Dewey that there's a town meeting go'tog 
an in consequence of the difficulties arising entirely from this 
source. I ask, is not this a false statement by Thurston. When 
he appeared at the town meeting, lOth Jan. & 1 5th Feb. was not 
this charge the last charge he produced? and further, doe^ it net 
appear from his own statement, that Thurston produced the t>YO- 
first chaiges, I5th of Feb. 1819, against himself for the express^ 
purpose of preventing the above charge of dissection and other 
charges coming ta public view. 

I presume to say, if we had copies of all the letters that Thurston 
has written Dr. Dewey, we should be able ta explain the wholo, 
matter why Thurston has not long since prosecuted Doct. Dewey 
erven for telling the truth. 

The reader is requested to read Dewey's depositions carefully .^ 

I JOHN DEWEY, of Lancaster, in the coanty of Coos, and State of 
Kew Hampshire, physician and Furgeon, of lawfbl age, do testify and say, 
that I was at Manchester, in the county of Essex and Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, about the lattf r part of November, 1815, and there had let* 
ters of introduction to a Capt. Burgess and others of said^ ^laiichester, and 
there saw and conversed with the Rev. James Thurston, then the minister of 
said Manchester ; but do not now, after a lapse of four years, recollect de- 
sultory conversation occurring at that time, any account or relation of any 
such conversation that I have made to anj person or persons,! believe to hav& 
been consistent with the strictest regard to truth ; and that I have never ia 
any conversation, or at any time been disposed to injure the said Mr. i'hurs-^ 
ton. I have not written the Kev. Mr. Thurston any letter, or fonvarded tOc 
him any letter; neither do I recollect to have made any verbal communica* 
tion to him, or seen him. Neither have 1 any reason to believe that he bav 
Jbeen in this part of the country since the close of the year 1817. i have an 
impression that the said Rev. Mr. ihurston did know that there was some 
probability of my ^oiujg to Manchester before I went there, and thut he had 
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^90iDe agency in relation to my going there, alttough he has by letter requeA* 
«d me to give a certificate or statement to the contrary, or requested me 
to certify to what I think he muiit have known to be false. Tet it is 
possible that this my impression may be an incorrect one. I did not, howev- 
er, receive any letters from Mr. I'hurston, previous to going to Manchester* 
ami I never was there at^iny time, except in the foil of 1815. 

Lancaster, March Idth, 1820. JOHN DEWEY. 

Q,aest. by Tyler Parsons. 1>octor Dewey, have you ever written Mr. 
-James Thurston on the subject of dissection, since yon was at Manchester, by 
i/vay of denying or confessing what you said to Doctor Reuben D. Mustey at 
Baoover, or an}^ where else on that subject ? 

Ans. by Deponent. I have not written any letter or letters to Mr. James 
Thurston since the close of the year eighteen hundred and seventeen. 

bluest, by Tyler Parsons. Then you say if Mr. Thurston has got a letter 
by mail or otherwise, purporting as coning from you, and directed to him^ 
since the year eighteen hundred and seventeen, St is false : and if your name 
is to it, it was written by some one else, and is forgery. 

Ans. by Deponent. I have not written, neit!hercan Mr Thurston have re* 
ceived from nte any such letter since the year ei^teen hundred and seven- 
teen, neither have £ signed any such letter. 

Lancaster^ March IS/ft, 1820. " JOHN DEWEY. 

State of Nbw Hampshirb, Coos, ss. 
On the thirteenth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
«ight hundred and twenty, personally appeared before me (at Lancaiter, in 
«aid county of Coos) Samuel A. Faavson, a Public Notary, within and 
throughout the State of New Hampshire aforesaid, duly appointed, commis- 
^sioned and r worn, the aforesaid John Dewey, and after being carefully ex- 
amined and cautioned to testify the truth, the whoit truth, and nothing but 
4be truth, made solemn oath that the aforesaid deposition by him subscribed, 
contains the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the tmth, relative to the 
cause or subject matter for wh'ida it is taken ; taken at the request of Tyler 
Parsons, of Manchester, in the comity of Essex, and Ck)mmonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts, merchant, to be used in an action of blander or plea of the case, 
now pending between James Thurston of said Manchester, clerk, plaintiff, 
«nd the said Tyler Parsons defendant, and to be tried before the Justices of 
the Circuit Court of Common Pleas for the middle district, for the counties of 
"Esseji and Middlesex, to be holden at Ipswich in the taid county of Essex, 
on the third M onday of M arch instant. The adverse party living more than 
twenty miles from the place of caption, was not notified, and did not attend ; 
the said deponent living more than thirty miles from the place of trial, is the 
cause of taking this deposition. 8AMUEL PEARSON, Notary Public. 

Eutx, it. C. €. P. March Tt,rm, 18Slp; 
Opened in Court, and filed. 
Attest IcHAnoD Tucker, dtrk. 

Fees and Expences of taking ihis DeposUion, t)is. 
Notifying deponent, .--•-- 'TT 

Deponent's fees, . . • - ^ - 5fr 

Notary's fees, *--**i.l67 

$S 00 
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I JOHN DEWEY, of Lancaster. New Harapsliirp, of InwfuJ n^f*, i1i» 
testify aud say, that in November or December, 1815, I was at MaDchesier, 
ID the county of Essex and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, at that linio, 
(which is the only time that I everw::8in said Manchester) became acquaint- 
ed with tiie Kev. James Thurston, then the minister of said Manciiester ; and 
that 1 do not now recollect of any improper, unjustiiiabie or censiirable con- 
versation of the said Mr. I harston. 1 believe that I never t^aw the jsuid M v. 
Thurston at any time oi place, and I have not, as I recollect, made tt>, or re- 
ceived from him, any verbal communication, or forwarded any letter to him 
tioce 1817— and further 1 say not. JOHN DEWEY. 

Q,uesU by 1 yicr Parsons. Did the Kev. James Thurston know of your in- 
tentions to settle at said Manchester as a physician, some time in the 
year 1815 ? 

Ans. Yes, he did. When at Manchester in said November or December, 
Icalled upon him and informed him that I had been advised to settle in 
that place. 

Quest, by same. Did the said i hurstou recommend that town to you as a 
ftivorable place for you to settle in the line of your profession ? 

Ans. While I was at MancheHer Tmi*. T. expressed a wish that I would 
continue ihere, and a belief that 1 might do well, if I would tarry there. 

Q,uest. by the sauie. Did said Thurston inform you that Doctor Grosvenor 
was about to leave town ? 

Ans. I have no recollection that he ever did. 

duest. by san\^. Did said I burston state to you, or intimate to you that 
said town would be a convenient place to practice dissections, and that sub- 
jects for dissection might be easily obtained there? If any conversation or 
iatimation on the 8ubject,state what it was as respects the .subject of disf^ection. 
Ans. it is now more than four years since I was at Manchester, and no 
particular circumstance then occurred to lead me to treasure up conversa- 
tioB opou subjects of this nature, and I do not now recollect conversation of 
the Uev. Mr. Thurston relative to dissections. It is not improbable that I 
might say something to him upon the subjects His answer, if he made any, 
or his conversation upon the subject, ido not recollect. 

Ctuesi. by same.. Did said Thurston, or did he not, say any thing, or inti- 
mate any thing to you, relative to the subject of dissection ? 

Ans. I do not now recollect any conversation with Mr. ihurston upon 
the subject. 

Q,uest by same. Did jlf r. Thurston say or intimate to you, that subjects 
might be obtained ? 
Ans. If he did, I do not now recollect it 

Cluest. by same. Said Thurston has shewn a letter, purporting to be writ- 
ten by you to him, dated in op about the month of February, 1819, tending 
to exculpate himself from haying any connexion with the dissecting busi- 
ness. Now did you ever write him any such letter ? 

Ans. I have no recollection of ever having written or forwarded any 
such letter to him. 

Quest, by same. Has said Thurston written you a letter or letters, request- 
ing you to make statements, or say something in his favor, which were in- 
correct ? 

Ans. I do not now think of any instance in which 1 know that he has. 
Ctuest. by same. Must the said i hurston have known that certain things 
which he requested you to state or certify in his favor were false ? 
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Aii«. In to Ar as I bow reeollect, I do not know that to be the 

Quest, by same. Has the said Thurston, by appeals to your hopes, feit^, 
f)r affections, endeavored to persuade you to make false statements, in bb far 
vor, for the purpose as he said, of preventing his being dismissed or driven 
from bis people? 

Ans. 1 do not recollect of his having requested me to make any statementt 
tliat £ know to be false. 

Quest, by same. Has the said Thurston informed you that serious codm- 
quenoes vpoulJ result to yon and himself, unless you made false statements In 
his favor? ^ 

Ans. I do not at this time think of any statements that he hai requested 
ne to make, which I know to be false. 

Quests by same. Did said Thurston ever inform you that he was in danger 
of being driven from his people in consequenee of reports, that he coontenan* 
ced the practice of dissection, or to use his own phrase, of ** bartering away 
the dead bodies of his people?'' 

Ans. I think eomething nearly to that amount. 

Quest, by same. Did you relate what said Thurston had laid to you ou tbe 
eubject of dissection to Dr. Reuben D. Mussey of Hanover, at a time when 
the same was fresh in your memory ? 

Ans. I do not recollect any conversation with Dr. MuBsey when Mr. Thun^ 
ton was present. 

Quest, by same. Do you. recollect any conversation with Dr. Museey reltt^ 
five to the same, when Mr. Thurston was not present? 

Ads. Not any for which Mr. Thurston could be answerable. 

Quest, by same. Did whatever you told Dr. Mussey, relating to the diffip 
culties in Manchester with parson Thurston, conform strictly to the truth 
when related to him ? 

Ans. If 1 ever told him any thing about any difficulties at Manchester, I 
have no reason to suppose that I told him any thing that was not etrieily 
true, as I could have no possible inducement to deviate in the least from the 
truth. 

Quest by same. Do you recollect anyiiconversation with Dr. Mussey on the 
subject of said Thurston's conduct towards Dr.Sewall, or with regard to Dr« 
Sewali's difficulties? 

I 

Ans. Not any in which Mr. Thurston took a part. 

Lancaster, N. H, Jpril 20, 1820. JOHN DEWET. 

Deponent's fees, S 1 ^^ 

ESSEX, »s. Sup. Jud. Court, Jlpril Term, A. D. 1820. Opened and filedi^ 
JUiest, ICHA.BOD TucKBR, CUrk. 

In looking carefully over Dewey's testimony, and Doet. Muti 
sey's, together ^itb the letters from Mussey and from Thurston to 
Dewey, gives the reader a full view of the whole business. Tlie 
reason that Doct. Dewey gives for not coming out, and boldly 
testify full to the conversation between him and Thurston, is ow- 
ing to kvidn€8ses received from Tkurstan. What kmtbusaes itete 
these ? Did not Thurston aid him, and had an agency to get Dew- 
ey to Manchester, in 1815 ? And when thertf, did he not do all 
in his power to have him stay there? All attention was paid 
Doct. Dewey from Thurston. Surely, Dewey must feel himself 
under great obligation to Thurston, for all tbe pains he took with 
him, providing Thurston did not deceive him in relation to hii^ 

iO 
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prospects in Manchester. But Doct. Dewey tells Musscy (Ills 
conversation was in con6dence, and is i^iveu as a reason v\hy he 
did not give an affidavit, as I understand liiofi. Dewt^y says, that 
whatever conversation he may have had with any one, (meaning 
as you will see hy his deposition, conversation re8(>ectiug what 
may have passed between James Thurston and him, in relatioa 
to dissections,) was made with a strict regard to the truth. 

Now if you believe Doct. Mussey in his testimony, you then 
will believe that Thurston advised Dewey, as stated in Mussey ^s 
l«tterto Sewall. Then in Dewey's last deposition, you will see 
that Dewey felt disposed to aid iMr. Thurston #11 he possibly 
eotild. Did be not do all in bis power to prevent the truth com- 
ing Out directly from him ? Did he not suppose if he testified full 
Id the point, and that shoald be known abroad. It would be preju- 
dicial to his interest as a physician. This is the reason why this 
i^onversatioQ was in confidence. Id my opinion. And further rea- 
son — as Mr. Thurston had done all in his power to aid Dr. Dew- 
ey — be Dewey says he does not wish to iiigure Mr. Thurston, as 
you will see in Dewey's deposition. The mode ttmt Dewey adop- 
ted in deposing and answering the questions, I believe, will be 
considered as amounting to as much as if be testified to the point. 
If such a deposition was before a jury of enlightened men, I be- 
lieve they would consider it as such. You will see the stress he 
lays on the word know la Italicks; all this diffidence with Duct. 
Dewey, in relation to the conversation of dissection business.— 
After that, you find he testifies to the letter atTtir.yi/// and decided. 
Then he says that he has not written or signed any letter at all to 
James Thurston^ since the j/ear 1817 — neither has he reason to 
believe that Thurston had been in that part of the country — and 
neither has he seen James Thurston since the close of the year 
1817. 1 submit my remarfcs on Doct. Dewey's depositions, to the 
candid reader to judge of the propriety of them for themselves. 

I proceed to remark— Thurston dismissed 17th of June, i8]9. 
The town by their vote 22d of October, voted not to accept the 
doiugs of the council. Thurston finding no money to be obtained 
that way, he then begins to think it ia time to get some, some 
other way — *by the law.' 

I shall now proceed to give some general views of the suit 
brought against me; it will be my object to give you the subject 
matter in as concise a manner as possible, that the reader may be 
able to judge of Thurston's motives aud my own. Sometime in 
the month of February, after his dismission, which brings it 1820, 
Mr. Manfield, Deputy Sheriff et the county of Essex, served a 
i^rit of attachnient on nearly ail my real estate, for the sum of three 
thousand dollars damages, to answer to James Thurston, in a plea 
of the case, &q. to aj>f)ear at Ipswich Court, March, 1820— the 
case was continued to April term; the parties appeared with a 
rjetmue of evidence on both sides. At that court, the day before 
trial came on, the council entered into the arrangement of settling 
the thing before a reference. The referees were accordingly 
agreed on by council, viz: Artemas Ward, and Lemuel Shaw, 
Esq'rs. of Boston, Samuel Hoar, Esq. of Concord, Mass. taken out 
of Court, and to come before these gentlemen. The referees ac- 
cordingly gave me notice of the time and place of setting, which 
was in Salem in the month of June, 1820. The parties then and 
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there appeared with I heir evidence. On the part of the plain tifiTa 
large number of evidences were summoned, to testify to what t 
should always have been ready to aclcnowledge — and some others 
testified to that which was never said or done to my knowledge 
or belief The Cowt having organized themselves, (council for 
the plaintifiT, Daniel Webster, Esq. of Boston, Leverett Salton- 
stnll, Esq. of Salem;) for the defendant, (William Prescott, Esq,, 
of Boston, David Cummins, and Benjamin R. Nichols, Esq. of 
Salem ;) the Writ (read by Mr. Saltonstall,) alleged, I believe, 
eight counts; all relating to lying and stealing: — having reference 
to the plantifif's stealing a bundle ofshingles from the school-house 
in Manchester. Further — I believe the writ alleged that the de- 
fendant had instituted a mock triat on the plaintiGT, ^c. at a public 
house in Manchester. The charge relied on was stealing. The 
writ as I understood il, claimed special damages as tlie Minister 
of Manchester. Mr. Saltonstall opened the cause in behalf of his 
client, with such remarks as he chose. The defence was opened 
by Mr. Cummins, in that way which was calculated to show a just 
defence, providing the laws would adroit in this case of such a 
Fuie. The evidence was then called in support of the writ. 

1st count in the writ. Thurston is a thief and a liar, and I can 
prove it ; he stole a bundle of shingles, and is a liar for denying it^ 

2d. Thurston is a thief and a liar; let him say that about me 
and I would take him up for it. He stole that bundle ofshingles, 
and if he had done such a trick ior Boston, he would have been 
taken up for it very quick. 

3d. 'I'hurston is a thief and a liar; he stole a bnndle of s^ii> 
gles, and is a liar for denying it. 

4th. Thurston is a thief, and I can maintain what I say. 

6tb. Thurston is a thief. 

Gth. Thurston is a thief and a liar; and we are going to try 
the Rev. Mr. Thurston again as a thief and a liar. 

7th. He has taken up the business of thieving and lying; it is 
time to dismiss a minister when be has taken up this business. 

8th. Thurston is a thief. 

I will here remark, that this suit is brought by Thurston, a roin- 
bter of the gosfiel, (as he pretended to be,) and brought without 
ever saying one word to mo in his life respecting any injuries sus- 
tained by me whatever. 1 make this remark here, because that f 
have heard that Thurston should say he had tried every way for 
redress, but could not get any of me. 

The first I knew of Thurston in relation to the shingle business^ 
he attached about all my real estate. His attorney did not even 
request me to attend to any thing of the kind, as is usual for gen- 
tlemen to do. To proceed, this suit was brought when ttfere wai| 
much heat and ill will got up in Manchester, as you will see by 
the meetings. Therefore it called into act!on on< the part of the 
plaintiff, as I shall be able to show you ; a list of the characters in 
supjjort of his writ. 

Sargent Burnham, master builder of the school-house, from 
which Thurston obtained the shingles. Williaos Perl, Lymao 
Berry, he lived at a tavern as a seVvant, to take care of the hor- 
ses, at Che time that the committee for the school-house set at the 
tavern to close their accounts ; virhat is called in the writ, a nM>ck. 
hriai of Thurston. Zaecheus Goldsttiidi— 8 Btr. Bro^A of Amis-' 



borjr, then at work at Manchester, when he heard the words of hit 
testimonj spoken by the dfTendant. A Mr. Brown of Dorches- 
ter — passing through Manchester and heani certain wonis spoken 
as he says by defendant. Ephraini Cloutman, a man from Salem 
poor-house. 

On the stand — Mr. Sars^ent Burnham testified that the defend- 
ant sent hiin to Mr. Thurston, to tell him to bring the shinglea 
back that he had got from the school-house. Mr. Parsons said 
that he considered nothing more than theft — (or the particular cii*- 
cumstances that led me to say to Burnham, as tclsti&ed ; which 
was, 1 believe, true ; you will see in Burnham^s affidavit annexed. 
1 will here remark, that Mr. Buraham being Thurston's evi- 
dence, i was cautions asking many quesfions^ — therefore he went 
oflTlhe staad whhont stating the whole truth. He does not tell us 
80 directly as be does in his affidavit, that Thurston came to him 
^^r the purpose of getting him to swear falsely, as Burnham says 
in his depf >sition The reoson Mr. Burnham assigns for not sta- 
ting it in court is, that he expected the question wouhl be asked 
^ him. I refer you to Bdrnham's affidavit to show how If should stand. 
William Pert^s testimony was, that he heard Mr. Parsons say 
that Thurston was a thief and a liar; or in other words, we are 
going to try James Thurston again for a thief and a liar ; he heard 
thfse words spoken at the tavern, the evening the committee was 
there, &c. as he (Pert) said. Further— said Pert stated, that at 
^Boston at Petis Si Hamilton's tavern, he heard Mr. Parsons say 
that Thurston was a thief generally, no qualification. These two^ 
counts if 1 recollect, is Pert's testimony. Now let the candid 
reader examine the circumstances, and the reqptation that appears 
to be attached to what Pert generally says, and then judge. Yoa 
will recollect that Pert makes one fourth of all the writ : and fur- 
ther, that what he says is not qualified at all in relation to taking 
of shingles, or any thing else in particular. Pert on being cross* 
examined, said that he was not in the tavern at that time, but un- 
der the side of the house. Now see what is brought to show that 
bis first testimony in the first count was false; and for the last, I 
ask the reader to judge whether it is likely to be true. 
^ John Perry Allen testifies, (hat on the 24th day of May last, on 

^ board the sloop Dove, of Manchester^ in presence of Jonathan 

Bassam, the master of the sloop, Capt. John Lee, and William 
Pert, being present, and was speaking of a certain man getting a 
recommendation from the selectmen of a town, in a certain case» 
which was of great service to him. Capt. Hassam then replied to 
Pert, you could not get a recommendation of the selectmen when 
you .wanted it. No, said Pert, I went to Parsons, (meaning the 
defendant,) he being one of the selectmen at that time, and he 
woald not give it to me. Damn him, said Pert, 1 would lose a 
voynge or stay at home three weeks, for the purpose of giving a 
deposition against him. Haslam then replied to Pert, did you 
think you shonld ever have an opr>ortunity of revenge against 
Parsons at the time he refused to give you a recommendation ? 
« Ko, said Pert. Hassam replied, did you mean to embrace it, if 

you did ? Yes, by God 1 do, said Pert. Here you see his malice 
and intentions. 
^ Capt. Samuel M. Williams testified, that in conversation with 

\ t^ttf ia bis 8tore> some time after the evenli^ the commitlee met 
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at the tavern, Pert asked him what was going on at the tavetn 
that evening, and what was said about Thurston. Williams re- 
|ilieri to Pert, were you not there ? No, said Pert, I was listening 
under the windows outside* aad heard a good deal of noise; but 
the \uiid hlowed so hard I could not tell what was said. 

I will now state to you the particulars respecting the recom- 
mendation that Pert alluded to, when conversing with Haesam on 
board the sloop. Some time in the year of 1817, 1 believe it to 
have been in the middle of July, William Pert applied to the se- 
lectmen of Manchester, Maj. Israel Foster, Henry Lee, and my- 
self, seleotmen, for the purpose of certifying to a court of the Uni- 
ted States, that we did believe William Pert to be a man of truth, 
and that he hail never violated the laws of the country, &c. — He 
had the certificate all written, as he told me, by his lawyer in 
Boston ; he shew it to me, and wished me to sign it. He further 
stated to me, that his lawyer requested him to get a certificate 
from the minister of the place. 1 then asked him if he had got 
one. He said he had, and shew me one signed by James Thurs- 
ton. 

He further stated to me, that he had been to Foster and Lee, 
and that they sent him to me, saying to him, if I would sign a cer- 
tificate of that kind, they would He further stated, that he was . 
prosecuted for a supposed violation of the laws, in regard to some 
coffee taken out of his vessel in quarantine ground; and that he 
waa^so situated in the business, that a certificate of that kind, would 
probably acquit him. I told him that I could not do it, but could 
say that others said he was a man of truth — having reference to 
Thurston^s giving him a certificate; he tried that — his lawyer, 
(as he Pert said,) sent him the second time, and we refused sign- 
ing such a certificate at all for Port; as we could not in answer 
to our own consciences or our country ; as we did not believe him 
to be a man that does regard the truth — and further, we did then 
believe he had violated the laws of the country, in relation to the 
coffee business. 

The reader will now judge of the truth of Pert's testimony — 
you will first discover his wishes to baVe an opportunity ; he there 
can without any hesitation, take the name of God to witness his 
wicked intentions. In the 2d place, you see that he must be 
false either to Williams or to the Court. 3d, which of these is: 
]}robable that which can do me the most injury ? The last of course, 
is a man generally considered to be a man of truth, strictly so, 
when he cannot obtain a certificate of the town officers, to certify 
only to the best of their knowledge and belief, that be bears this 
character. Thus far Pert's testimony and l^marks. 

Lyman Berry's testimony you will recollect ; he lived at 
the tavern. He stated that when he lived at the tavern, he heard 
Mr. Parsons call Mr. Thurston a thief a thousand times ; this was 
about the amount of bis testimony. ^ Look at his testimony and at 
his character ; he there says a thousand times. He does not tell 
when and why ^ nothing but he heard Mr. Parsons say that Thurs- 
ton is a thief a thousand times. This same Lyman Berry, when 
living in the family that kept this tavern, he went abroad and be- 
lied his mistress ; and when called on, he acknowledged that he 
had done so, knowing it to be false, and signed a certificate to 
that effect 
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(CERTIFICATE.] Mdndusier, January ftSth, lSf», 

Know ail men by these Presents, that I, liyinao Berry, of Manchester, iff 

t|ie County of Essex, testify and say, that I have reported unfavorable 

things against Hannah, the wife of Benjamin Thompson, that has been inju- 

. rious to Tier moral character, and without any reason for said reports. I 

further testify that Mrs. Tliompson has always treated me well. 

LYMAN BERRY. 
uiltest, Datid Colbt. The above is a true copy. 

Sigiudy Hxvsixn Tboxpson.^ 
Boston, April ^Ih, 1823. 

I will here remark, th«t I was unacquainted with the character 
of Lyman Berry, at the time he ^ave his evidence in court. Had 
Ills character been fully known at that time, his evidence could 
have had no weight. To the best of my knowledge and belief, 
his evidence was false 

Znccheus Goldsmith's deposition! next refer you to. He proves^ 
one count in the writ. 1 believe his testimony Wd9 given to the 
liest of his knowledge. 

I ZACCHEUS GOLDSMITH, of Manchester, in the county of Es- 
fcx and Commoaweahh of Massachusetts, mariner, of lawful age, depose 
and say^ that about the last of May labt, I Was ai work upon a vessel i& - 
Manchester, at the town landing, so cHlled — Mr. Parsons and a nutuUer of 
other gentlemen Wi^re present ; I heard tliem talking about a bundle of 
(]l!iingleg, Mr. I'hnrston was safd to have taken from the school house. Iliey 
bad got pretty much through with their talking, when Mr. Parsons steppecl 
(Ki to tlic stick of timber that I was hewing, and sahl, *^ at a«iy rate, he is a 
thief and a liar — let him say that about me, and I'll take him up for it pretty 
quick.*' lie said, **If be had done such a trick in Boston, he would have been 
taken up for it very ^uick." That was all I heard, and the company went off. 

Question by Rev. James Thurston. Were the declarations you have men* 
tioned, concerning Mr. Thurston ? 

Ans. They w«re talking about Mr. Thurston before Mr. Parsons Ftept 
' on to the timber. I heard Mr. Thurston's name mentioned! two or three 
times : but Mr. Parsons did not make use of Mr. Thurston's name, when he» 
made the declarations above stated. 

(atuest. by same. Have you heard Mr. Parsons use similar language con* 
ceroing Mr. Thurston at other times ? 

Ans. iVo. I have heard Mr. Parsons and other gentlemen talking about 

]Mr. Thurston, and have heard a word or two, but nothing that I can recol* 

feet. When Mr. Parsons made the declaration to wbnch I have testified, I 

thought he meant what took place in relation to the bundle of shingles — thi» 

^ was my understanding at the time. 

Q,uest. by Fyler Parsons. Did you hear Mr. Parsons say Mr. Thurston wa» 
s thief and a liar? 

Ans. I did not hear him say ** Mr. Thurston" — ^I did not liear him calf any 
. Itody by name at that time. 

Ctuest. by same Did Mr. Parsons make use of Mr. Thurston's name at all 
iu that conversation ? 

Ans. I could not say that he did — I heard' his name mentioned, but I know 
Bot who it was that mentioned it. 

€tuest. by same. Had the affair of the shingles any weight on your mind ia 
relation i^ the dismission of >] r. Thurston from the Parish ? 

Ans. [ do not know that I can say that it bad. any weight, or not. I tho't 
Init little about the matter — I did not think any the worse of Mr. Thurston.oa 
account of the shingles, nor any better. 
^ <^uest. by same. Did you belong to Thurston's society 'till he was dis- 

missed ? 
, Ans. Yes. 

Ctuest by same. "Do you know what the cause of Mr. Thurston's dismission 
'was? 

Ans. No, I do not. 

(Signeil) ZACCHEU8 GOLDSMITH. 

Mmuhttter^ May 29, 1820. 
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A Mr. Brdwn of Amesbury Btated in subsfanec, ag Mr. Zac- 
eheus Goldsmith, he being to work on the same vessel, I believe, 
and I (hiuk it probable he was actuated with proper motives '^to 
tesrify (o the truth." A Mr. Brown, of Dorchester, testified, if I 
unilerstood him right, that he was passing through Manchester oa 
bis way to or from Gloncester, that he made some enquiries of 
the bar keeper in the tavern, what they were doing with Mr. 
Thiirsion. He said that there was a man there who replied we 
have been trying him for lying and stealing ; and when asked 
whether he knew Mr. Parsons, he replied that he took me to be 
the person. Thus far Mr. Brown. As it respects the testimony, 
1 cannot tell any thing about it. I have not the most distant 
knowledge of ever seeing Mr. Brown before in my life ; therefore 
it is not in my power to judge of his evidence. Those that are 
acquainted with the man intimately, will be likely to be the best 
judi^es. To the best of my minutes, the above is the evidence 
without any qualification whatever. 

The next evidence to prove the writ by, as it respects the 
words, is Ephraim Cloutman, of Balem ; he said that he was 
comins; from Boston in the stage in company with Mr. Parsons, 
and in conversation with some one respecting Thurston, he heard 
me say that Thurston had taken up the business of thieving and 
lying, and that it was time to dismiss a minister when he bad 
taken up this business. What occasioned this conversation, and 
to whom, he does not have any knowledge. He seems to know 
precisely enough to make up one count in the writ. As he is a 
stranger to me, as 1 have not any knowledge of ever seeing the 
man before or since, neither do 1 recollect ever seeing him in a 
carriage, as he says. The character of this man is best known, I 
presume, to the church he formerly belonged to, and now stands 
excommunicated, and did then at the time he gave testimony, as 
I have since been informed. I believe him to be a worthless 
drbiking character. 1 refer his testimony for the truth of it to 
those that are best acquamted with him. 1 will here remark, if 
the ttstimony of William Pert, Lyman Berry, and Ephralm 
Cloutman is to be believed, the writ is pretty well proved as it 
resjiecta the words. 

The evidtnice on the part of the defendant was sworn, to shew 
the general character of Thurston. Capt. William Allen was 
called ; he stated that Mr. Thurston was considered a bad man in 
ManchestfT, in his dis[>o8ition imprudent, and had slandered the 
inhabitants of Manchester; and further, he believed that Thurston 
would lie when it suited his interest, and that Thurston had done 
x^iore mischief in Manchester, and had beea the means of more 
disturbance, than any man whatever in the world; and that the 
taking ofihe shingles had no wefght on the minds of the people at 
Manchester in relation to the dismissal of Thurston from Man- 
chester. Thus much for Capt. Allen's evidence. This evidence 
you will recollect was one that never left the society. 

Capt. Samuel M. Williams stated, that be considered Thurs* 
ton to be a bad man, and that he had boarded some time with 
him. On being asked, if any others in Manchester excepting 
those that seceded had the same opinion — he answered he believ^ 
ed many others. On being asked what particular acts he was guilt j 
of which constitated his oharacter bad;^ if it was thie^ or £[ntM 
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ard ; answer, not (hat he knew ; but thai he wns a baS man genf>Y> 
ally, in the habit of slauclering his church menibers, and the inhal^ 
itanta of Manchester, and did not \wy a due respect to the truth. 
There was a cloud of evidrnco produced of the same in amount 
as the above, all tending to show that Thurston wns a bad man, 
and was not suitable to fill the place of a preacher, Hud had be* 
haved so in Manchester. Ton will remember that the rule thnt 
this action took, we were not allowed to prove any thing irrela- 
vent to the case of (h«ft ; so of course we bad the same in sub- 
stance in all the testimony that testified to his general character. 
The testimony of Capt. John All»*n, of Capt. Abiel Burgess, of 
Capt. Richard Allen, all was of the same complexion. The a- 
motmt of it was, that Thurston is not to be believed for his having 
prevaricated with them in so many instauces ; and had conducted 
with the town in relation to. the meetin^rs he called, and .the mode 
he had taken to evade the truth. The circumstances attending 
the charges against Thurston, gave his character, in our opinion, 
this index, as not being a man of truth, Hn(\ that we had no con- 
fidence in him as a miaiater of the gospel — and that he had creat- 
ed much disturbance in the town, &c. 

The reader will recollect, that on the part of the defence, we 
are not permitted to state any thing but what has a bearing to the 

;^ action pending, of course here is where the failure took place. 

^. The Rev. Mr. Dana was called and enquired of by the defend- 

:^ ant's counsel if he did not know of the plaintiff sustaining the 

character that the evidence for the defendant had stated ? He 
said be did not know so much before this tiqie or this day ,^ as I 

'■ understood him. He was then enquired of if he wns not on the 

I council that dismissed Thurston ? He said, yes. Did you not re- 

ceive a written statement from the seceders, as scribe of the coun- 

. cil, purporting that Thurston was a bad character, as the evidence 

for the defendant had stated ? Mr. Dana then produced the. paper ; 
you will see, by looking to the papers submitted to the council vn 

^'' the 2d of June by the seceders, viz. the accusation brought a- 

gainst Thurston the 15th of February, 1819, as testified ffy SaMh 
at that time. This was the paper produced by Mr. Dana to the 
Court. This paper was read by the defendant's council. You 
will see the amount of the charge of slander in that pa|>er. The 
evidence was then called up to support the mock trial aliedged in 
the writ. 

Ist. Sargent Burnham said that in the winter of 1818, he was 
called to the tavern in Manchester, to give an account of what 
stuff he had delivered from the school house. As t was the master 
workman of said house, and thut the committee, Mr. Tyler Par- 
sons, Dea. D. L. Bingham, Capt. x\biel Burgess, Major Burley 
tdmith, and Capt. John Knight, was the committee, all present 
except Knight. When i got to the tavern, they were enquiring 
about a bundle of siiingles that Mr. TJburslon had received of me, 
as they said. Capt. Burgess there said that Mr. Thurston told 
him, that 1 said to Thurston that 1 was authorized to sell the 
shingles. 1 then declared if Thurston told him so, that Thurston 
was a liar. There was much said about the business of Thurston's 
getting the shingles, i then told the committee that Thurston 
came to me, and enquired if there was any shingles left, that was 
purchased for the house ? 1 told him yes. Thurston then asked 
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mf* if he coufcl have tliem ? I told him, I had no douht but he 
^iihl by seeing (he coramilfee about them ; and the next day 
Thurston sent Jhe boy for them, and that I delivered them* sup- 
posing that Thurston had seen the committee about them ; and 
that 1 bad since seen Mr. Thurston and made some enquiries of 
hire about bis seeing the committee, and Thurston then told me, 
that he had settled for them, and that I need not trouble myself 
any more about4t. The committee appeared to be put out about 
Thurston's lying; about the shingles. I <to not rememlier all that 
VTBs said at that time. I soon came off about 9 o'clock in the 
evening. The foregoing is to the best of my recollection, the sub- 
stance of Mr. Burnhara's evidence. 

Dea. D. L. Bing^ham, Capt. Abial Burgess, Maj Burley Smith, 
aiHl Capt. Sam'l. M. Williams was called to show the fact how they 
came there,and for what purposes. I will here remark in adverting to 
ihe testimony of one of these evidences, you have the whole of them 
In substance. Here you will see all this great mock trial in Man- 
chester. Dea. D. L. Bingham on the stand said, ** that in the 
yearofl818, 1 believe to have been in the winter, myself and 
Mr. Powers, Capt. Burgess and Major Smith, were met at the 
tavern in Manchester for the purpose of closing our school house 
account, as ^e had been building a new house in the middle and 
town district, and that we were a committee together with Capt. 
John Knight, t6 superintend the same, and that Sargent Burnham 
w»s the master workman, and the man which undertook to do 
that business, tbe biiilding of the house, and was present at that 
time, and that Capt. Knight was absent. On examining the ac- 
counts that Mr. Parsons produced, as he, .Mr. Parsons, was the 
principal controller in all the business, we found that Mr. Sargent 
Burnham had given Mr. Parsons the account of all the stuff, that 
he had delivered to every one, exceptf the account of some shin- 
gles that he had delivered to Mr. Thurston. We then enquired 
of each other if Mr. Thurston had applied to any of the commit'- 
tee for the shingles, and found that he had not. Capt. Burgpss 
then said ttK\t Thurston called on him after he had got these shin- 
gles, and told him that he had seen Capt. Knight's wife about 
them, and that Mr. Sargent Burnham told him when he applied 
for them, that he (Burnham) said, that he was authorized to sell 
tht m. Mr. Burnham then denied it, and said if Mr. Thurston 
says so, he is a liar. We then appointed Capt. Samuel M. Wil- 
liams, (he being present, chairman,) and began to examine the cir- 
cumstances, and found that Mr. Thurston had got the shingles 
without leave of the committee. And further, it was stated as tbe 
opinion of the committee, that Mr. Thurston had made false state- 
ments, both to Mr. Burnham, where he said he had settled for 
them, and to Capt. Burgess, where he said that Mr. Burnham told 
him that he was authorized to sell them. There was much said 
about the business by the committee. 1 have the impression that 
Major Smith and Mr. Parsons made some general remarks about 
the taking of any thing in such a manner as appeared Mr. Thurs- 
ton had in taking tbe shingles. When asked if Mr. Parsons did not 
declare Thurston a thief at that time,— answer, he (Mr. Parsons,) 
said if Mr. Thurston should have got a piece of goods in Comhiil 
in Boston, or either of us in such a manner, we should be appre- 
hended as a thief in bis opinion. And if Mr. Thurston's characr^ 
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ter was that of a noted thief, he (Tbureton) would have been con- 
sidered a thief in this case, in his opinion. Bingham further sta- 
ted that (he committee did not think Mr. Thurston intended (o 
steal the shingle4», but did obtain them in the manner he did, by 
way of contempt on the committee ; he not being on speaking 
terms, and not pleased with the school- house being on parsonage 
land ; as he (Thurston) had refused to sign the deed in exchange 

* of land. 

y I have here given you the whole in substance, of all the evi> 

dence in Bingham's testimony, and of the testimony of Burgess, 
8mith, Williams, and Biirnham, on this mock trial. The reader 

^ will examine the affidavit of Burnham annexed. Look at all the 

* circumstances, and then decide whether 1 did repair to that tav- 
ern for the purpose of instituting a mock trial on James Thorston 
or not. And when there, under such circumstances as I was pla- 
ced, wheiher the remarks drawn against Thurston respecting hi? 
takins; the shingles, were not just ; and whether it does not appear 
that Thurston bad made false statements about the shingles, both 

/ to Mr. Burnham and Capt. Burgess— -as you will see the proof by 

looking at their depositions annexed. I submit this part of the 
business with great candor, with this belief, that the reader will 
make proper allowance for strong expressions ; and at the same 
H time will see they were qualified, providing Thurston's char- 

acter was that of a thief before, 1 then said, and do now say, that 
I never intended to publish James Thurston as a thief, but did in- 
tend to say that James Thurston had obtained a bundle of shin- 
gles from the school-house, in an ungentleman-like and unchris- 
tian-like manner ; and had made false statements in relation to 
the shingles, both to Burnham and Burgess ; and if his character 
had been that of a noted thievish character, 1 should have con- 
sidered him a thief in his taking this bundle of shingles in the 
manner he did : and that is all 1 intended to convey to any one, 
much of the evidence to the contrary notwithstanding. 

1 would remind the reader there was much excitement at this 

trial. Those that are acquainted with these kind of trials, will 

have to meet with evidence, (as was told to me by a celebrated 

counsellor,) ''as coming from the dead ^ Look at Mr. Burnham's 

Itt^ testimony annexed ; there he tells you in so many words, (hat 

Thurston brings a false paper all written for him to sign, and there 
tells Burnham if he will do that, it shall not hurt him. 

What man is safe lu community with such a proceeding as this. 
But Mr. Burnham is a man of too much truth tu yield to such a 
base and malicious transaction, as to give a false statement as 
Thurston requested him to do; he said to Thurston he would not 
do it, for it was not true. This is not the first instance, I believe, 
of Thurston's endeavouring to get false testimony. Look at Doct. 
Dewey's statement; he there says that Mr. Thurston has reques- 
ted him by letter, to give him a statement or certificate^ such an 
one as he {Thurston) must know to be false. 

To proceed with the evidence— Major Henry Story, Joseph 
Hooper, and John Knight, is called on the part of the plaintiff, in 
order to show that there was probably malice in the doings of the 
defendant. Henry Story on the stand —when asked of the char- 
acter of Thurston, be said, that his character for any thing he 
knew to to the contrary, stood fair; and that he had talked with 
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about all (he secedera, and that they told him that thej had noth- 
ing against Thurston. And when asked by the council for the 
plaintiff, what property Mr. Parsons was worth, he said, he had a 
handsome house in the centre of the town, and had a vessel to the 
W^st-Indies. And further — that he had hfeard that Parsons had 
said that he had 10,000 dollars to spend in. this suit, &c. 

I remark here. Chat the reader will see this is the famous Henry 
Story that Mr. Burnham speaks of, as getting him to go to his 
house for the purfiose of taking down what Burnham had heard me 
say about the shingles, in relation to Thurston's being a thief, at 
the time that Thurston and Story was in close session at Story's 
house. Further, this is the man that could swear so roundly that he 
never was conquered,and he would he damn'd before he ever would 
be/ Further, this is the character that said, (when enquired of 
about the false letter that Thurston had circulated in Manchester, 
to acquit him from the dissection business,) Story said that Thurs- 
ton must do as he did, when he had told a damrCd lie, he must 
swear to it. Thus much for this anarch of confusion. 

Joseph Hooper on the stand-— this man is the son in law to 
Stori/, above mentioned. When asked respecting Thurston's 
character in Manchester, he did not know of any thing but that 
his character was/air; there had been a great noise about him, 
"with some particular member of the church and society ; but he 
had searched into the origin of the diffiadties, and found them 
without foundation. This is in substance, Hooper's evidence. I 
ask the reader to hear what this Hooper says at the time he was 
on committee^ the 2Qth of March; there Joseph Hooper was the 
bearer of the doings of the meeting to ThurstonI If he did not 
know of any thing against him, why does he go to consult the 
town in relation io advice of council. And further, this same Jo- 
seph Hooper, after Thurston was dismissed, said, in Capt. John 
hee^Bfish yard, in presence of witness that is ready to attest to it« 
and a man of truth, that if Thurston was a going fo be settled any 
where again, thai he should think it his duty ta give 1^ church 
information of the character of Thurston, in order m prevent it. 
This you will recollect is after Thurston is dismissed. Now look 
at Hoa|)erat the time that Thurston is dismissed; there you see 
him chairman, as the council say, to the church. I presume they 
mean the remnant of the church ; there he recommend Thurston 
in the very highest terms, to any christian society whatever. Is he 
(Hooper) to be believed or not; and if so, which of the particulars 
is he to be believed? Had he not a fair opportunity to hear all the 
church meetings, and all the town meetings that took place ? Did 
he not know at that time, that Thurston stood charged with all 
the charges, or nearly all that this pamphlet contains, and is this 
all nothing to him ? Hootier is one of the bold and inveterate 
church members that so resolutely declared, when at Thurston's 
house, we will sign this petition to the town, &c. 1 refer you to 
that meeting prefixed. 

John Knight called on the stand by plaintiff's council, for the 
purpose of enquiring about what he had heard the defendant say, 
respecting the shingles ; be was very particular indeed ; he seems 
to know all that 1 did know, and more. One particular part of his 
statement was, that he came to me respecting this bundle of shin- 
gles, for the purpose of settling with me for them, and that I refo*^ 
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fed ; be {\\e.n stated that he told me that Thurston was a gofng 
avN-iy from Manchester, and that I replic'd that K shouUl foilow 
him. This, to&;ether with the most minute particulars, calculated 
to make this impression, as 1 understood him, that I believed that 
Thurston had stole this i:undle of sii ingles, aud that 1 would have 
nothing to do aliout the husiness, but would publish it, &c. The 
above were the principal ideas to be gathered from Kni&i;ht^s tesli- 
mony, in order to show mcflice, as I undcrs.tood him at that time. 
I ask the reader to look how this Knight is situated in tliis thing. 
He was one of the committee ; and d' he was satisfied with Thurs- 
ton's conduct, in respect to the shingles, why not have settled 
with Thurston himself? But how did he get his inrormation ? He 
never was on the committee that evening at the tavern ; and so 
of course, he knew nothing of the transaction there. Did he not 
think that Thurston*s calling on his wile, to enquire if there was 
any shingles left at the school- house, and she telling him that she 
i' heard Mr. Knight say there was — i say, did he not think that was 

t sufficient liberty for Thurston to send and get them ? And if he 

u concluded so, why di<l he not receive the pay for the shingles? 

|; . . I ask, does it not look like this; his coming to my house, there in- 

i| . ' troducing the subject for the purpose of becoming evidence against 

f> me? Take a view of his sui)sequent conduct, and then judge of his 

evidence. I understood that he voluntarily came from Salem, at 
the time of trial, for the pur^iose of getting his wife to come to Sa- 
lem as evidence ; aud 1 was informed that she secreted herself 
from him and the officer, determined not to go to Salem at all 
events, merely to state that which the defendant would admit at 
^r any time, rather than a woman of fine feelings should be injured 

by coming into court ; especially a woman of truth, and delicate 
feelings, as I believed her to be. 

If this evidence was in possession of such feelings as he appear- 
ed to show at this trial, a volunteer, to come from Salem in order 
, to get his wife to Court — the most of men wish their wives to he 
exhonerated from Court stands, as it is frequently unpIehSfint to 
place ladies teere. From such unusual engagedness in this cause, 
judge of his evidence; whether it is likely to be given without 
colouring, or garbling, or not. 1 believe he did me much injury, 
and his intentions is best known to himself. 

I here remark, the truth to the best of my knowledge is, that 
Knight was at my house, on the business of settling a private ac- 
count; and after that was done, be went into conversation res- 
pecting this bundle of shingles that Thurston had taken, and en- 
quiri^d of me what was to be done aliout it ; for, (said Knis^ht,) 
^ Thurston is going to move out of town. 1 observed to Knight, 

I that i would not have any thing more to do about the shingles. 

I intended to give Knight to understand that I believed Thurstoii 
I had taken that bundle of shingles in a very unbecoming manner; 

and all i meant to convey to Knight was. that Thurston bad lied 
I to Burgess and Burnham, about getting the shingles, and that he 

(said Thurston) was precisely that character that Knight had in 
^ town-meeting some years t»efore, declared Thurston to be. 

'« The evidence being closed, Mr. Frescott closed the defence. 

His plea was in mitigation of damages. Though the words were 
i spoken^ by the defendant as alleged, there was not an express in- 

I tpntioa of malice ; neither could it be implied under such circuah 
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stances, and that it should have been otherwise disposed of in ap 
equitable [nann(?r His pieu would be considered splendid at tbe 
court, whtre the whole testimony will come out, and wtiere no* 
thing shall enter that worketh abomioHtion, or maketh a He— -and 
where every man, without distincliou of character, shall be dealt 
with a<;reeabiy to the deeds done in the body, either good or evil, 
and according to tbe motives he has in view. 

Mr. Webster closed for the plaintiff with his usual strength of 
intellect and eloquence. The referees made their return at the 
fail KTm. Damag«'s tiy refereeBy ff teen hundred dollars ; cost of 
court about four hundred dollars^ Long before this time Thurs* 
ton told some persons that Mr. Parsons^ money was not what he 
wanted, and was not bis olvject; but bis character was all be 
wished for. 

Is Thurston to be believed in this particulars-does he relin- 
quish this sum allowed him for damages ? No, he does not. On 
tlie contrary he gets out bis execution, sends his officers, has the 
real estate appraised — about all the real estate, dwelling bouse, 
out buildings, wharf and appendages, together with one wood lot, 
and brought his appraisers from Salem, and the sberifif his, viz. 
Joseph Evelith and Robert Peele. When they arrived, they 
seemed to be ready to appraise, as 1 was informed by one that i 
45bose. They were ready to value tbe property at less than two 
thirds of what it would fetch, agreeable to the calculation made by 
my appraiser. They appraised the dwelling house for eleven hun^ 
dred dollars ; the wood lot for sixty-six dollars^ as I understand. 

Capt. Samuel M. Williams, my appraiser, would not have any 
thing to do with them. They proceeded to finish their business, 
and the officer, Mr. Mansfield, made his return. The next project 
was to <;et the balance. A trustee writ of summons was sent to 
Benjamin and Samuel Foster to appear at the court to be held 
at Ipswich. 

After waiting sufficient time to shew the full intentions of 
Thurslon, 1 got my worthy friend, Hamuel Foster, to go to Mr. 
Saltonstall, council for Thurston, and make the best contract he 
could. He paid him the sum of six hundred and fifty dollars^ and 
took a discharge. Does this look as if Thurston did not have 
money for his object ? 

i accordingly abandoned the dyirelling house to him, sensible 
that no man of spirit or feeling would buy it, or live in it. His 
friend, Henry Story, did all in his power to get some one into it, 
but he could not effect his object. Even the boys in the street 
shew their disapprobation to Thurston^s measures, ^s soon as I 
tnoved^ they committed depredations on the premises; and in this 
state of things it stood, till July, lb22, about eighteetr months 
from the appraisal. Thurston had mortgaged the premises to Mr. 
Saltonstall, as appears by his deed to Aliigail Hooper, for be- 
tween three and four hundred dollars. Finding the premises lia- 
ble to complete destruction, induced me to purchase it back, f 
accordingly employed Miss Abigail Hooper for that purpose. She, 
after much labor and difficulty, as she said, obtained it of him for 
the sum of eight hundred dollars. Since which he, Thurston, has 
sold tbe woodland, as I am credibly informed, to Mr. Isaac Lee, 
for the sum o( About seventy dollars. I now ask the candid reader, 
if money, at all entents, was not Thorston's object ? in the first 
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place, he never onee intimated to me that I had injured him in 
the way of explaining his getting the shingles ; and this the read- 
er will remember w»8 in the winter of 1818. Nothing done aboot 
this thing, bat endeavoring to create evidence, as you will see by 
Burnham's affidavit, until February, 1820; then a wTit put on 
nearly all my property of real estate, for three thousand dollars^ 
and special damages, as a minister of Manchester ; but it further 
appears, that this shingle business never was made a complaint 
to the council — 1 do not see it in any of their papers ; neither wa» 
he dismissed on that account. It appears that the council found 
sufficient cause to dismiss Thurston from Manchester, from diffi- 
culties of a long standing, as they say. 1 shall now close my re- 
marks, and leave it with the impartial reader, tojudge of the whole 
transaction. 1 have endeavored to give a plain and wnvamishei 
statement of the facts that took place in Manchester between 
James Thurston, as a Congregational preacher in that town, and 
those which seceded from him, with some general view of the 
Taw suit brought by Thurston, and the unfortunate result. I have 
given you all the strength of evidence in the case, without the 
least regard to my feelings for or against me, and ask the candid 
public if I cannot with the greatest propriety say with the cele- 
brated Charles Philips, Esq. as delivered at the court of King's 
Bench, in an action between Sharp vs. Viall, clerk, to recover 
damages for a malicious prosecution for stealing beef and bread, 
value two pence, on Thursday, December 12th, 1822, before the 
Lord Justice and an especial jury :— ** When I meet a minister of 
the gospel, with the patent of his election stamped upon his life— - 
humble amid the homage which his merit gains him — poor' like 
the dying Fenelon from his charities — pious, not in his preaching 
but in his acts — a link, as it were, between the earth, which he 
instructs, and the heaven to which he leads — teaching the ha|H 
piness of the one, and tipifying the purity of the other — though i 
ean admire such men, even in my inmost heart, yet I will not ex- 
tend my reverence to that vermine sanctity which burrows it» 
way under the foundations of the temple and eats the bread of the 
shrine it has endangered." And with the celebrated Cow per, I 
will say, *^ Would i describe a preacher, such as Paul, were he otr 
earth, would hear, approve and own, Paul should himself direct 
me, I would trace his master strokes, and draw from his design — 
I would express him simple, grave, sincere ; in doctrine, uiicor- 
rupt ; in language plain ; and plain in manner ; decent, solemn, 
chaste, and natural in gesture, much improved himself, as con- 
scious of his awful charge, and anxious mainly that the flock he 
feeds may feel it too ; affectionate in lopk, and tender in address,- 
as well becomes a messenger of grace to guilty men.'' 

You have the deposition of Mr. Sargent Burnham annexed, to 
show how Thurston got the shingles ; then you will be able ta 
determine how far I misjudged, and the grounds that Thurston 
had to bring such a distressing law-suit against me ; and under 
such circumstances whether it was not my duty to the public, to 
myself and family, to come out to the public with the whole truth, 
so far as in my power. Thurston's pretending he should bring a 
law suit against the town, to compel them to abide the decision of 
council, is one of the reasons why this truth has not appeared be- 
fore this time. It is necessay to examine this memofiai io order 
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to see if it comports with the facts in relation to Thurston's doingpi 
in Manchester. The first thing in this memorial is, Thurston re- 
minds his friends of the vote of the 15th of May. The next he 
pu(s then^p in mind of the votes of the church and town on the 
second day of June. The vote as aliove mentioned is the vote 
that Thurston and his church asked light and direction at his 
dwelling house the 6th of May, and after adverting to the proceed- 
ings of the town and council, and finding that the town intends to 
dismiss him from his office, contrary to the decision of the coun* 
cil, he then tells them he considers himself their minister^ and 
then apfllNirs anxious to make a compromise. How do these 
friends of Thurston treat him then ? Thurston there says, that 
they would not permit him to officiate as their minister, and that 
he moved to Exeter ; and that be is ready to return to Manchester 
at any time to enter on his efficial duHeSj when they shall signify 
iheir desire of his so doing. This is a fine statement indeed for 
a minister to make, one that pretends in his memorial that his 
ambition was to preserve the affection of his flacky &e. and where 
he WHS in hopes to spend his days in the liosoms of his beloved 
people^ and be a useful minister of the gospel. 

Here you see one third of the town, and a majority of the 
church, had seceded from him, and the other two thirds refused his 
going into the pulpit. Still he persists in being their minister. Un- 
der all this noise he pretends to be a tisefid minister of the gospel. 
I always supposed for any man to preach the gospel to be useful 
to his hearers, he must have the afifection, and the good feeling of 
bis hearers ; and in order for that, he must be a man of truth, of 
talents^ of wisdom, o( piety, and of morality ; if se, does this appear 
to be the case of Thurston at Manchester '/ Look at the Memorial, 
his letter annexed, with all his doings, and judge for yourselyes. 



I, SARGENT BXJRNHAM^ of Manchester, county of Essex, stateof 
Massachusetts, of laivful age, do testify aind say, that in or about July of the 
year 1818 I was employed by Tyler Parsons, D. L. Bingham, Abial Bur- 
gess, Burley Snitb, and John Knight, as a committee, for the building of a 
^school •house in the town of Manchester, and while at work in sud house Mr. 
James Thurston, then minister of said town^came to me and enquired of me 
if there was any of the -shingles left that was puixhased for the school-housei 
I replied y«s, he then asked me if he could have some of them — I replied, no 
doubt you can by seeing the committee about them; he, (said Thurston) 
went off, and the next day he sent a boy for the shingles. I delivered 
tbem, supposing that Thurston had seen the committee about them — 
about eight days afterguards I saw Mr. Thurston, and mentioned to him that 
I bad delivered the shingles to his boy ; he (said Thurston) offered to pay me 
for the shingles — I refused receiving the pay, telling Mr. Thurston that I was 
not authorised to sell any thing from the school-house — not long afterwards 
iVI r. Parsons, one of the committee, called on me for the account of articles 
delivered to any one as by order from the coa.mittee. Mr. Parsons appeared 
to be the man who had the principal agency in purchasing the materials, &c* 
I then gave him, said Parsons, the aeeaunt of all the stuff I had delivered, ex* 
cepting the shingles delivered Thurston — and the reason I did not give Mr:. 
Parsons that account, I had an impression that Thurston had settled for fh> 
shingles. 
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'Before toy account was niadc out Mr. Pardons then snid, go ami teli Tlnir.** 
ton that he must see thetu shingles f(irth coming befoiT to-mom»w ni;. ht — f<)r, 
laid Parsons, I conceive it no more than stpaling — Why, said i — be replied, 
that I'hurston had no business to have taken them end ynu ha4no business 

f^ to let him have them- You go, said Parsons, to-morro\a'^morning and tell him 

■ what I tell you. I called on Thurston the next morning — he. n')t bein? at 

: borne, the next time (which was soon after) I saw Thurston I told him \rhat 

Mr. Parsons said to me. I then a«ked him if he had seen the committee about 
them shingles; he replied no, for that he had been in the country some, days, 
and that he had neglected it — he then «aid to me. what ^hall I dqij^ ut thorn 
shingles? 1 told him that be had better go and settle with the rest of the 
committee — he then observed be would go and see (-apt. Knight alniut them. 
"When I saw Thurston again he told me that he had settled for the shingles, 
mnd that I need not trouble myself any thing morn about them. This 1 think 
was in the fall of the year, late m the season of 1818. 
■' ) I fijrther testify and say. that not long after I was called on to appear at 

! the tavern in Manchester kept by Mr. 7'hompson. I he committee were there 

for the purpose of settling their accounts — as it appeared to me, they were 
speaking about these shingles as none of the committee present had been paid 

(I for them, as they said, lohn ivnigbt was not present — Ctpt. Burgess there 

^' ,' I ^ Stated that Thurston told him that 1 said I was authorised to sell the shingles 

.J. L^ to him. I then observed to Burgess, if Thurston said so he is a liar, for I 

T never told Thurston in my life any such thing. I then stated that Thurston 

* told me, that he had settled for the shingles, and thatl need not trouble my* 

self any more about it. 1 he meeting broke up, not long afterward I came 
away. 

j* I further testify and say, that some time in the latter part of the summer of 

■I 

"• k 1819, Henry ?tory came to me and requested me to go with him to his honse* 

I accordingly went, 1 found Mr. Thurston there he soon began to enquire of 

, me what I heard Mr. Parsons say about Thurston's stealing those shingles — 

I then told them — Thurston took down, as I supposed, what I said. I went 
off, and some time afterward Thurston came to me. I think it to have been 
in Dec. 181^, to see if I was ready to swear to what 1 had said — 1 told him 
that I was; he, Thurston, then produced a paper for me to sign, 1 refused to 
sign it, stating to him that 1 never had told him that I was authorised to sell 
them shingles, as that paper hcf had purported He, Ihurston, then toid me 
if I would sign it, that it should not hurt me. I told Thurston that I would 
not sign it at all events, for It was not tree — I never had told him so ; there- 
lore 1 utterly refused to do it. 1 hurston went off. And further say not. 

SARGENT BURNH.\M. 
Mnnchesier, Maidi 3d, 182S. 
f The above named Sargent Bumham personally appeared before m«, and 

) ll fMLS sworn to the truth of the foregoing deposition^ by him subscribed, 

^ DAVID COL BY, Justice of the Peace. 

i I, SAMUEL M. W ILLIAMS, of Manchester, in the county of Essex, 

and commonwealth of Mabsachusetts, depose and say, that hav ing read tba 
charges contaiaed in the pamphlet, entitled " Truth Lspoused," when ready 
for the press, do believe fhese charges contain the reasons why many of the 
inhabitants of Manchester seceded from the society under the care of the 

/ Rev. James Thurston. 

r 
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lli&t t v^B» ftppoiDtei! cterk to a commilteie, (ckosdii ota the SOtb of Jluiu« 
^ry, 1819,) ordered to meet on the 15th of Feb'y following — that so far as lam 
ftcquaintdd, I believe the account of the proceedings of tacb of those meetings 
to be given correctly. One omission I observed — Mr. Thurston did apsert 
befora said commiltefe, that he had a paper purporting a settlement between 
him and Mrw Parsons ; he, Parsons, denied his having any, and said Thutnteii 
was a liar — that if he had any such paper it was a forgery. Parsons called 
for the paper, Thurston declined. 

Tbat so for as I am acquainted with the commencement and prosecution of 
the law suit, Thurston vs. Parsons, as relates to evidence, &c. I believe it is 
given in this pamphlet with a strict regard to truth. That the papers a« they 
are arranged, referring to the town^ church, minister, and council, are trua 
topics and given correctly ) and so lar as I am acquainted it is a correct his» 
tory of their proceedings. 

That the unhappy difiarences which existed in the course of the foregoio|; 
proceedings have happily subsided, and the people have united in the settla* 
ment of the Kev. Sam'l M. Emerson as their Pastor. Further say not. 

SAMUEL M. WILLIAMS. 
Manchester, Month 15^, 1823. 

Tht (above named Samuel M. WiUiamt perwHoUy appeared h^ote me, and 
W99 ivoom to the iruUi ^ the foregoing deposition, by km subscribed. 

DAVID COLBT, Justice of the Peac%. ^ 
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7o the Het. SAlitst ^. EmbbsOIt, and the EedesiastiUd OnintU, tonvtned 
at Manthester, on Wedneday, tht twelfth day of September, A» D» 1821. 

The Memorial of James Thurston respectfully sheweth. 

That having understood that the said Council are assembled for the 
purpose of installing .the said Emerson as Minister of the church and town 
of Manchester; his duty to himself, his family, his profession, and the reli* 
gion to which he has devoted himself, compels him io state the following 
facts, which he humbly conceives, shew conclusively that the ministerial 
Contract between himself and the said town of Manchester, has never been 
dissolved. 

On the nineteenth day of April, A. D. 1809, your memorialist was duly 
and regularly installed at Manchester. Before the fifteenth day of May, 
1819, in consequence of some unhappy circumstances, which it is not neces* 
sary more particularly to mention, your memorialist, and the church under 
his care, agreed to request the town to unite with them in calling a mutual 
ecclesiastical council, and a copy of their application to the town as annexed 
marked No. 1. At a town meeting on the 15th day of May, 1819, the foK 
lowing vote passed, via. 

" That the town will agree with the Rev. Barnes ThurstoB and the churoH, 
in calling a mutual ecclesiastical council, for advice ; and to submit to the dc^ 
cision of the council on fair and equitable terms, the subject of our difficultiei^ 
and the dissolution of the pastoral and ministerial relation in this place, ifthe 
council shall judge it expedient that our connexion be dissolve. At the samkl 
meeting the churches to compose the council were agreed upon — ^A copy <it 
the proceedings at the said town meeting is annexed, marked No. 2. A mtu 
toal ecclesiMtical council did accordingly assemble at said Manchesterj 4n 
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the iecoD<] day of June, 1819, agreeably to the vote of tV, tfiwn, m •coirca^' 
reoce with the wishes of the pastor, and the church, for the purpose of con* 
sidering, on fair and equilabU terms the subject of the diflicuhies tben subsrst- 
ing, &c.'* 

After having carefully considered the subjects referred to tlicm^on tbe sev- 
enteenth of June, 1819, they came to a result, which v\hh |iublicly read, ai>d 
they decided, ** that the btaied labors of your mrmorialist sh* uld be closed af- 
ter the last sabbath in June, and that the town should take the real estate of 
the Kev. Mr. Thurston off bis hands, at such price as shall be determined by 
impartial judges, mutually chosen by the parties, taking into consideration its 
original cost and present value. We wish it to be understood, that we are 
(u from viewing this as an ailequate remuneration, or indeed as any rf»inunera- 
tion to Mr. Thurston. On the grou.d of equity we cannot but consider bim 
as entitled to a liberal compensation for the damage? that must be sustainedl 
by him. But the result is formed in a spirit of accommodation, with an anx- 
ioas regard to the Avelfare both of Mr. Tharston and this people. He is ear- 
nestly recommended to their justice and kindness, in the hope that byall the 
means in their power they will endeavor to lighten the burthen, and allevi. 
ate the affliction of his being deprived of the ordinary means of support, and 
brought under the necessity of removing to a distance in such trying circum- 
stances.'' 

Your memorialiH immediately declared his readiness to comply with the de- 
cision of the council, mutually called to decide upon the difficulties between 
himself and the town, and however painful and distressing it might be on the 
terms prescribed to dissolve his connexion with the people whoee interests he 
had supposed identified with his own, and with whom he had hoped to pass the 
remainder of his days. This declaration was repeated by him from the pulpit 
on the last sabbath of July. After this he ceased publicly to ofl&ciate, but so 
far from complying with the condition on their part to be performed, on the 
S^ day of October, 1819, at a town meeting then holden they voted ^* not to 
accept the recommendation in the result of council, to take Mr. I'hurston's 
real estate" — and also the following vote, that Mr. Thurston is dismissed 
from his ministry in this town. A copy of the record of said meeting is an- 
nexed, marked No. S, 

Your memorialist, finding it was the intention of the town to dismiss bin 
from his office without any indemnity, contrary to the decision of the council, 
addressed the committee of the town, and alsq to the selectmen, a communi- 
cation, a copy of which is annexed marked No- 4— an answer was received the 
ftAih day of December, 1819, and a copy is annexed marked No. 5. 

Since that time, yaur memorialist has repeatedly made known to individu- 
als, the principal inhabitants of Manchester, hi<^ desire for a settlement accor^ 
ding to the decision of the council, and that he still considered hini^^elf the 
minister of the town, being very solicitouii for an amicable adjustment, on the 
Slst of May last he made a communicAtion to the committee of said town, a 
copy of which is annexed, marked .No. 6. Not being permitted to officiate as 
mini«<tcr, your memorialist moved to Exeter, N. H. in but has beea 

ready at any time to return to Manchester, and enter aj^ain upon all his offi- 
cial duties, i^iould tbe (own signify their desire of his so doing. \our memo- 
rialist has thought it his duty, after the most serious delii^ieration in concur- 
rence with the advice of his friends with whom he has consulted, not as he 
humbly trusts from any desire to interfere with the wishes of the town, t« 
submit ^o your consideration the foregoing statement. 




9i 

It is ir^ ardent wish, his fervent prayer, that the regular ministratioB of the 
gospel may be restored to them — that they have not had the uninterrupted 
•Djo yraent of it he believes this venerable council will be satisfied is not from 
any misconduct or neglect of duty in himt But should be now acquiesce iii 
the proposed installation, it might operate as a complete abandonment of all 
his claims. He now respectfully calls the attention of the council to the cii> 
eumstancps of this case, and appeals to them whether he has ever been dismiss* 
id from his office as minister of M anchester — and if not, whether they can nov^ 
proceed to the installation of another person ? "What was the contract between 
him and the town, at the time of his installation ? According to the usage of 
our churches and the law of the land, the tenure of his office was not at will^ 
hut for li/e^ determinable for some good and sufficient cause, or by the con- 
ient of both parties. How has it been determined ? By the decision of the 
council ? That was conditional. He was to be dismissed upon condition, or 
provided that the town should take his real estate, &c. The true construction 
•f the result of council is in his apprehension perfectly clear and unequivocal. 
If thfer^ were any doubt, it has been removed by the declaration iu writing of 
every iildividual now living, who was upon the council when they came to 
the result, that they considered it as conditional, and did not intend that your 
memorialist should be dismissed, unless the town should comply with the con- 
dition on their part. Who can suppose that the result was obligatory upon 
him alone ? As the town have expressly refused to comply with the result of 
the council, he humbly conceives that it cannot operate as a dissolution of his 
inininerial compact. Will it be pretended that he has been dismissed by a 
vote of the town ? It cannot be in the power of one party to dissolve a con- 
tract. '1 he consent of both is necessary, otherwise it is really no contract, or 
^nly at the will of either party. What then was your memorialist to do? — 
Was he, conscious that he had endeavoured faithfully to discharge his official 
duties, under the most difficult circumstances, to relinquish the contract, to 
abandon his office, his being, without requiring of the town the performance 
of the condition ? 

Had he been alone in the worId,aged as he is, he might perhaps have done 
even this, hard as it would have been ; but he has a family who look to him 
for support and protection. No, this could not have been justly expected of 
him — it would not be required in any case between man and man. Who ever 
demauiied for his own convenience, the dissolution of a coi>tract,.without any 
indemnity ? And after a^l, had the condition prescribed been promptly and 
liilly performed, it would have been, as the council suggested; far short of aa 
indemnity. Relying on the harmony which attended and followed his settle- 
ment at Manchester, fohdiy hoping from these auspicious circumstances, that 
he should there pass his days, in the bosomof his beloved peoplej he consid- 
ered that place as his earthly home, and bis only ambition was to educate his 
children in a becoming man.'ter, to preserve the affection of his flock, and to 
be a useful minister of the gospeK Then he was comparatively young and 
active, and able to provide fur himself and his family— now he is verging oa 
old age, and with his family is cast upon the wide world. But, iDlessed be 
God. his providence extends over all his works. Ts it unreasonable then, 
your memorialist would ask, nay, is it not his duty to call upon this venera- 
ble council to listen to his memorial ? But important as this case is to himself, 
it is still more so to tbe;i«terests of the profession, and to the general interests 
of religion* 
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If the town of Mascbefter is not holdeo to comply with the terms pmerib- 
ed by the council, or referees, or arbitrators as they may be celled, as a eondi' 
HonpreeederU to his dinniroion, but their result or award, should be obligato* 
ry on himself alene, contrary to their intention— or if he is to be considered 
^ as dismissed by the mere vote of the lotm, the precedent may be fotal to the 

m performance or validity of ministerial contracts— Then a minister b com- 

pletely at the will of his parish,and a council is a vain ceremony. How diflfer- 
« ent from those venerable usages, under which our churchee have flourished 

^ and been blessed, with a succession of learned and pious pastors from the first 

K| «ettlement of our country ! 

r- lo conclusion, your memorialist calls upon the pastor elect, the inhabitants 

f of Manchester, and the venerable council there convened, to- pause and reflect 

-—if a ministerial contract is to be considered as dissolved by a vote of a town 

- ' ' or parish, at the same time that they resolve not to accept the result of a 

^ / Council called upon the subject ; what will be the consefjfuence to themselves ; 

; and the churches under their care ; to the ministers of the gospel, and the 

churches of Christ every where» With the highest respect, in behalf of 

, James Thurston, LEVERETT SALTONSTALL. 

I Sept. 12, 1821. 

' ¥: . A true copy Uken from the original. Attest, DAVID OLIPH ANT, 

It- Skribe rf the eouneil convened for the instaUaiion of the Rev, Samuel M. Emerton^ . 

.- II ^ at pcLttor over the ehurdi and town m ManAester. 

The afore mentioned memorial was treated by me and all cff 
Oft, with the sentiments of Kirk White, viz : 

** I show no respect where I never can feel it, 
; And as for contempt, 1 take no pains to conceal it.'' 

The council disposed of the memorial to the satbfaction of the 
committee and town. 

A copy of the request for the concurrence of the town in calling a mutual 
eouneil, signed and presented by the pastor and clnirch committee,to the mod- 
erator of the town meeting held May 15, 1819. 
. . ^ Ta the inhabitants <f the toum of Manchester^ now convened in iovn meeting : 

► ,' Mb. Moderator akd Gvntlbmbk — We the undersigned, by desire of 

the church, now present you with the proceedings of the church and their pas- 
tor, in relation to the calling of a mutual ecclesiastical council for advice, and 
" . to submit to the decision of said council, on fair and equitable terms, the sub- 

ject of our difficulties, and the dissolution of the Rev. James Thurston's pas- 
toral and ministerial relation in this place, if the council shall ^ge it expe- 
dient that said connexion be dissolved: 
, These proceedings are now submitted to the town with our united request 

that you, gentlemen, will approve of the asme, and concur with us in calling 
a mutual council for the purposes above expressed. 
JKrty 15/ft, 1818. We are, gentlemen, with due respect, 

- . ^ JAMES THURSTON, Fistor. 

Nathanivl M. Allbn, } 
/ij Joseph HooPRB, \ Committee if the Chureki 

• » Nbbemi AH Goldsmith, ) 

Atruecopy^ Attest, DAVID OLIPHANT. 

/ 
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A t a town meettng, legally notified and held at the meettng-house l!h Man- 
chester, on Saturday the 15th day of May anno domini 1819— '^ 

Ist. Chosen moderator, Maj. Israel Foster. 

2d. Toted, that the town will agree with the Rev. James Thurston and 
the chnrch in csilliDg a mutual ecclesiastical council for advice, and to submit 
to the decision of the council, on fair and equitable terms, the subject of our 
difficulties, and the dissolution of his pastoral and ministerial relation in this 
place, if the council shall judge it expedient that our connexion be dissolved. 

5d. Toted, that the following churches should be sent to, viz. — the church 
under the care of the Rev. Samuel Dana of Marblehead, the churches under 
the care of Doct. Worcester and Rev. Brown Emerson of Salem, the church 
under the cato of the Rev. Samuel Walker of Danvers, the church under the 
care of the Rev. Manasseh Cutler of Hamilton, the church under the care of 
the Rev. Robert Crowell of Essex, the churches under the care of the Rev. 
David Jewett and Levi Hartshoni of Gloucester^ and the church under the 
care of the Rev. James Miltimore of Newbury^ 

4th. Toted to choose ft committee to make provision for the council, and 
to give the council information respecting our situation. 

5th. Toted, that the committee consist of five, viz. William Tuck, Esq. 
Maj. Henry Story, Col. David Colby, Capt. Thomas Leach, Maj. Israel Fos- 
ter, Ebenezer Tappan, Capt. John Hooper. 

6th. Toted, that the time should be left to the church and pastor for the 
meeting of the council. A true copy as of record. 

DELirCENA L. BINGHAM, Toum CUrk. 
A true copy. Attest, DATID OLIFH ANT. 



[No. 5.] 

At a town meeting, legally notified and held at the meeting-house in Man- 
«hester on Friday the 22d day of October anno eomini, 1819 — Chosen mode> 
rator, Maj. Israel Foster. Ist. Toted to reconsider the vote which was pass-*^ 
•d July 19 th last, to refer Mr. Thurston's affairs to March meeting next 

3d. Toted to dissolve the meeting of July 19th last. 

3d. Toted to pass over that article which respected the agreeing with the 
council and church in bis dismission. 

4ih. Toted, that ihe town will not accept the recommendation ^i the re^ 
suit of council, to take Mr- Thurston's real estate. 

5th. Toted, that Mr. Thurston is dismissed from his ministry in this town, 

6th. Toted, that we consider the Rev. James '1 hurston's dismission to have 
taken place o^ng^e third sabbath of July last. 

7tb. Toted to choose a committee to settle with Mr. Thurston, to consist 
of three, viz. Col. David Colby, Mr. Ebenezer Tappan, Capt. John Knight* 

8th. Toted, that the committee inform Mr. Thurston respecting his dis-^ 
mission, which took place on the third sabbath in July last. A true copy 
as of record. Attest, DELUCEN A L. BINGHAM, Town CUrk. 

A true copy. Attest, DATID OLIFH ANT. 

Id the afore mentioned town-meetins, the town begins to reason 
and take grounds, such as they should long before have taken. 
They now see the intentipns t>f the vote of tbe 15tb May* TfaojF 
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are not (o be trampled on by him any longer. They refuse ae<^ 
cepting the result of council. They vote his dismission at alt' 
events; 1 am inelioedto think it was without a dissenting voice*. 
riMiey now vote (o reconsider all th?ir former votes of July 19tb. 
Look at liis answer annexed ; n^holly taken up on the vote of the 
13th of May, and council doings ; the great object is to impress on 
tii'jir minds, that under the vote of ISth of May, pitssed at tovia- 
int'etins, he can recover damages of the town for not abiding (he 
ri suit of council. And in his last letter annexed, you wiU see 
that Ui* speaks <»f the law, and that his demaml dees not grow less* 
1 by <lelay As 1 understand him, his salary is still going on in 

Manchester ; his being dismissed to the contrary notwitlistanding. 

[No. 4.] 

ManehetUr, Oct, 27, 1819. 
To Co?. David Colbt, Mr. Ebenezeb Tappan, and Capt. Joav 
' ij Knight. 

GB?iTiiEHEN — As you Were chosen a committee at the town meeting on 
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Friday last, upon (he subject of my connexion with this town, as their minis- 
^ ter,L take the liberty of making to you the following communications, and. 

, - through you to the town. 

! 1 At a town meeting on the fifteenth day of May last, it was voted *Hhat 

Ki r the town would agree to submit to the decision of a mutual council on fair 

\ w ^ and equitable terms, the subject of our difficulties, and the dissolution of my 

^ pastoral and ministerial relation in this place, if the council should judge 

it expedient that it Oe dissolved," and at the same time the chuwhes to com- 
pose the couBcil were agreed upon. 
■ ' The council agreed upon met accordingly, and on the 17th day of June 

/ last, came to a result, and decided that my dismission should take place, and 

that the town should take my real estate in Manchester at such price as 

• Hiight be determined by impartial judges, or appraisers, mutually chosen, 

t^dking into consideration its actual cost and present value, i be result or 

^ decision of the council was publicly lead in the meeting bouse on the 17tb 

of June, and £ then declared my readiness to comply with it, and to agree 

i, with the town upon appraisers ; and again made the same declaration pub- 

: ' licly on the last Sabbath of July, trusting that the town would comply with 

1 ' the conditions on their part But as the town at a town meeting held on 

r Friday, did vote, not to take ny real estate ace 'rding to the decision of the 

council, 1 now give notice to them through you that 1 am ready to supply 
the pulpit, and to renew all my pastoral labors and duties as minister of the 
town according to the terms of my settlement ; my setilemei^ contract be* 
ing considered as continuing. it0^ 

Or if the town should reconsider their last vote, and agree to abide the 
decisionof the mutual counciL or arbitration, and take proper me .^^u res to 
carry the same into effect on their part, then I ajn ready and willing to 
abide by their decision, and to unite with the town in puch arrangements as 
are necessary to a full performance of the same in all its conditions. I must 
ask the favor of an explicit answer to this letter a»- soon as may be conven- 
ient, lam, gentlemen, with due respect, yours, 

JAMES THURSTOX. 

A duplicate of the above was sent at the same time to the selectmen, wklv 
ctaly a variation of the first clause, which was as follows: 
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To the Selectmen. 
OsNTLBHXH, — I beg leave to make to you, as selectmen of the towtiT^ 
Sfanefaester^ and through you to the town, the following communication. 
At a town meeting, on the i5tfa day of May last. 
A true copy. Attest, D. Oliphan t. 

[No. 5.] 

Manchester, Dec, ^kth, 1819. 
Kev. Jambs Tkobston.—Ket Sir, We have received your letter of 
the 27th of October, and have laid the same before the town, and according 
to your request we now send you their answer, it being as soon as thr same 
«ould be conveniently attended to. 

The town, when they agreed upon a mutual council on the subject of our 
difficulties, supposed that the council were to act upon such matters as are usu- 
ally submitted, and not upon concerns which do not belong to such bodies, 
€ind they do not think that the council did in this instance intend to make it 
a condition of the dissolution, that the t«wn should take your real estate, bift 
only to recommend that it should be done. This recommendation the town 
believe to have proceeded from good motives, but having themselves adiffer^ 
ent view of the subject, they do not feel it to be their duty, under eidsting 
circumstances, to comply with it. The town cannot but consider the dissolu-. 
tion of your pastoral and ministerial connexion to have already taken place, 
«nd we are ready to settle with you accordingly. They cannot agree in the 
opinion, that your settlement contract is still continuing, as you state in your 
letter — and consequently caanot consider themselves under obligations to 
make you cffiipensation for any time since the dissolution of the connexion. ' 
In behalf ef the town we are respectfully, 

Israel Foster, ) Selectmen 
Hbnrt Lee, v of 
John Ch sever, ) Manchester, 

A true copy. Attest, Datid Oliphant. 

[No. 6.] 

Manchester , January Si, 18^1. 
To Co/. David Colby, Mr* Ebeneser Tappan, and Capt. John Knight : 

Geimtlemen — As you were some time since appointed by the towti 
of Manchester a committee for the purpose of settling and adjusting my 
claims and demands upon said town, and as there has not yet been a settlM&ent 
between me^d the town, and it is very desirable to both that there should 
be~I think iUvroper to address you on the subject. Influenced by a sincere 
desire of a s|^^^ just, and happy termination of all differences, I make the 
following pr^MtionSi viz : — to refer to three respectable, impartial, indepen- 
dent men my claim, on account of the decision of the late council as to the ' 
town's taking my real estate, or for damages in the premises, and for all my 
demands against the town — the award of the said three men to be final and 
conclusive between us. If the referees or arbitrators cannot be mutually 
agreed upon between us, (as 1 have no doubt they can) I am willing to agree 
that any two Judges of the Supreme Court may appoint them. 

Should you think proper to communicate this proposition to the town, it 
will be necessary for them to appoint agents to enter into a rule, or eXAOUtv 
an arbitration board, and conduct the business on their behalf. 
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Ikhis busJoess is of great importance to me, and I cannot but hop€ that tl 
town will fiee the justice and prudence of payiug attention to it, and of takin 
tfuch measures as you would do as individuals in any such af&ir between ma 
and man. to bring it to a close. If we cannot settle it ourselves, it is oertaii 
ly b«st to leave it to persons in whom we all have confidence, rather thaa n 
sort U) law. 

In the way above proposed we may hope that our difficulties will be am 
cably settled — and gentlemen by a careful pemsal of the reralt of oouncil, yc 
will perceive that my demands upon the town do not grow less by delay, yc 
therefore will, I hope, endeavor to attend to the subject as soon as may I 
convenient. I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your's, &c. 

J4)l3IES THURSTON. 
A true copjrC Attest, D. Olifha.ht. 
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